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The European Union suffers from indiges-
tion. Brussels activated the plan “Rheto-
ric” to dissuade the Latin American 
countries Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Peru 
and Ecuador from conquering the mar-
kets that were open after Russia had put 
an import ban on fruits, vegetables, fish, 
milk, pork and dairy products from the 
United States, the EU, Australia, Canada 
and Norway. Via announcements leaked 
by the Western media the EU made sure, 
that it does not appear “loyal” to her that 
the Latin American countries utilize the 
crisis between Russia and the West to sell 
the respective products to Vladimir Putin. 
A source from the EU told the “Financial 
Times”, that the European authority “will 
speak to the countries possibly able to re-
place the exports to signalize them that 
they should not unduly benefit from the 
situation.”

 Since it does not fit Europe now, it sud-
denly seems to discover the injustice that 
itself benefits from its trade relations with 
the rest of the world at all levels, starting 
with the destabilizing agricultural subsi-
dies with which it distorts the equal con-
ditions of competition on the world agri-
cultural markets. The sanctions imposed 
against Moscow by the West after the 
Crimea had been annexed by Russia, and 
the support Russia gives to the separa-
tists in the eastern Ukraine have led to an 
extremely fierce trade war between the 
blocks. Moscow responded to the sanc-
tions with the agricultural embargo and 
immediately thereafter contacted the Latin 
American countries, that are able to re-
place the products subject to the embargo. 

The Russians achieved their objective 
very quickly,with the prospect to count on 
the import of fruits, vegetables, fish, milk, 
pork and dairy products from September 
on, which they had bought from the EU 
for a total of 11 billion euros (according 
to sources of the EU the products that are 
now subject to the embargo, have a value 
of 5.25 billion). SergeijDankvert, director 
of the Russian Supervisory Authority for 
Agriculture and Animal Husbandry, first 
met the ambassadors of Brazil, Argentina, 
Chile, Ecuador and Uruguay. Later, by Pu-

tin’s authority a much more concrete step 
was undertaken when it decided to lift the 
ban, which has existed for hygienic reasons 
since 2011. It affected 89 meat producers 
in Brazil and 18 fish processing factories 
in Peru. 

Outside of Latin America, Turkey and 
Belarus stepped in the gap. The Europe-
an Union said it planned  to start “negoti-
ations” with the Latin American countries 
that have a strong potential to replace the 
European products. Anonymous EU sourc-
es told various newspapers, these are “po-
litical” negotiations, with the aim to unite 
the largest possible number of countries to 
put pressure on Russia. However, the issue 
is another one: The Europeans fear to lose 
the Russian market in a moment, in which 
the revived concept of the Cold War will re-
sult in a significant rapprochement between 
Russia and Latin America. 

The point in time that symbolizes the 
renewal of this relationship the most, was 
in 2008, when the naval forces of Russia 
and Venezuela conducted joint maneuvers 
in the Caribbean. Later Russia sold mili-
tary equipment worth 3 billion euro to Ven-
ezuela. 

As an outstanding player in the inter-
national chess game the Russian President  
moved his figures on the Latin American 
field with strategic vision. The British For-
eign Secretary Philip Hammond described 
Putin as “pariah” in Europe. Where-
as in Latin America, the Russian head of 
state was a weighty player. Before Putin 
traveled to Cuba in July, the Russian par-
liament passed a law that cancelled 90% of 
Havana’s debts that it had  in Moscow (35 
billion euro). During his stopover in Nica-
ragua he issued a promise: to make a contri-

bution for the construction of a large canal 
between the oceans, that can compete with 
the Panama Canal. Later Putin traveled to 
Buenos Aires, where he signed agreements 
for cooperation on energy issues, then to 
Brazil to participate in the summit of the 
BRICS countries (Brazil, Russia, India, 
China and South Africa) at Fortaleza. There 
these countries undertook a historic step 
when they announced the establishment 
of a bank outside the Western Hemisphere, 
the Banco de Desarrollo (Bank of Devel-
opment ). The confrontation in the  Ukraine 
and its impact on the relations between 
Russia and the Western powers put Latin 
America into the center of the game. Now 
Europe is assessing how it might push aside 
a versatile partner, who threatens its trading 
privileges. The EU sells Russia 10% of its 
agricultural production. Nevertheless Brus-
sels argues, in the face of the Latin Amer-
ican threat, it was not opportune to coop-
erate with a “less trustworthy partner” like 
Moscow, and that it would be a huge mis-
take if the Latin American countries “sacri-
ficed an already-developed commercial re-
lationship for short-term gains.” 

Double language, double geometry. The 
European Union and the countries that be-
long to it, unbags the bible of values when-
ever it suits them. For example, France did 
not renounce to sell and pass Moscow two 
helicopter carriers Mistral worth one billion 
euro despite various sanctions and threats 
that had been launched against Moscow by 
the West. The bargaining and EU warnings 
did not intimidate institutional and private 
actors. In Brazil, Ricardo Santin, President 
of the section Birds of the Brazilian Society 

Latin America – “an important  
part of the emerging polycentric world”

“The new Cold War may cause a change of world trade”
by Eduardo Febbro, Paris correspondent for the Argentine newspaper “página/12” 

“Double language, double geometry. The European Union 
and the countries that belong to it, unbag the bible of values 
whenever it suits them. For example, France did not renounce 
to sell and pass Moscow two helicopter carriers Mistral 
worth one billion euro despite various sanctions and threats 
that the West  launched against Moscow by the West.”
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Current Concerns: Why have you 
launched the “Petition for a Neutral Swit-
zerland”, what are you aiming at?
Oskar Freysinger: I would like to draw 
the Swiss population’s attention to the 
facts that our government is about to tram-
ple underfoot our Constitution and the 
neutrality of the country.

Why shouldn’t Switzerland join the sanc-
tions of the EU against Russia?
Because in this case it would be consid-
ered to take sides with the NATO. Swit-
zerland must, as a neutral country, abso-
lutely refrain from playing the buck to this 
or that side when it wants to offer its good 
services and to play the role of a genu-
ine mediator which has brought her much 
prestige traditionally. In an international 
environment, there are hardly any black 
and white patterns. There is no clear di-
vision between good and evil and the ar-
guments put forward by the opponents 
demonizing the other side or blaming it 
for having committed crimes, are usual-
ly lies and difficult to prove. Basically, 
it concerns geopolitical interests, power 
politics, money and spheres of influence. 
Sharks remain sharks, even if you paint 
them in another color.

How do you assess the role of the EU in 
this conflict?
The EU has put up with being made a 
lackey of the United States. In addition 
their position is hesitant, inconsistent 
and fluctuating. This way one can hard-
ly achieve anything in international rela-
tions.

Last Thursday, the Federal Council has 
indirectly cosponsored the sanctions, as 
it wants to prevent so-called bypass busi-
nesses via Switzerland. How do you judge 
this proceeding?
This is again a hypocritical exercise, a 
kind of consensus, which is barely one. 
I’m ashamed of a government that dis-
invited the President of the Duma in the 
context of festivities, which were to cele-

brate 200 years of diplomatic relations be-
tween the two countries. It can’t be done 
more ridiculously.

It is too bad that Ueli Maurer bowed 
to Burkhalter’s pressure by and disinvit-
ed the Russian aero team, which was sup-
posed to take part in the Swiss Air-Force’s 
anniversary event. At the same time, Fed-
eral Councillor Schneider-Ammann plans 
a trip to Russia to negotiate economic 
agreements. How to do this? First you beat 
the ears of a promising economic partner 
and then you expect goodwill from him 
in negotiations? Such behavior is not only 
cowardly and submissive, but above all 
stupid.

What interests are the United States 
pursuing with their interference in the 
Ukraine?
As I said, it is nothing but pure power pol-
itics: oil and spheres of influence. I’d like 
to see how the United States would react 
if Russia initiated a coup d’etat in Mex-
ico, which would bring a government to 
power, hostile to the United States. Let’s 
remember the Cuban missile crisis in the 
1960s, and we have a taste of it. In addi-
tion, the United States want revenge for 
the fact that Russia didn’t drop Bachir El 
Assad in Syria, because Putin had learned 
from the Libyan experience.

What possibilities does Russia have to re-
spond to the expansion policy of the NATO 
since 1991? In particular, one can assume 
that the proceedings in the Ukraine is not 
the last attempt to weaken Russia.
This process will continue and could well 
turn into a war. Russia has only the choice 
between total submission to the Ameri-
can claims to power or war. Negotiations 
would bring only a delay of the inevita-
ble (as in the case of Serbia in Rambouil-
let in the environment of the Balkan crisis 
in the 1990s).

It is unacceptable to the Americans that 
Putin has an agenda of its own, contrary to 
the American interests and that he, wheth-
er we like it or not, is defending certain 

values, which are 
considered reac-
tionary in modern 
Western society. 
Putin is a power 
politician and 
can strike brutal-
ly, that is beyond 
doubt. But given 
the Americans’ 
dubious interven-
tions, manipula-
tions and ruthless acts of war worldwide 
for decades, he seems rather harmless. Take 
only the ISIS troops of the “caliphate” for 
example, that were built up by the United 
States, Israel and the Saudis and must be 
crushed now by their creators. “The spirits 
that I called, that I can’t get rid of now”, as 
Goethe put it already so nicely. 

What attitude should the European 
States take in this conflict?

They should call to mind, that the old 
scheme of enemies in the East and friends 
in the West, has suffered deep cracks. If 
the EU want to act sensibly, it should take 
a distinct and unified position. But we are 
far away from this. The dependence of 
certain countries and politicians in the EU 
from the United States is too big.

How should Switzerland behave in the fu-
ture?
Neutrally. It should not masquerade as a 
moral authority, where no moral is con-
cerned. In addition, it should maintain 
close diplomatic and economic ties with 
all countries of the world and offer its 
good offices as a mediator in the conflict.

The fly, dancing on the nose of a bear 
risks to be squeezed quickly in case of a 
fight between two bears. Maybe even by 
the bear on whose nose it is sitting.

Mr Freysinger, thank you very much for 
the interview.  •

(Interview Thomas Kaiser)

(Translation Current Concerns)

“The EU has put up with being made a lackey  
of the United States”

“Switzerland as a neutral country has to offer its good offices  
and play a real intermediary role.”

Interview with State and National Councillor Oskar Freysinger (SVP)

Oskar Freysinger 
(picture thk)
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for Animal Proteins (ABPA), sees clearly 
“an opportunity to increase exports to Rus-
sia”. Between last year’s January and June 
Brazil exported pork for $ 563 million. The 
bilateral trade between Brazil and Moscow 
was $ 3,000,000,000 for the same period. 
The Secretary for the Brazilian agricultural 
policy, Seneri Paludo, described the possi-
bilities opened up by the embargo against 
Russia, as “revolutionary”. In Argenti-
na Cabinet chief Jorge Capitanich made 
clear that “Argentina will create appropri-
ate conditions to enable the private sector 
to increase exports with government incen-
tives and meet the demand on the Russian 
market “.  According to a report by the Ar-
gentine-Russian Chamber of Commerce, 

the trade volume between the two coun-
tries grew by 30% last year: It rose from $ 
1.980 billion in 2012 to $ 2.627 billion in 
2013.  On the Pacific side Chile, Peru and 
Ecuador pursue the same line. Chile with 
salmon (it came from Norway so far), ap-
ples, pears and grapes (before from Poland, 
France, Italy), Ecuador with fruits and cut 
flowers (Holland) and Peru with the fish; 
thus the new Cold War may actually cause 
a change in  world trade.

In order to give you a numerical idea 
of the Russian demand: Between January 
and May 2014 Russia imported agricultur-
al products worth nearly $ 17 billion. Eu-
rope cynics now call for a bit more loyal-
ty. Xavier Beulin, president of the highly 
subsidized FNSA (National Federation of 
Trade Unions of Agricultural Enterprises) 
set forth to complain about the “opportun-

ism” of produce that “governments” stood 
behind the private producers. The argu-
ment is a continental hypocrisy. The 28 
governments of the EU are directly or via 
Brussels “behind” all the major contracts 
signed worldwide. The huge agricultur-
al subsidies and the 373 billion euro, that 
are distributed among the 13 million farm-
ers in the EU are more than evident proof. 
On his trip to the region in July, Putin ex-
pressed that Latin America will “become 
an important component of the emerg-
ing polycentric world”. The West will do 
everything that is possible in order to tie 
back this polycentricity and to turn back 
the hands of the world clock to the days 
of colonial rule.  • 
Source: “página/12” from 18.8.2014

(Translation Current Concerns)

This summit has 
it all. Not only be-
cause for the host, 
the British gov-
ernment, there are 
very clear domes-
tic political rea-
sons to be seen, 
before the inde-
pendence vote 
in Scotland and 
probably soon 
also in Wales. 

Wales, the Cameron government says, 
will be lifted onto the world stage. Of 
course that is only possible with a Lon-
don government, which is simultaneously 
responsible for Wales and is intended as a 
warning to the Scots in view of the vote 
on 18 September 2014. NATO, the person-
alized intervention in the internal affairs 
of member states? In Britain, this is hard-
ly surprising. German diplomats have be-
come painfully aware for decades, and in 
any conflict after the end of the Cold War, 
how much London has made every nego-
tiation of crises and wars depend on what 
effect the respective position will have on 
the cohesion of the United Kingdom.

However, we may prick our ears al-
ready when we hear about the number 
of government representatives, who will 
be present in Wales. There are not only 
the representatives of the NATO Mem-
ber States. No, there are 60 heads of states 
and governments from all over the world, 
who are ready to afford the expenses for 

their trip to Wales. Thus, a perspective for 
the NATO becomes visible which Dick 
Cheney, infamous Vice President of the 
United States, once issued. First, the Unit-
ed States have forced the United Nations 
to accept NATO as the military service 
provider for their security measures. The 
American objective, however, heads in a 
completely different direction. The Unit-
ed Nations are to be marginalized as far 
and as soon as possible, so that the NATO 
dominated by the United States can take 
on the United Nations’ global position.

The astonished continent will pay spe-
cial attention to one guest: it is the Ukrain-
ian President Poroshenko, elected in a 
large part of his country, at least with a 
majority of more than 50 percent of those 
who went to the vote under the prevail-
ing circumstances. That doesn’t mean 
much in the Ukraine, because the toppled 
President Yanukovych as well was elect-
ed in free elections according to interna-
tional standards. However, the question 
arises what the meaning of the mantra is, 
uttered by the German Chancellor Dr An-
gela Merkel, at the address of the Russian 
President Putin not to interfere in the East-
ern Ukraine? Clearly, NATO by inviting 
its mate from Kiev shows ever more clear-
ly how much it is determining the domes-
tic conditions in the Ukraine. It does so 
more than any other civil war party, not 
least the American private armies that are 
ordered “to clean” the Eastern Ukraine by 
Russian-speaking people. The persistent 
suppression of any information about the 

terrible tragedy of flight MH17 with near-
ly 300 dead passengers and crew members 
is one item of this complicit behavior, the 
massacre in the Maidan square in Kiev 
and the fire victims at the Union House 
of Odessa the other. There is nothing left 
of the once famous “Western value com-
munity”.

Of course, the presence of President 
Poroschenko in Wales is a signal. So is 
the sight of his entourage: For the first 
time we will have to welcome NAZI mil-
itary as representatives of the Ukrainian 
National Guard unit “Azov” at a NATO 
Summit? Is this also the signal for Eu-
rope? Shall the presence of these peo-
ple in Wales remind you of the reasons, 
why 75 years ago, the Second World War 
broke out? It is really striking who keeps 
his or her mouths shut in view of the fas-
cists, in Kiev, although one would expect 
an outcry. Are they already preparing for 
Marine Le Pen by making this bunch so-
cially acceptable? Or does the NATO-
leading American power only want to 
make it clear that it will make a pact in 
Europe with everyone they can get to 
mount against Russia? 

Now every German may expect, that 
the German Chancellor before such an 
important NATO Summit lets the Ger-
man public know, how she – not she her-
self personally, but as Germany – envis-
ages the future of NATO – by means of 
a Government statement in the German 

NATO Summit in Wales on 4th and 5th September 2014

NATO deployment against Russia?
Germany shall render mere vassal services

by Willy Wimmer, former State Secretary at the German Federal Ministry of Defense and Vice President  
of the OSCE Parliamentary Assembly

Willy Wimmer  
(picture ma)

”Latin America –  …” 
continued from page 1

continued on page 4
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Bundestag? Or does she want to white-
wash the fact, that the German foreign 
policy is low-key in this context, by pre-
ferring to say nothing? In the latter case 
you can of course point out later what in-
fluence she might have had on American 
targets as supposedly “most powerful 
woman in the world”. Therefore in this 
NATO summit everything that Germa-
ny represents is at stake. The envisaged 
transatlantic free trade agreement only re-
quires the takeover of the Ukraine by the 
United States to make countries such as 
France, Benelux, Austria, Italy and Ger-
many colonial territories under extensive 
US-control. This you can see not only in 
the greater context, but also by the pas-
senger control performed by the Unit-
ed States on German territory by Amer-
ican Government personnel. In the long 
term we shall be separated from our nat-
ural partners, our neighbours in the com-
mon house Europe. Of course with the 
help of the Baltic States, Poland and the 
Ukraine, not to speak of Bulgaria and Ro-
mania, since only the visit of some US 
senators in these countries prompted the 
local governments to change their poli-
cies – see “South Stream”. In the “Golden 
Era Germany” under Chancellor Dr Hel-
mut Kohl Russia was Germany’s neigh-
bour and partner. By the United States 
Russia is seen as the rival, the enemy, the 
prey. To be cemented in Wales. •

(Translation Current Concerns)

”NATO deployment against …” 
continued from page 3

More than 50 years ago, on 15 July 1963, 
Egon Bahr, the then guiding intellectual 
force in foreign policy of the German SPD, 
made a speech in the Evangelical Acade-
my Tutzing in Bavaria, which influenced 
history and has gone down in history. The 
speech was entitled “Change through Rap-
prochement”. Egon Bahr gave this speech 
almost two years after the construction of 
the wall around West Berlin on 13 August 
1961 and less than a year after the Cuban 
Missile Crisis in October 1962. 

Within the political elites of the western 
states a change in thinking had begun. The 
Cold War, which had set on mere confron-
tation, was escalating to a threatening ex-
tent. Neither side had been able to “win”. 
Instead, the “cost” of the Cold War had ac-
celerated. The construction of the Berlin 
Wall was a symbol of cementing the divi-
sion of Germany, and with the Cuban Mis-

sile Crisis, the world had only been a hair’s 
breadth away from a nuclear disaster. 

Back then people realized step by step 
that peoples and states in Europe and in 
the world must and can also live peaceful-
ly together and cooperate, if they belong 
to different power blocs and have different 
ideas about the design of their social, eco-
nomic and political life. More than that: 
the hope was nourished that a “change 
through rapprochement” was possible, i.e. 
that steps toward each other would reduce 
crises and conflicts and could prevent ten-
sions and escalation. On the Western side, 
this policy became known as “détente”. 
Since the mid-fifties Soviet politicians had 
already spoken of the possibility and ne-
cessity of “peaceful coexistence”. 

Renewed confrontation with Russia
However, already the eighties of the last 
century and then especially the end of the 
Soviet bloc in 1990 made the people forget 
about the experience of two decades ago. 
Obviously intoxicated by its “victory” look 
the West has since then been seeking au-
tocracy. Now, for more than 10 years since 
the first inauguration of Russian Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin, mighty forces in the 
“West”, led from the United States, aim de-
liberately for confrontation with Russia. 

In the decade before, after the end of the 
Soviet Union, these forces had tried to make 
the new Russia so submissive that it let him-
self be exploited according to their interests 
without any resistance. The consequenc-
es were disastrous for the country. It sank 
in the political, economic and social chaos 
and threatened to collapse. NATO shifted its 
borders – contrary to the agreements with 
the Soviet leadership before the dissolution 
of the Warsaw Pact – more and more in the 
direction of Russia’s western border. Un-
rest and separatist movements inside Russia 
were supported from the outside. More and 
more western-influenced non-governmental 
organizations, but also other forces in po-
sitions of responsibility within the Russian 
society acted as a kind of fifth column. 

All of this can now be proven for eve-
ryone to understand. Those were the years 
of the “world’s only superpower” USA. 
The United States and NATO no longer 
abided by the rules of international law, 
but relied on their power and their power 
resources alone. The new Russian Presi-
dent Putin tried to counteract. This made 
him the “public enemy no. 1” in the west.

The current confrontation does not 
have its roots in the internal developments 
in Ukraine and not even in the Western or 
Russian Ukraine policy. It has much deep-
er roots. Since Russia is not willing to let 

himself be humiliated and exploited as a 
colony of the West, it should be brought 
to its knees. 

The Western anti-Russian propaganda 
has not only started last autumn, it has 
been operated for years. In recent months 
and weeks it has escalated because of 
the central importance of Ukraine in the 
power struggle against Russia and on the 
Western side it has adopted Manichean 
features. It does not meet the interests 
of Russia and Russian politics. And it 
leads to a dead end – similar to the Cold 
War during the decades after the Second 
World War. 

NATO relies on confrontation strategy
Typical for a confrontation propaganda, 
but completely unrealistic, we can read, 
hear and see in our western mainstream 
media every day, that in Russia every-
thing is “evil” today, especially the head 
of government. A few weeks ago the West 
sanctioned Russia. Now NATO wants to 
terminate the agreements with Russia, 
which were settled after the Cold War; it 
wants to upgrade in Eastern Europe and 
outline the “bogeyman image of Russia“ 
in official decrees. The fact that Philip 
Breedlove, the supreme military com-
mander of NATO in Europe, explained to 
the German newspaper Welt am Sonntag 
(17 August) that if Russia behaved simi-
larly against a NATO member country as 
it had done on the Crimea would be con-
sidered an act of war against NATO, has 
no realistic background, but is pure prop-
aganda and war propaganda. Breedlove 
has not submitted a single document for 
his statement that Russia threatened the 
Baltic States. Instead, the US General ut-
ters dark threats: “I want to clarify one 
thing: If foreign forces seep into Nato 
territory, and if we can demonstrate that 
this approach is an aggression – then this 
means Article five. This means a military 
response to the actions of the aggres-
sor.” Why have the Secretary General of 
NATO Anders Fogh Rasmussen and the 
aforementioned commander of NATO 
forces in Europe written in a joint arti-
cle on the same day in “The Wall Street 
Journal” about a putative Russian threat 
to NATO countries in Eastern Europe in 
a similarly martial way? 

Politics against human nature 
Some say that the war propaganda and the 
plans of NATO are necessary defense ef-
forts against an aggressive Russia. This 
does not bear close scrutiny. The actual 

For a new European détente
The escalation of the conflict with Russia is a dead end

by Karl Müller

continued on page 5



No 20/21   13 September 2014 Current Concerns  Page 5

Russian Policy provides no basis for such 
statement. 

Others say this Western policy corre-
sponds with American “interests”. Some 
add it would not at all correspond with 
European “interests” ... and certainly not 
German “interests”. We also have to think 
about that. 

But can there ever be an “interest” in 
such a confrontation and escalation? The 
Cold War has yet shown that this path ul-
timately serves no “interest”. The leaders 
turn a highly dangerous wheel at whose 
end there may be a human catastrophe, 
which will affect all people. Such a pol-
icy is a crime against human nature. The 

history books are full of supposedly “ra-
tional” “interest” policies which resulted 
in madness. 

Use the proven instruments  
of peace policy

The policy in the seventies of the last cen-
tury has created instruments to leave the 
path of confrontation on the basis of mu-
tual respect and to achieve negotiated so-
lutions. The states involved in the con-
flict today are all members of the OSCE. 
There, they would have the possibility of 
discussion and decision making on a par 
with each other. With the “Charter of 
Paris” of November 1990, the end of the 
first Cold War was officially announced 
and an ideological basis created, which we 
could build on today. We do not have to 

reinvent the wheel in order to solve today’s 
problems – we just have to want to. 

This desire will grow if people realize 
that there can be no “winner” in the sec-
ond Cold War, but only a negotiated so-
lution. Still the forces that wage the new 
Cold Way in the west hope for a victory. 
They do not only focus on the battlefield 
of the military, but also on a revolution in 
Russia itself. “Colored revolutions” and 
the Maidan in Ukraine are the patterns. 

But the world has become more intel-
ligent. People see through the strategy of 
revolution. If Russia succeeds in prevent-
ing the overthrow, then the will to end the 
new Cold War will be growing.  • 

(Translation Current Concerns)

”For a new European détente” 
continued from page 4

cc. Below we document the transcript of 
a conversation with Yevgeny Alexeyevich 
Fedorov, a deputy of the State Duma, the 
parliament of the Russian Federation 
(1993–96; since 2003 until today). He 
is a member of the United Russia Party 
as is Vladimir Putin, the chairman of 
which is Dmitry Medvedev. He himself is 
a member of the central political coun-
cil of the party. Among other things, he 
is also chairman of the Committee for 
Economic Policy and Entrepreneurship 
of the State Duma. Core thesis of the dis-
cussion is Fedorov’s statement that the 
US government is planning a coup d’état 
in Russia, expected to start with riots at 
the elections for the Governor in Saint 
Petersburg.

Yevgeny Alexeyevich Fedorov From the 
point of view of the United States of 
America an orange revolution, or inter-
vention, has begun in Russia. It started 
about a month ago.

Interviewer: Since when?
Since the decision regarding the elections 
in Saint Petersburg.

I’ll explain: it is already clear that the 
Americans will start attacking Russia with 
a strike on Saint  Petersburg. That is, they 
will land their first blow there in Septem-
ber1, during the elections for the Governor.

Are you saying that they want to install 
their Governor there?
No, they don’t just need their Governor, 
they need the whole of Russia, and not 
just Saint Petersburg. They have calculat-
ed that Saint Petersburg is a weak link, 
a vulnerable place. An offensive usually 

starts with an attack on the weakest point. 
Why is it the weakest? Traditionally Saint 
Petersburg is a city with the strongest op-
position. The balance of the opposition in 
Moscow is about 30 percent, in Saint Pe-
tersburg about 40 percent. It has the po-
tential, a balance of power, liberal views, 
and so on. It has tradition. Well, it is no 
accident that Petersburg was the birth-
place of three Russian revolutions! It is 
more Western, I would say. A certain 
mentality has been formed there. There is 
a better and stronger position, or a base, 
there. Secondly, it is symbolically a major 
city. This is Putin’s city! In other words, a 
blow to Putin through Petersburg is like a 
blow to Russia through Ukraine. And the 
Americans know it. 2–3 weeks ago the US 
Ambassador held a closed meeting in one 
of the theatres in Moscow, where he open-
ly said that the first blow will be struck 
in Saint Petersburg during the elections in 
September. It’s already in the making. I 
know that the Americans are pushing for 
Dmitrieva2 through the fifth column.

What does this blow mean? How is it 
going to be manifested? Will the Maidan 
actually begin in Saint Petersburg?
No, this will be a rehearsal.

You see, when we talk about orange 
intervention or revolution, although it is 
more correct to say “an intervention”, rev-
olution is an internal process while inter-
vention comes from the outside. It is a 
form of invasion like a landing, or like a 
foreign invasion in a war situation. This is 
a form of intrusion that attacks the weak-
est positions where the ground is better 
prepared. The Americans are concentrat-
ing their forces for the orange interven-

tion in certain 
areas. They al-
ready have cer-
tain sites for 
an  in terven-
tion. They chose 
Saint Petersburg 
as the first site. 
The process has 
begun. The pro-
cess is being 
h e l p e d :  t h e 
whole story with an early election in Saint 
Petersburg is not accidental! That is, on 
the one hand, the 5th column in Russia is 
playing along, and on the other hand, there 
is pressure from “across the street”. These 
are joint things. They chose this weak link, 
a relatively weak spot. What does it mean? 
First, they will spend as much money on 
the Saint Petersburg election as all the 
candidates will be able to “employ”. They 
give money to all the candidates except to 
Poltavchenko.3 In other words, they will 
offer any amount of money. Note, they 
won’t tell them to change their ideology. 
Here are bags [of money]. Do what you 
like. This is the first factor. The second 
factor. They will send to Petersburg the 
same trained young people and fighters 
as those who were prepared in Ukraine. 
If necessary, they will be issued with Rus-
sian passports. The total number of fight-
ers in Russia, prepared by the Americans, 
ranges from 50,000 to 100,000. On the 
basis of Ukraine. Of course, you won’t 
be able to pick them out: they are Russian 
people, in pure form. These people will 
come to Petersburg and rent apartments in 

The next Maidan will take place  
in Saint Petersburg this September

Interview with Yevgeny Fedorov, Deputy of the State Duma of the Russian Federation 

Yevgeny A. Fedorov 
(picture ma)

continued on page 6
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”The next Maidan will take …” 
continued from page 5

great numbers. Their task will be to carry 
out provocations, if necessary, military 
provocations.

What does it all mean? It means ter-
rorist activities! The Right Sector as you 
know does not have any problems with 
terrorist activities.

That’s true!
They don’t have any moral boundaries. If 
you give them guns in Saint Petersburg they 
won’t have problems shooting people from 
a car. 50,000–100,000 is like a peaceful 
component. That is, they can be armed with 
clubs when necessary. At the same time the 
fifth column is playing along. Dmitrieva 
showing up of in Saint Petersburg and 
Navalny4 in Moscow was the work of the 
5th column. The work of the 5th column is 
being organized and pushed forward from 
the top, from Moscow. Not from the bottom 
because it didn’t pass the barrier. These are 
just examples: That means that even if the 
5th column goes off the track, the Ameri-
cans will have something to replace it with. 
They have begun the attack! This is a di-
rect response to the BRICS countries, the 
creation of an anti-American coalition and 
the world’s liberation movements, and the 
offensive in the Ukraine, when the rebels 
managed to repel the invaders in Donetsk 
and Lugansk. That is another form of inva-
sion of Russia. One is a military form, and 
another one is not. An “orange” interven-
tion scenario is the same everywhere. The 
recently appointed US Ambassador in Rus-
sia5 is a successful specialist in such revo-
lutions. He personally conducted two such 
revolutions: in Georgia and Ukraine. Both 
were successful, with both presidents re-
placed. This is pretty much a proven tech-
nique for him. Even for him personally. In 
total, the Americans conducted 20 inter-
ventions of this type, 3 of which have been 
conducted by him personally. Now they 
have designated Petersburg for the home 
base of the invasion. Their next goal is to 
destabilize Petersburg, “shake up” the sit-
uation and if possible, pull out the second 
round of the plan. The second round will 
be an armed uprising. It’s already clear. If 
the second round falls through, then there 
will be a powerful street uprising. Provoca-
tions, fights … In short, destabilization. It’s 
already quite clear.

You can even give a new title to your 
video: The orange intervention against 
Russia has begun!

Yevgeny Alexeyvich, did we understand 
it correctly that the USA has counted on 
internal protests in Saint Petersburg and 
not in Moscow?
No, they have counted on a number of hot-
spots.

Well, if in 2012 they tried to organize 
mass protests in Moscow, are they going 
to try to do the same in Saint Petersburg?
In principle, yes. The same thing, only 
with new techniques!

First, there is a new Ukrainian factor: 
a 100 thousand brainwashed people. The 
propaganda is at work turning people into 
animals there. Their position has strength-
ened in case you haven’t paid attention. 
You know, people are watching and many 
of them are rejoicing at the victories in 
Ukraine. There are no victories! There are 
some tactical gains, but no wins. Just six 
months ago we had a neutral neighbour-
ing country. Now we have a country that 
has more than 40 million people and is ab-
solutely militarily hostile to Russia. What 
kind of victory is that? Moreover, they 
have a Russian population. This is a coun-
try which can serve as a good base for the 
invasion of Russia by orange invaders of 
the modern type. It wasn’t like this just 
six months ago. It means that the balance 
of power around Russia has fundamental-
ly changed. We suffered a huge defeat in 
the geopolitical sense. We didn’t have an 
enemy yesterday, and today our enemies 
look like us. In fact, it is a clear victory by 
the 5th column. It has won politically, mili-
tarily, and from there to a military invasion 
of Russia. This is a very powerful change 
in the situation. It wasn’t like this during 
the Moscow events. There were some peo-
ple from the Baltic States, Ukraine, and 
from all over the world. However, they 
didn’t have a base for an invasion. Now 
they have a huge base. This is a funda-
mental change in the situation! True, we 
are better prepared now… This means 
that there will be a full-scale street bat-
tle in Saint Petersburg. I wouldn’t call it a 
war, but it will be a full-scale street battle. 
We can say in advance that it will happen 
in September. This does not mean that the 
Americans will win the whole of Russia. 
They will create a springboard for an inva-
sion of Moscow next year.

So, even if they lose, they will “make 
some noise”?
No, they will certainly lose. It is necessary 
to understand the political system. From a 
formal point of view, they of course, will 
not elect an American. That much is clear, 
and they don’t set such a goal. Their goal 
is to launch a destabilization. We can pre-
sent a list of things. For example, they will 
declare the election in Saint Petersburg 
rigged. Guaranteed! Whatever happens, 
they will announce that the elections were 
rigged. They will organize riots under this 
or any other pretext. This is their frame-
work. If this 3rd revolution is to be success-
ful for the US Ambassador, it will be the 
same as the previous ones. It will be the 
powerful work of the 5th column. There 
will be strange behavior by policemen in 

Saint Petersburg. Weird behavior by city 
officials, i.e. heads of districts, who, being 
subordinates of the Governor, will sud-
denly start fighting against him. All this 
will be a cover for this system of invasion. 
There will be a bunch of bizarre stories. 
However, they will only seem strange if 
you bury your head in the sand. And it’s 
like the line they push today, as if noth-
ing is happening. No competition, no such 
a thing. However, if you look in terms of 
global competition, there will be abso-
lutely logical things such as an invasion 
of Russia and a destruction of the Russian 
people and the state. Then this invasion is 
further divided into elements and stages. 
The first one is, I repeat, Saint Petersburg. 
It’s already clear. That’s why I think that 
NLM (national liberation movement) will 
announce a mobilization, a support pro-
gram of our Department of NLM in Saint 
Petersburg, which, of course, will rise up 
to protect their city from the foreign in-
vaders. That’s clear. 

Yevgeny Alexeyvich, you said that the po-
lice will begin to act strangely, but it’s 
clear that they will be acting under or-
ders.
There will be different kinds of police. 
Some will behave strangely, some won’t, 
but you will start seeing odd things. 

They did it in Kiev. Nobody was issuing 
orders, for example.
That’s what I mean.

The police in Kiev acted very strangely. In 
the end, they decided to ignore their or-
ders, but it was too late. Does it mean that 
this story won’t teach us anything?
Let us, Masha, answer your question. The 
tragedy in Kiev took place a few months 
ago and ended in March. Has anyone in 
Russia analyzed it? Have you noticed at 
least someone? Anyone? Any TV talk 
show? I do, of course, but I’m talking 
about the official media, power represent-
atives.

No!
In other words, there is a huge catastro-
phe unfolding, which is resulting in the 
death of tens of thousands of people. And 
no one, not even a single talk show tries 
to analyse it. Although it’s clear that talk-
shows are stupid. It is absolutely obvious 
that an analysis of the situation in Ukraine 
is being covered up in Russia. It is not al-
lowed. Who is not allowing it? The same 
players who are preparing this script in 
Moscow, the rest of Russia, and Saint Pe-
tersburg. This is the government’s 5th col-
umn that has enough power to block the 
analysis of the situation. We are being 
blocked from releasing information. The 

continued on page 7
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NLM is, obviously, conducting an analy-
sis, but we are blocked, and not allowed 
to give this analysis to the media. Our ac-
tivists are being blocked in the regions, 
when they try to raise slogans. They are 
not even allowed to discuss it!

I want to say now, what is important 
in an orange intervention. The main thing 
in an orange intervention is not militants 
but the operational techniques of the 5th 
column in the structures of power. For in-
stance, as officials, generals, businessmen, 
and editors of media suddenly start to 
change their position. Literally within one 
day – they change their position 180 de-
grees and begin to follow a different line – 
not the one they were following to that day 
and made a promise to follow to an offi-
cial from the government or somewhere 
else. This is the change and the technique 
of preparation for this change.

How is communication conducted so 
it makes officials betray their homeland? 
At any particular point by a specific plan. 
And the second point. The plan, which was 
scripted in the United States, provides 100 
clauses of petty betrayals, which collective-
ly lead to a predetermined result. An offi-
cial does not go on the main square shout-
ing: I am a traitor! Although we’ve seen it 
in Ukraine. Remember the story about a 
head of the border guard service, who said 
that he would knock down his commander 
in chief if he did not execute the orders of 
the United States. Thus, there was an open 
betrayal there. But the majority or 99% of 
all betrayals were hidden. For example, a 
General who was supposed to protect a fa-
cility, did not show up. He said: I slept in. 
As if, well, he slept in... Hard to under-
stand. Maybe he’ll be given a reprimand. 
Seemingly he didn’t commit a betrayal, 
but it fits into the plan of betrayal and his 
“sleeping in” is an element of this plan. He 
slept in at the right time, the right place, 
and the time and place were exploited by 
the specially trained squad, who knew that 
he would sleep in. It’s pretty clear, right? 
This is the technique, and it’s not being an-
alyzed. It is prohibited to analyze it. This 
means that it’s 100% in the making here. 
The same people! A method of fighting 
against an orange intervention is an anal-
ysis of this technique. An analysis, which 
is not being done! Neither society, the state 
officials, nor the police are ready for it yet. 
None at all! If no one is analysing it then, 
of course, there is no preparedness. Other-
wise there would be a willingness and un-
derstanding. To ensure a betrayal in the 
General’s “sleeping in” case, it is better to 
forewarn two generals: one will betray, and 
the second will show up on time. You un-

derstand, right? There are different meth-
ods of struggle because of a preponderance 
of power. Therefore a very important com-
ponent in this betrayal is secrecy. This tech-
nique is not really hidden, it is simply for-
bidden to study and analyze it.

They try to hush it up.
They deliberately suppress it. The moment 
they started to hush up the techniques of 
foreign intervention in Ukraine, we can 
be sure that the same is being prepared in 
Russia. The fact of the hushing up is the 
first phase of the preparation.

What other cities, except Saint Peters-
burg, are involved?
The first strike will be in Saint Petersburg, 
but there will be several supporting strikes 
in Kaliningrad, the Far East, the Caucasus 
through terrorism, and Crimea. These are 
the main spots selected by the Americans. 
Well, they will, of course, try to interfere 
in Moscow. They are now trying it in the 
Urals, by the way. The Americans creat-
ed a solid base in Yekaterinburg. I mean a 
base for invasion.

Will all of this happen simultaneously in 
September?
This will all be agreed, of course! 

The national liberation forces that will try 
to resist them, won’t be allowed to con-
centrate in one place, right? 
Their goal is to prevent the national liber-
ation forces from becoming the rule. The 
NLF have enough force, but they do not 
have access to the decision-making sys-
tem in the government. There is Putin, but 
he doesn’t make decisions. Decisions in 
the government are made by second ech-
elon officials who are controlled by the 
USA. They prevent Putin’s orders from 
trickling down. We see it everywhere. 
Take the de-offshorization (“on-shor-
ing”)… They work directly for the Amer-
icans. These are the highest and the sec-
ond echelon officials.

Why do they work for the Americans? 
The Americans hand-picked and promot-
ed them to their positions because of their 
views. Liberal views, for example. They are 
integrated into the system through threats 
and corruption. For example, the Americans 
provide protection and a cover-up for their 
compromising materials. If they won’t pro-
vide services to the Americans, they will go 
to jail. They will be jailed in Russia. Not 
only policemen in the 5th column, but hon-
est policemen also. Let’s say, an honest po-
liceman was given material about a cor-
rupted official. Therefore, he is obliged to 
arrest him. He could even be given money 
to do so. Well, why not arrest him, right? 
What if the material on the corruption was 

the basis for the official to be appointed to 
this position in the first place? These are the 
techniques. Some have children abroad ... 
Imagine a child being arrested somewhere 
in London. This will be tougher than seiz-
ing their properties. They can survive hav-
ing their palaces seized, but the arrest of a 
child is a different story. If a child is arrest-
ed in America, he can face the death penalty 
and in London, life imprisonment. That’s it! 
This official has just been recruited. Thus, 
there is a set of methods for this work. They 
are the main element of the orange revolu-
tion. Not even 100,000 fighters! The main 
element of the orange revolution is the 5th 
column in power structures. They will be 
selling their country bit by bit. They will be 
selling it gradually according to a plan de-
veloped in the United States. The goal that 
the Americans set for the elections of the 
mayor in Saint Petersburg is to develop and 
launch an ideologue to overthrow Putin. 
This elaborate scheme then can be used 
on all Russian citizens: on TV, in the pub-
lic sphere, etc. In the next stage, next year, 
or perhaps a little later it will enable set-
ting the whole country on fire. It’s like par-
atroopers dropping and capturing a bridge-
head. Militarily speaking, a bridgehead 
does not decide the outcome of a war, but 
it prepares for a general offensive. That’s 
what Saint Petersburg is for. We consider 
the situation in Petersburg very seriously. It 
does not mean that they will win because 
the winning and freeing Saint Petersburg 
from Putin is not the goal. The actual goal 
is to launch a general offense through Pe-
tersburg.

I see!  •
Source:  original video on poznavatelnoe.tv and 
eafederov.ru 

 Explanations by Current Concerns
1 On 14 September 2014, a new Governor of Saint 

Petersburg will be elected. The elections have be-
come necessary because the previous governor, 
Georgy Sergeyevich Poltavchenko, resigned from 
office.

2  Oksana Dmitrieva teaches economics at Saint Pe-
tersburg State University of Economics and Fi-
nance. She’s a deputy in the Duma of the Russian 
Federation. She is a member of the party “Fair Rus-
sia” and a candidate for the Office of the Governor 
of Saint Petersburg in the 14 September elections.

3  Georgi Sergeyevich Poltavchenko has been Gov-
ernor of Saint Petersburg since August 2011. At 
the time he was nominated for this office by the 
then Russian President Medvedev and subsequently 
elected by the Parliament in Saint Petersburg with 
a large majority. In June 2014, he resigned from 
his office, but until the election of his successor, he 
will carry on his official functions.

4 Anatolievich Alexei Navalny is part of the opposi-
tion against the Russian government. In 2013, he 
was a candidate for the office of Mayor of Moscow, 
but was defeated in the elections with 27 percent of 
the vote.

5  John Tefft has been Ambassador of the USA to 
Russia since 31 July 2014. Previously he was Am-
bassador of the USA to Lithuania (2000–2003), 
Georgia (2005–2009) and Ukraine (2009–2013).

”The next Maidan will take …” 
continued from page 6



No 20/21   13 September 2014 Current Concerns  Page 8

continued on page 9

Anglo-Saxon agression against Russia is 
taking the form of financial and economic 
warfare. However, Moscow is preparing 
for armed hostilities by developing its ag-
ricultural self-sufficency and multiplying 
its alliances. For Thierry Meyssan, after 
the creation of the caliphate in the Le-
vant, Washington would lay down a new 
card in September in Saint Petersburg. 
The ability of Russia to maintain its in-
ternal stability will determine the course 
of events.

The offensive led by Anglo-Saxons (USA, 
UK and Israel) for world domination con-
tinues on two lines simultaneously: both 
the creation of the “Greater Middle East” 
by attacking simultaneously Iraq, Syria, 
Lebanon and Palestine, and separating 
Russia from the European Union through 
the crisis they organized in Ukraine.

In this sprint, it seems that Washing-
ton wants to impose the dollar as the sin-
gle currency in the gas market, the energy 
source of the twenty-first century, the way 
it imposed it on the oil1 market. 

The Western media hardly cover the war 
in Donbass and their population is ignorant 
of the scale of the fighting, the US mili-
tary presence, the number of civilian cas-
ualties, the wave of refugees. On the other 
hand, Western media have a delayed reac-
tion to events in North Africa and the Le-
vant, presenting them either as the result of 
a so-called “Arab Spring” (that is to say, in 
practice, a takeover by the Muslim Brother-
hood), or as the destructive effect of a civ-
ilization which is inherently violent. More 
than ever, it is necessary to help the Arabs 
who are incapable of living peacefully in 
the absence of Western settlers.

Russia is now the leading power capa-
ble of leading the resistance to Anglo-Sax-
on imperialism. It has three tools: BRICS, 
an alliance of economic rivals who know 
they can not grow up without one another, 
the Shanghai Cooperation Organization, 
a strategic alliance with China to stabilize 
Central Asia and finally, the Organization 
for Collective Security Treaty, a military 
alliance of former Soviet states.

At the Fortaleza Summit (Brazil), 
which was held from 14 to 16 July, 
BRICS took the plunge and announced 
the creation of a monetary reserve fund 
(mainly Chinese) and a BRICS Bank as 
alternatives to the International Mone-
tary Fund and the World Bank, the dol-
lar system2.

Even before this announcement, the An-
glo-Saxons had established their answer: the 

transformation of the Al-Qaeda terrorist net-
work in order to prepare unrest among all 
Muslim peoples of Russia and China.3 They 
continued their offensive in Syria and spilled 
over the borders both in Iraq and in Leba-
non. They failed, however, to expel part of 
the Palestinians to Egypt and to destabilize 
the region even more deeply. Finally, they 
keep away from Iran to give President Has-
san Rohani a chance to weaken the power of 
the anti-imperialist Khomeinists.

Two days after the announcement of 
the BRICS, the United States accused 
Russia of destroying Malaysia Airlines 
flight MH17 over the Donbass, killing 
298 people. On this basis, purely arbi-
trary, they forced the Europeans to enter 
into economic war against Russia. Situ-
ating itself as a court, the Council of the 
European Union tried and convicted Rus-
sia without any evidence and without giv-
ing it an opportunity to defend itself. The 
CEU issued “sanctions” against its finan-
cial system.

Recognizing that European leaders are 
not working for the interests of their peo-
ple, but for those of the Anglo-Saxons, 
Russia has gnawed at the bit and refrained 
from going to war in Ukraine. It supports 
the insurgents with arms and intelligence, 
and hosts more than 500,000 refugees, 
but declines to send troops into the fray. 
It probably will not happen until the vast 
majority of Ukrainians revolt against Pres-
ident Poroshenko, even if it does not enter 
the country until after the fall of the Peo-
ple’s Republic of Donetsk.

Faced with economic warfare, Moscow 
has chosen to respond with similar meas-
ures, but in agriculture, not finance. Two 
considerations guided this choice: first, 
short-term, other BRICS can mitigate the 
consequences of so-called “sanctions”; on 
the other hand, medium and long term, Rus-
sia is preparing for war and intends to com-
pletely rebuild its agriculture to go it alone.

Moreover, the Anglo-Saxons have 
planned to paralyze Russia from within. 
First by activating, via the Islamic Emir-
ate (EIS), terrorist groups within its Muslim 
population, and organizing a media chal-
lenge in the municipal elections of 14 Sep-
tember.4 Large sums of money have been 
distributed to all opposition candidates in 
the thirty largest cities involved, while at 
least 50,000 Ukrainian agitators, mixed with 
refugees, are regrouping in Saint Petersburg. 
Most of them have dual Russian citizenship. 
This is clearly to reproduce at the provincial 
level protests that followed the elections in 
Moscow in December 2011 – with the addi-

tion of violence; and engage the country in a 
color revolution process to which certain of-
ficials in the ruling class are favorable.

To do so, Washington has appointed 
a new ambassador to Russia, John Tefft, 
who had prepared the “Rose Revolution” 
in Georgia and the coup in Ukraine.

It will be important for President 
Vladimir Putin to be able to trust his prime 
minister, Dmitry Medvedev, whom Wash-
ington hoped to recruit to overthrow him.

Considering the imminent danger, Mos-
cow would have been able to convince Be-
ijing to accept the accession of India in ex-
change for that of Iran (but also those of 
Pakistan and Mongolia) to the Shanghai Co-
operation Organization (SCO). The decision 
should be published at the summit in Du-
shanbe (Tajikistan) on 12 and 13 September. 
It should put an end to the conflict which has 
opposed India and China for centuries and 
engage them in military cooperation. 

This reversal, if confirmed, also would 
end the honeymoon between New Delhi 
and Washington who was hoping to dis-
tance India from Russia in particular by 
giving access to nuclear technologies. The 
membership of New Delhi is also a bet on 
the sincerity of the new Indian prime min-
ister, Narendra Modi, despite the suspi-
cion that he encouraged anti-Muslim vio-
lence in 2002 in Gujarat when he was the 
leading Minister.

In addition, the accession of Iran, 
which is a provocation in the face of 
Washington, should give the SCO pre-
cise knowledge of jihadist movements 
and ways to counter them. Again, if con-
firmed, it would reduce Iran’s willingness 
to negotiate a lull with the “Great Satan” 
that led it to elect Sheik Hassan Rohani 
to the presidency. It would be a gamble 
on the authority of the Supreme Leader 
of the Islamic Revolution, Ayatollah Ali 
Khamenei.

Indeed, these memberships would mark 
the beginning of the shift in the world 
from the West to the East.5 Still, this trend 
must be protected militarily. This is the 
role of the Organization for Collective 
Security Treaty (CSTO), formed around 
Russia, but to which China does not be-
long. Unlike NATO, this organization is a 
classic alliance, consistent with the Char-
ter of the United Nations since each mem-
ber retains the option to leave if it wants. 
So it is based on this freedom that Wash-
ington has tried in recent months to buy 
some members, including Armenia. How-

Russian strategy in the face of  
Anglo-American imperialism 

The beginning of world shift
by Thierry Meyssan
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ever, the chaotic situation in Ukraine ap-
pears to have cooled those who dreamed 
of US “protection”.

Tension is likely to increase in the com-
ing weeks. •
1  “What do wars in Ukraine, Gaza, Syria and 

Libya have in common ?”, by Alfredo Jalife-
Rahme, La Jornada (Mexico), Voltaire Network, 
8 August 2014.

2 “6th BRICS Summit: the seeds of a new financial 
architecture”, by Ariel Noyola Rodríguez, Voltaire 
Network, 3 July 2014. “Sixth BRICS Summit: For-
taleza Declaration and Action Plan”, Voltaire Net-
work, 16 July 2014.

3 “Un djihad mondial contre les BRICS?”, par Al-
fredo Jalife-Rahme, Traduction Arnaud Bréart, La 
Jornada (México), Réseau Voltaire, 18 juillet 2014.

4 in this context see also the interview with the 
Deputy of the State Duma of the Russian Federa-
tion, Evgenii A. Fedorow on page? of this issue 
of Current Concerns: https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=WNAPbuwLMHg#t=14 (footnote of Cur-
rent Concerns redaction)

5 “Russia and China in the Balance of the Middle 
East : Syria and other countries”, by Imad Fawzi 
Shueibi, Voltaire Network, 27 January 2012.

Source: www.voltairenet.org/article185074.html

(Translation  Roger Lagassé)

”Russian strategy ...” 
continued from page 8

After President 
Obama’s domestic 
policy has failed, 
his approval rat-
ings have sunk 
below 30% and 
his foreign policy 
with both its espi-
onage war and its 
subversive mili-
tary adventures 
in North Africa, 
Syria and Ukraine 

having failed, he wanted at least to pro-
vide its funders, the high finance and mul-
tinational corporations, with market and 
competitive advantages in Europe, while 
at the same time he wanted to counter 
the USA’s decreasing importance on the 
markets and Russia’s growing importance 
in Europe with a transatlantic free trade 
agreement, the Transatlantic Trade and 
Investment Partnership(“TTIP”). 

The pro-banks-German Chancellor and 
the pro-corporations-Minister of Com-
merce in Berlin immediately applauded 
even before they knew what game is being 
played. The German large-scale industry 
took the next move and published sugar-
coated growth advantage numbers (EU ex-
ports to the USA+0.5%), so negotiations 

between the United States and its group 
representatives on the one hand and

 the European Commission on the other 
hand immediately started in the summer 
of 2013. 

As these negotiations were conduct-
ed in secret on US orders (how democrat-
ic!), and the European member countries 
could not participate in the negotiations 
(EU central government instead of sover-
eign states), it was not clear from the be-
ginning what we have to expect from such 
a secretly negotiated competition law that 
cannot be controlled by us but will be im-
posed upon us only afterwards: 

1. Formally, it is an absurdity that the 
American government with the help 
of American corporations want to ne-
gotiate and settle an agreement, which 
is intended to be coercive for all Euro-
pean states, with a single, not elected 
Commissioner. 

2. Although this agreement, controlled 
by big economy, would affect millions 
of medium-sized enterprises, they and 
their interests are excluded from the ne-
gotiations. 

3. And though, especially in Europe, mil-
lions of workers would have to bear the 
consequences of this agreement, the 
unions are also not admitted in the ne-
gotiations. 

4. Above all, the liability consequences of 
this agreement (investment protection) 
would be able to overrun the European 
countries with US corporations’ claims 
for damages whereas the European na-
tion-states and their taxpayers, howev-
er, are excluded, as well. 

5. With great difficulty we have enforced 
consumer protection and environmen-
tal standards in Germany and Europe. 
But these interests and for example 
consumer protectors are excluded from 
the TTIP negotiations. 

A plot of the multinationals  
to avoid national democratic  

competition standards
On the American side, banking and cor-
porate lobbyists are also involved in the 
negotiations apart from government rep-
resentatives, on the European side there 
are only EU bureaucrats. No wonder 
economy, science and population consid-
er the TTIP agreement to be a conspira-
cy of multinational corporations intended 
to overcome national democratic compe-
tition standards in Europe. 

After the US high finance has succeed-
ed in stabilizing their bad banks in the fi-

nancial crisis at the expense and liabili-
ty of Europe (particularly Germany), the 
US multi corporations take the next move 
and try to conquer the European market 
for their undesired practices and products 
with the help of TTIP agreement. 

With the planned free trade agree-
ment not only all tariffs, but also differ-
ent standards and safety regulations are 
supposed to be reduced. Each US group 
wants to have all of the same rights in 
all EU countries that it has at home. The 
TTIP therefore wants to raze and make 
ineffective those standards and norms 
that are particularly high in Europe, i.e. 
standards in the areas of food and agricul-
ture, medicine, health, research and prod-

Again, the multinational corporations  
want to lever out national democracy by means of TTIP

by Professor Dr Eberhard Hamer, SME Institute Hannover

Eberhard Hamer  
(picture ma)

continued on page 10

TTIP (Transatlantic Trade and 
Investment Partnership)

hhg. A TTIP’s predecessor was the 
MAI (Multilateral Agreement about 
Investments) which was worked out 
by the most important transnational 
enterprises. MAI was to give these en-
terprises the possibility to sue sover-
eign nations at an international au-
thority for economical disadvantages 
and to make them pay up. When in 
1997 people found out about MAI’s 
content, protests in Europe became 
that massive that the French Prime 
minister Lionel Jospin didn’t sign it. 
MAI was off the table. With TTIP in-
ternational enterprises and investors 
are triggering another attempt to en-
force their interests by overruling the 
peoples’ right of self-determination.

TTIP concerns all fields

TTIP not only includes rules for trade 
and investment but interferes pro-
foundly with the sovereignty of na-
tions. The following aspects are es-
sential:
– gene technology: the labels GVO/

GMO are to be abolished, 
– data protection: insecure data 

flow from the EU to the USA,
– foods security: EU prohibition of 

chlorine, disinfectant and growth 
hormone (Ractopoamin) treated 
meat is to be abandoned,

– financial sector: national rules con-
cerning financial regulations are to 
be repealed,

– national regulations concerning 
transport, health, education, ener-
gy, water, development plans, per-
son’s freedom of movement are to 
be removed.



No 20/21   13 September 2014 Current Concerns  Page 10

continued on page 11

uct admission, environmental and animal 
welfare, labor and social affairs, cultur-
al promotion, because American govern-
ment policy is always group policy and 
each US president only accepts contracts 
that suit American interests at 100%, 
i.e. those contracts are actually dictates. 
Therefore the liability of nations, already 
demanded by the United States, for all 
laws that restrict (for example for envi-
ronmental or health reasons) US corpora-
tions’ investments was declared “non-ne-
gotiable” and the settlement of litigations 
through private courts of arbitration with 
mostly American law firms was made a 
prerequisite of TTIP rather than settling 
those conflicts through the established 
national justice systems. 

European competitors will be spied on
That, however, the NSA is spying on each 
European competitor and delivers the ob-
tained data to the American competitors, 
is also not for debate and, oddly enough, 
not even considered by European govern-
ments as a reason to terminate negotia-
tions. In case the TTIP were settled se-
cretly by the handful of multinational 
corporations and EU officials, 
– the US biotech giant Monsanto could 

uncontrollably expand its harmful US-
GMO seed monopolies on to our fields, 
get rid of organic competitors by con-
tamination with GM crops and estab-
lish the same seed monopolies in Eu-
rope that they already achieved in the 
Americas (corn, soy, wheat, rice). And 
this, although the first independent re-
search brought about the startling re-
sult that the long term consumption of 
GM soy by mice generated infertility 
in the animals of 10 generations later. 
The corporations ruthlessly seek their 
short-term profit rather than a long-
term gain. 

– The same applies to American medi-
cal products that are not approved in 
Europe. Everyone knows how close to 
the approval bodies the connections of 
US medical companies are. After TTIP 
these products would automatically be 
sold in Europe, despite all concerns – 
and we wouldn’t have any national ap-
peal mechanisms at hand. 

– Our social standards set up by the un-
ions differ from the American Wild 
West capitalism. The latter would then 
be imposed on us by TTIP. Why do the 
unions not oppose against this looming 
dismantling of “social achievements”? 

– Rightly, after all, the fine arts and cul-
ture have protested against TTIP. It 
would make the national public cul-
tural funding vulnerable by calling it 
an “unauthorized distortion of com-
petition”. What would happen here if 
the orchestras, theaters, museums and 
other cultural institutions were no long-
er publicly funded? 

– Rightly, also environmentalists are pro-
testing against TTIP: Wherever Ameri-
can standards allow environmental de-
struction such as the fracking of oil, 
large surface deforestation, acid dis-
charge into rivers or similar proce-
dures, the US could claim the same 
for their production in Europe calling 
it “equal competition conditions”. Our 
decades of development of environ-
mental culture would be endangered, 
if not destroyed by TTIP. Precisely for 
this reason environmentalists are nei-
ther admitted to nor informed about 
these negotiations. 

– More than 90% of all Germans do not 
want any chemicals in their food. TTIP 
would force us, however, to come ac-
cross US hormone-treated beef and 
chlorine chicken en masse in the su-
permarkets. In the USA it is the con-
sumer who must prove which damage 
has been caused by these products. In 
Europe it is just the opposite: Here, 

the producer must prove that the prod-
uct does not do any harm. This contra-
diction would be eliminated by push-
ing American standards through. For 
example chemical hormone meat: for 
years Americans have wanted to flood 
the EU with chemical hormone meat, 
which the EU has so far blocked; nev-
ertheless was the EU sentenced by the 
WTO to pay penalties for that “of-
fence”. TTIP would open the Europe-
an market for US-chemical hormone 
meat. 

– The United States would give up TTIP 
if they were not granted investment 
protection clauses with the right to lit-
igate American corporations against 
EU countries before the private secret 
court ICSID, as has been demand-
ed from Canada in spite of all pro-
tests. TTIP is practically off the na-
tional judiciary and all lawsuits with 
respect to violations of national liber-
alization (for example, environmental 
standards, health standards or other) 
should be left to the arbitral courts in-
tertwined with American companies 
– without further appeal. This would 
turn all our legal traditions upside 
down, but is demanded by the US ne-
gotiators as a condition. So far, over 
70% of all such disputes have been de-
cided in favor of the US-companies by 
these private courts – thus legal peace 
and confidence would be destroyed on 
the transatlantic level. How ruthless-
ly and arbitrarily American justice im-
plements national benefits and inter-
national discrimination is particularly 
evident in France, where the US De-
partment of Justice wants to impose a 
penalty amounting to 10 billion dol-
lars on the French bank BNP Paribas, 
because this bank is said to have disre-
garded the sanctions against Iran that 
the United States had introduced uni-
laterally. The transactions had noth-
ing to do with the USA. But the US 
Court considered itself competent be-
cause the transactions had been made 
in US dollars. In the future, such arbi-
trary acts by the US Justice would be 
common if the EU bureaucrats subju-
gate us under US Investment Protec-
tion by the TTIP Agreement. 

– Apart from the fact that the EU Com-
mission does not deserve blind faith 
for the secret negotiations, and on the 
American side multinationals dictate 
events and contracts, the agreement – 
as far as it is known – narrowly focus-
es on US corporations’ interests. TTIP 
would thus unilaterally favor US cor-
porations, but would do more harm 
than good to the Europeans. 

”Again, the multinational corporations…’” 
continued from page 9

The future: independence, Swiss model, entering EFTA 

In general, trade agreements are impor-
tant for peace, prosperity and economic 
development! But: health, the environ-
ment and the Mittelstand may must not 
go to rack and ruin, thereby! 

Such far-reaching free trade agree-
ments such as TTIP actually resemble 
– as mentioned above – a coup d’etat. 
The nation-state as a bastion of civil 
rights may possibly be abolished in the 
process. The European Free Trade Asso-
ciation EFTA, however, presents an al-
ternitive: It consists of the non-EU mem-
bers Switzerland, Liechtenstein, Norway 
and Iceland, yet has currently negotiat-
ed agreements with countries all over 
the world. Its member states are not po-

litically restricted in any way, and agri-
culture as a particularly sensitive area is 
excluded. 

And what would it take? 
It takes exemplary figures and coura-
geous politicians like Hans Schaffner 
(Federal Councillor and late President 
of Switzerland). For Switzerland, he 
declined to join GATT without being 
granted an exemption for agriculture. 
His efforts were successful after ten 
years of negotiations. And he is the “Fa-
ther of EFTA”, too. 

Mag. Klaus Faissner, Freelance Journalist, 
Vienna, 16 January 2014

(Translation Current Concerns)
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The alleged benefits of economic 
growth through TTIP are nowhere  

seriously laid down 

Above all, the alleged benefits of eco-
nomic growth through TTIP are nowhere 
seriously laid down, but manipulated in 
such a way that distrust of the TTIP con-
struct is legitimate if only for that. How-
ever, even if both sides achieved a growth 
rate of 0.5% – which is controversial – 
the Agreement and thus the disadvantag-
es, which we would have to put up with in 
agriculture, culture, health, environmen-
tal and social standards of our citizens, 
would not be worth it. 

We should tear the masks off their faces 
and call on all citizens to protest against 
the national dismantling of our civil rights, 
our justice, our social, environmental and 
health standards and our democratic self-
determination. 

The undemocratic EU bureaucracy can-
not relinquish essential democratic rights 
of its member states in secret negotiations 
and put them at the mercy of US-monop-
olists. Who permits so, has lost the right to 
national democracy. 

The proceeding of the United States 
is not new: The US high finance has un-
restrainedly printed dollars and – with 
agreements on the free movement of cap-
ital – imposed their self-created dollars 
as loans in over 200 countries around the 
world, so that these countries will have to 
pay tribute payments for generations (in-

terest and amortization) to the US high fi-
nance – the largest financial empire that 
has ever existed in the world! 

Now the American monopoly corpora-
tions, for example Monsanto, want to con-
quer the European market by the trans-
atlantic free trade agreements with its 

production and service inferior to Europe-
an standards, and make Europe the same 
production colony as it did to the finan-
cial market. 

The United States want to prevent 
 closer economic conections between 

Europe and Russia
The Americans’ subversive war in the 
Ukraine against the Russians shows the 
further background of TTIP: The US 
want to prevent any closer economic 
ties between Europe and Russia. There-
fore, there are the sanctions against Rus-
sia that do most harm to the German 
economy; therefore there is the agita-
tion against Russian gas deliveries (‘de-
pendence on Russian gas’) and therefore 
there is the alleged obligation of Europe 
to help the economic development of 
the corrupt and ailing Ukraine (annual-
ly 30–40 billion euro) – in the spirit of 
NATO doctrine: Keep the Russians out, 
the US in and the Germans down! 

But Europe is no longer an American 
satellite. We may not allow the capitalist 
officials to sell to the US-monopolists in 
secret talks all the achievements of gen-
erations and culture, e.g. in health stand-
ards, Non-GM agricultural diversity, 
freedom of chemistry and environmental 
standards!  •

(Translation Current Concerns)

”Again, the multinational corporations…’” 
continued from page 10 Austrians, ward off the TTIP!

The “Free Trade Agreements” be-
tween the USA and the EU, entitled TTIP 
(Transantlantic Trade and Investment 
Partnership) is only in name about free 
trade. Today, customs play only a minor 
role in the trade between the EU and the 
USA. Rather, it is about the further abo-
lition of protective laws for the Austrians 
in many areas: finance, industry, health, 
services, energy, water, land use, immi-
grant labor law, public procurement, 
food, seeds (genetically modified food, 
chlorine chicken, etc.), security, monitor-
ing, patents, trade data, and copyrights. 
Agreeing to TTIP would mean a harmo-
nization with the criminal US-sweatshop 
policy. A severe reduction of the former-
ly good Austrian standards is at stake. 
Based on TTIP, private corporations can 
sue states (Austria)! The EU Trade Com-
missioner De Gucht has defended the in-
clusion of investor protection in the TTIP. 
Big corporations will be enabled to have 
the same legal status as nation-states 
and could attack democratically estab-
lished laws which run counter to their 
profit interests. Banking and corporate 
rights before national rights – Austrians 
should not put up with this. 

How will the Austrians, above all the 
political representatives in government 
and parliament, will be able to defend 
the state against lawsuits claiming  bil-
lions of penalty payments after the ab-
olition of the Austrian measures to pro-
tect the economy and citizens? 

The TTIP is a further step towards the 
disempowerment of the citizens for the 
benefit of private profiteers. Secretly, 
behind closed doors the freedom of citi-
zens will continue to be abolished! 

It is foreseeable that the Austrian 
government will ultimately agree to 
the “TTIP madness”. The Austrian “au-
dience democracy”, the party-state 
(the power of the parties oppresses the 
political freedom of the citizens) must  
change towards a model of real polit-
ical participation of the citizens – fol-
lowing to the Swiss model of direct de-
mocracy. 

A reform of the EU is not possible and 
not wanted. In order to maintain peace 
and freedom Austria must leave the EU. 
TTIP is one reason more. 

Helmut Schramm, Vienna

(Translation Current Concerns)

“More and more states have begun to replace the US Dollar.” 

Not only BRICS countries, but also European countries 

The dominance of the USA and their 
self-ascribed role as the world police 
without restrictions and scruples is 
over. With the end of the Dollar as a 
world reserve currency, the era of the 
USA as a world power is ending, too. 
More and more states begin to replace 
the Dollar. So the BRICS countries (Bra-
zil, Russia, India, China and South Af-
rica) have decided to establish an own 
development bank and currency fund 
in order to get rid of the dependen-
cy from IMF and World Bank, domi-
nated by the USA. Also in Europe sev-
eral governments have recognized 
that they are only used by the Unit-
ed States in their effort to increasing-
ly encircle Russia. Through the sanc-
tions against Russia ordered by the 
USA the European economy is badly 
affected a fact coming just handy for 
the United States, as the EU is still a 
strong competitor on the global mar-
ket. In addition to the UK also France is 
going to reduce its Dollar reserves and 

allow global trade also in other curren-
cies. Now the Turkish Prime Minister 
Recep Tayyip Erdogan will replace the 
US Dollar as a reserve currency in the 
country’s trade with Russia. This way 
he wants to circumvent future sanc-
tions against Russia, because Russia is 
Turkey’s second largest trade partner. 
For NATO this U-turn could become a 
problem. Erdogan will therefore es-
tablish an alliance against the US Dol-
lar with President Putin. The USA are 
seeing their hopes dashed. Perhaps co-
operation rather than confrontation 
would be indicated, moreover, if one 
is no more in the position to dominate 
everything. 

Source: International Background Infor-
mation Service for policy, economy and 

military inter info, Linz, Episode 428,  
August 2014 

See also: Tyler Durden, “By ‘Punishing’ 
France, The US Just Accelerated The De-

mise Of The Dollar”, Global Research,  
5 July 2014
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The main lure to get Swiss farmers and 
mountain communities into a nature park 
was the assertion that the value of local 
companies could be enormously height-
ened with a park label on the regional 
products. However, as times went by, these 
publicity drums died down to a thin flute 
sound, continuously. For, the promised 
increase in value has not occurred in any 
way, although some parks have now been 
existing for a few years. However, the neg-
ative aspects of the EU-product “Nature 
Park” still remain: massive restrictions 
of municipal autonomy as well as of di-
rect-democratic decision-making power 
of citizens, bureaucratization and there-
fore higher costs for taxpayers, restrictions 
on freedom of movement and freedom of 
ownership due to so-called “preserva-
tion” regulations, etc. Current Concerns 
has frequently informed about this topic. 

Fortunately and despite massive prop-
aganda of the relevant federal agencies 
and consulting firms, the Swiss rural and 
mountain population has not been dis-
suaded yet from its proven forms of eco-
nomic activity – as a matter of course 
this has happened and is still happen-

ing while protecting the environment to 
the greatest possible extent. Moreover, it 
is encouraging that real Swiss organiza-
tions – and not imported ones – such as 
the Schweizer Berghilfe (Swiss Mountain 
Aid) and the Schweizerische Arbeitsge-
meinschaft für Berggebiete (SAB, Swiss 
Group for Mountain Regions) hold their 
ground and perform their tasks as ever.  
An encouraging example of the coopera-
tive form of economic activity, which has 
always played an important role in Swit-
zerland, is the Cooperative “La Cavagne”. 

Prix Montagne for Cooperative  
“La Cavagne” 

In a recently published press release one 
could read that the Cooperative “La Cav-
agne” won this year’s Prix Montagne 
(Press release from the Swiss Moun-
tain Aid and the SAB on 19 August). 40 
producers in Val d’Illiez, a valley in the 
Lower Valais, joined their forces to sell 
their agricultural products in the same 
store. Due to its strategic location on the 
road between Monthey and Champéry, 
but mainly because of the wide variety 
of high-quality regional products, sales 
were going so well that in 2013 the co-
operative was already able to open a sec-
ond store. For this, they were awarded the 
Prix Montagne in 2014, which is worth 
CHF 40,000. The prize is awarded by the 
Swiss Mountain Aid and the Swiss Group 
for Mountain Regions (SAB). 

Various products of “La Cavagne” like 
dairy and meat products such as cheese, 
Ziger (a local speciality), yogurt, sausages, 
ham and dried meat, make up for about 60 
percent of the product range. Moreover, fruit 

and vegetables from the Canton of Valais 
as well as processed products such as wine, 
honey, jams and biscuits are being sold, too. 
Furthermore, craftwork like the typical bas-
kets which have given their name to “La 
Cavagne” and an aperitif service with cheese 
or meat plates are on the offer, as well. 
(Source: Documentation Prix Montagne 2014) 

Value creation in the Swiss style
The Cooperative “La Cavagne” was 
awarded with the Prix Montagne, be-
cause of their “demonstrable and exempla-
ry contribution to value creation and em-
ployment” in the mountain area; in sharp 

Cooperatives instead of nature parks 
Société coopérative “La Cavagne” – a successful self-help project in Val d’Illiez

 by Dr iur Marianne Wüthrich

The Prix Montagne was awarded to the cooperative “La Cavagne”. (picture ma)

Prix Montagne

“For the fourth time the Schweizerische 
Arbeitsgemeinschaft für Berggebiete 
(SAB, Swiss Working Group on Moun-
tain Regions) and Schweizer Berghilfe 
(Swiss Mountain Aid) awarded the Prix 
Montagne. Such economically successful 
projects are honored, which can demon-
strate by way of example that they pro-
vide a contribution to adding value, em-
ployment, and economic diversity in the 
region concerned. This year, twenty pro-
jects were submitted. The six favorites 
are from all language regions through-
out Switzerland. They very clearly dem-
onstrate how to use the strength of 
mountain regions and how to improve 
economic living conditions. The projects 
and their consistent implementation 
have model character and can be trans-
ferred to other regions, as well. They shall 
serve as an inspiration to all people in the 
mountains.”

Source: media release of Swiss Mountain 
Aid and SAB, 19.08.2014.

(Translation Current Concerns)

continued on page 13
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contrast to the alleged imaginary value 
creation of nature parks. There was talk 
about annual amounts of millions of ad-
ditional value creation, for example in an 
advertisement for nature park Thal: “[…] 
the marketing of regional products is pro-
moted and expanded with the new label 
‘nature park Thal’. ‘Farm holidays’ and 
‘Sleeping on straw’ are popular offers for 
guests and give farmers more future pros-
pects and an additional revenue.”
(Source: www.naturparkthal.ch/index.php? 
option=com_content&view=article&id=136: 
land-und-forstwirtschaft&catid=2:ziele&Itemid=16)

Apart from the fact that for marketing of 
regional products there is no need for na-
ture parks at all – as critics have always ar-

gued and as the example of “La Cavagne” 
shows – farming families in the parks have 
to procure considerable fees for the label 
whereas the cooperative members have 
not. Still remains untold what farm holi-
days and sleeping on straw have to do with 
nature parks. These offers are not an inven-
tion of the park strategists, but have been 
existing long before the parks.

In the meantime, nature park theorists 
have figured out themselves that the story 
of the additional value creation is all smoke 
and mirrors. So it is said in a study by the 
Hochschule für Technik HSR Rapperswil 
(University of Applied Sciences Rap-
perswil): “In principle, regional nature parks 
can trigger additional value in several ways. 
[…] However, it would be wrong to raise 
too high expectations to the quantitative di-
mension of this value creation potential.” 

(Source: Wertschöpfungspotential 
 und gesamt-wirtschaftliche Bedeutung  
von Pärken by Dominik Siegrist & Florian 
Lintzmeyer, Hoch_schule für Technik  
HSR Rapperswil) 

Cooperatives as a proven  
form of mutual self-help

Nowadays, Swiss farmers – as elsewhere – 
have to cope with a rough wind blowing, and 
especially in the mountain area it is not easy 
for many small businesses to keep their heads 
above the water. Naturally the idea presents 
itself to establish a cooperative for mutual 
self-help with the participation of all mem-
bers as equals and based on a centuries-old 
tradition. 

“La Cavagne” is an encouraging exam-
ple of the beneficial work of a rural co-
operative, or rather the people who all of 
them benefit by working together.  •

Broschures of the publishing house “Zeit-Fragen”
ISBN 978-3-909234-17-2     ISBN 978-3-909234-15-8     ISBN 978-3-909234-16-5

”Cooperatives instead …” 
continued from page 12

In the follow up process after the notifi-
cation of the Swiss National Bank SNB 
over the systemic relevance of the Raif-
feisen Bank Prof Peter V. Kunz, who 
is a much-recognized expert on finan-
cial market issues, stated his opinion 
that the current business structure of the 
Raiffeisen company with its 316 local 
cooperative banks constitutes a hard-
ly surmountable obstacle to fulfilling 
the requirements of a contingency plan, 
which has become necessary given the 
systematic relevance. This in turn may 
mean that SNB (Swiss National Bank) 
and FINMA (Swiss Financial Market 

Supervisory) might demand a conver-
sion into a corporation, bringing Raif-
feisen Bank finally down to the same 
level as UBS (Union Bank of Switzer-
land), Credit Suisse and ZKB (Zürcher 
Kantonalbank), although the Raiffeis-
en Bank operates a completely different 
business model! This possible (wrong) 
development must be prevented, better 
today than tomorrow since from sourc-
es of cooperative representatives resist-
ance has to be announced, because the 
de facto power operated by the financial 
market supervisory authorities can strike 
more rapidly, as we would like. Today’s 

proven cooperative structure must not be 
sacrificed to the “megalomania”, because 
the cooperative Raiffeisen Bank grown 
over decades is not only of economic but 
also of social and state political impor-
tance. None of the banks is socially con-
trolled (still) as well as the latter. Action 
from sources of the cooperative repre-
sentatives is therefore necessary by all 
means. 

Hans-Jacob Heitz, cooperative and  
investor protector

(Translation Current Concerns)

Deathblow for cooperative structure of Raiffeisen Bank?
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On 11 July, the famous Swiss tuba play-
er, choir master and composer Erwin 
Ernst Kunz died at the age of 97 years in 
Zurich. We pay tribute here to one part 
of his great work as a personality and 
musician, because Ernst Kunz helped 
to promote the making of music in an 
exemplary way in all population strata 
and has always been acknowledged for 
standing up for law and justice with all 
his own capacities.

We met Ernst Kunz at the end of the 
80s. At that time he was already 70 years 
old. Our friendship lasted for 25 years. 
That it survived the time, is due to our 
friend’s sociable and outgoing manner. 

Our collaboration began when Ernst 
Kunz was looking for school classes 
where he could record songs as an in-
centive and motivation to singing. 

When Ernst Kunz, in the course of 
our cooperation learned of the problems 
that our committed teachers encoun-
tered he – out of strong his conviction – 
was ready to support their cause. He did 
not only write letters to the editor, but 
helped the “Verein zur Förderung der 
Psychologischen Menschenkenntnis” 
(VPM, Association for the Advance-
ment of Psychological Understanding 
of Human Nature) by first participating 
in benefit concerts as double-bass play-
er. Later, he organized and conducted 
entire concerts. He beamed with ener-
gy, enjoyed the skills of the participat-
ing singers and musicians, even if they 
were amateur musicians and he pro-
moted their talents. In 1995, in coop-
eration with the VPM and the working 
group “Mut zur Ethik” the CD “Mu-
sizieren und erfreuen” (Making music 
and rejoice) was created. The choir that 
came together then is still active today. 
It performs regularly. As Ernst Kunst 
has exemplified, the mutual friendship 
is important. If everybody is invited 
to participate, regardless of one’s ori-
gin and his or her ability a good atmos-
phere among all is created. At several 
Converences of “Mut zur Ethik”, Ernst 
Kunz performed as a conductor of this 
choir in the Sunday Mass. 

At “Mut zur Ethik” Ernst Kunz found 
people who were taken in by his enthusi-
asm and who gladly understood and sup-
ported his concern. Singing and making 
music does everybody good. It is the ex-
pression of the joy of life and the funda-
mental affirmation of it. By singing a song 
we not only pass on a good mood, but also 
ideas. This way, Ernst Kunz wrote songs 
on various topics, not only for seasons, 

festivals or for hiking excursions, but also 
songs on serious topics such as protection 
of drugs, on war and peace or about the 
significance of the community. He pro-
duced both, the melody and the text itself. 
He was in person a poet, composer and 
musician and yet at the same time a hu-
mane and committed contemporary. 

This is how the children’s book dis-
played below was created. – Even at 
his old age, Ernst Kunz learnt to make 
use of the computer in order to write 
music. It opened unimagined possibil-
ities to put his ideas on paper. He was 
able to write complete orchestral works 
as well as songs for all different occa-
sions. The Children’s Songbook was 
very dear to him and it became a joint 
effort: artists designed illustrations and 
Ernst Kunz wrote the songs. They were 
songs on all aspects of adolescent life, 
partly monodic, partly polyphonic, but 
all of them in traditional style, deliber-
ately. The book is a treasure trove for 
young and old! 

These were the external data of our 
cooperation. But his performance alone 
did not make him our friend. What dis-
tinguished him as a personality and mu-
sician was his attitude and his profoundly 
humane commitment. Ernst had a great 
interest in other people. This is why he 
learned incredibly much in a short time. 
He was always quick to make contact and 
because of his many language skills he 
got to know countless people all over the 
world. With his keen mind he inquired 
about the important matters and quick-
ly realized where help was needed and 
where he was able to step and render sup-
port. Making music with children always 
meant furthering the joy of singing. Not 
the perfection of the recording was im-
portant to him, but the consideration that 
the children were encouraged to sing joy-
fully. His motto was that every person 
can sing who has a voice. And it brought 
great pleasure to him to detect and ad-
vance hidden musical talents in both chil-
dren and adults. 

He remembered his youth where he 
himself found the way to music. With 
gratitude he told us over and again that 
already as a ten year old boy, his moth-
er with her last pennies had bought him 
his first instrument, an old and broken 
accordeon. He found out how to use it, 
all by himself. Fate would have it – as 
the boy played it outside on the porch 
– that a music teacher passed by the 
stairs of the house at exactly that mo-
ment and heard these tones. The teach-

er knew of the 
poverty in the 
Kunz  home 
and offered his 
mother to ac-
cept her son 
in his music 
school, free of 
charge. This 
music teach-
er was the first 
person who saw the musical talent of 
the boy and nurtured it accordingly. 
What would have become of him, if 
this music teacher had not come along 
and subsequently became the far-sight-
ed guardian who enabled the 17 year 
old young man the entrance examina-
tion to the Zurich Conservatory? After 
a few years only he was known with 
his tuba as the world-renowned “Tuba 
Kunz“. When in Vienna, Milan, Berlin, 
Peking, Buanos Aires or elsewhere, he 
helped in many professional orchestras 
as a tuba player. All great conductors 
of these orchestras would have glad-
ly accepted Ernst Kunz as a full mem-
ber. Nonetheless, he remained faith-
ful to the “Tonhalle Orchestra” Zurich 
as tuba player and double-bass player 
from 1937–1982. 

His own course of life was a motor 
for Ernst Kunz’ multifaceted work. He 
wanted to give songs to the children 
and teachers to make them come and 
sing. He wanted to awaken joy, reveal 
talents and help to ensure that the her-
itage of music is being cultivated and 
maintained. He lived what he com-
posed and wrote. He maintained a spe-
cial love of his home country and an in-
herent modesty. 

It was important to Ernst Kunz that 
music must never be an end in itself. 
This is why his career as professional 
musician was never his priority. Thus, 
with special pleasure and for many 
years, he worked every Sunday play-
ing the organ as full-time musician at 
the Regensdorf prison, where he also 
conducted the choir with great success. 
With this choir he produced a record 
with Christmas songs for which he had 
composed the choir music, the music of 
the brass corps of the Salvation Army 
Switzerland and directed the whole ex-
tended ensemble. A total of over 50,000 
pieces of these recordings have been 
sold in Switzerland since 1972. The 
commitment as a choral conductor in 

In memory of Ernst Kunz
24.3.1917–11.7.2014

continued on page 15
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Regensdorf was of particular concern 
to him. It is the end of music to encour-
age and rejoice people. Being a par-
ticularly sociable person, Ernst Kunz 
emphasized this aspect on every occa-
sion. Musicians have an ethical obliga-

tion. Perhaps they have to fight more 
than others to defend freedom and dig-
nity of man. They themselves received 
a chance in life to experience happiness 
and the joy of music. This gives them a 
special responsibility, so in their lives 
they have to pass it on to society. Ernst 
Kunz has done this exemplarily through 
all his life!

We commemorate his commitment to 
the promotion and preservation of our 
cultural heritage and himself as gifted 
musician and friend for a long time to 
come. 

Ursula und Rudolf Richner, Zürich

”In memory of …” 
continued from page 14



No 20/21   9 September 2014 Current Concerns  Page ICurrent Concerns education supplement

thk. As a master farmer and an appren-
ticeship-supervisor National Councillor 
(CVP) Jakob Büchler has observed for 
years the cutbacks in education for the 
apprentices entrusted to his care. Espe-
cially some basic skills such as reading, 
writing and arithmetic are less and less 
trained, with negative effects on work life 
and social coexistence. In the following 
interview he explains where he sees the 
reasons for this situation and what could 
be a remedy. 

Current Concerns: National Councillor 
Büchler, for many years you have trained 
prospective farmers, male and female. 
Did you notice a lack of education in the 
basic subjects as early as then? 
National Councillor Büchler: As an ap-
prenticeship-supervisor in the field of 
agriculture, that’s exactly what I found. 
Important basic skills such as reading, 
arithmetic, writing, that previously were 
the schools’ core tasks have gradually 
lost their importance already 10, 15 years 
ago. In the course of the years I noticed 
that the spoken and written command of 
the German language became increas-
ingly worse. As an apprenticeship-su-
pervisor I then had to help the young 
people, by sitting down in the evening 
and working things up with them so that 
they could reduce their deficits a little. 
Of course, this was often at the expense 
of the time that I otherwise would have 
spent with my family.

Were these not isolated cases?
No, unfortunately not. I’ve always heard 
the same from various colleagues. Mean-
while, this trend has intensified. In schools 
the foundation for good language and 
writing skills is insufficiently laid today. 
The teacher is no longer a teacher and the 
learners are insufficiently challenged and 
supported at school. 

Where did you have to give support to the 
apprentices? 
All through his training, the agricultur-
al apprentice must keep a record book. 
There, he has to record the various kinds 
of work he has done as an apprentice and 
to write a report about it. For example, in 
his training company cereals are grown, 
which must be harvested at a certain 
time. His task is to write a report, from 
the sowing of the plants until the harvest. 
This report is laid down in the record 
book. At the final examination this record 
book constitutes an important part of his 

grades. If such a report is full of mistakes 
so that one can hardly recognize that it is 
written in German, the trainer is asked to 
help the young trainee to produce the re-
port in an adequate manner, so that an ex-
pert who looks into the record book does 
not put it down right away. 

What is the record book’s purpose? 
It is intended to serve as a reference book. 
The apprentice should be able to use it as 
support for his later profession. Later on 
in his working life he is faced with a job 
and does not exactly remember what the 
work was like, so this record book can 
serve him well, later. In order to really 
benefit from it, however, it should be legi-
ble, have a logical structure and be appro-
priate to serve as a source of information. 
Of course, this is obviously not the case 
when dozens of mistakes are to be found 
on two Din-A4 pages. 

So, you would say, that this trend has 
started 10, 20 years ago. In the early 90s 
the governmental authorities launched 
extensive school reform projects, but 
looking at it today, you can see that a ma-
jority of them went in the wrong direction. 
Although the students can deal with elec-
tronic devices, they learn practical life 
skills only rudimentarily such as to read 
and write properly.

Yes, unfortunately it is just like that. 
One realizes indeed that today’s curric-
ula are huge in size. On many files you 
learn a little, but nothing goes in-depth 
any more. The result is superficialness 
which cannot lead to the desired goal. 
The key task is in fact to say what is im-
portant for the future, for the next gen-
eration, the one that has to stand the 
ground at work, but also in our society. 
This requires some basic knowledge that 
everyone should have. 

You are addressing our society. Especial-
ly our direct democracy expects our citi-
zens to have a good and basic training so 
that citizens are able to form their own 
opinion about upcoming issues and sup-
port our excellent political system. 
Yes, definitely, of course in addition to the 
basic skills, I think of the history and civ-
ics lessons. Young people need to know 
how our political system works; what are 
the democratic rights and obligations, how 
does our federalism work, what is the next 
referendum I must vote on; does it make 
sense to sign an initiative? How is our po-

litical system 
built up, from 
local communes 
via the cantons 
up to the Feder-
al Government? 
Everyone in our 
country should 
know about that. 
If you teach the 
young people 
these things, 
you will see that 
understanding 
grows and that the need to take an active 
part in political and social life is awak-
ened. Today’s minor participation of vot-
ers reflects this ignorance. Young people 
often say that they are not much interest-
ed in what is decided politically, the most 
important is that things are going well for 
themselves. It is not acceptable that you 
become only active when things are no 
longer going well for you. You can turn 
things around in the short term, but it can 
take years until this really has a positive 
effect. We must always think ahead by 
considering in which direction the whole 
thing should go. If you want to improve 
something, you have to initiate the change 
in time and not when it is too late. This re-
quires well-educated people. 

The foundations of much of what you have 
pointed out should, besides the school, al-
ready be laid in the family. How do you 
consider the importance of the family in 
view of this whole problem? 
The importance of the family cannot be 
overestimated. The family is the original 
cell of our society, of our direct democ-
racy. The family constitutes an extreme-
ly important part of human existence 
and its development. It is just in the first 
years that the child learns to get along in 
a community, with the parents, with the 
siblings. It learns to align itself and to ac-
cept a subordinated role, it learns the na-
tive language, the culture, etc.
 You can actually say, that in the family 
the child learns the basics for his or her 
whole life. If the parents do not lay this 
basis, school has actually to increasingly 
take on this task, but that’s already very 
late. Therefore, it is absolutely necessary 
to take care of the family. 

The traditional family occurs less and 
less today … 

“School has the task  
to help students on and promote them” 

“Young people must know how our political system works”
Interview with National Councillor Jakob Büchler 

Jakob Büchler 
(picture thk)

continued on page II
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… of course, families take different forms 
today. The original form of the family with 
man, wife and children is still of great im-
portance. Of course, today there are also 
other forms of families as single mothers, 
there are families with children from dif-
ferent marriages, etc. Here, the challeng-
es are even much greater. Children are al-
ways the weakest links in a chain. You 
quickly realize if they have deficits re-
garding community life and concentrated 
learning. A child that has not experienced 
the support of the family will often react 
differently than other children. It is obvi-
ous that it will be harder for these people 
in their subsequent careers to stand on 
their ground and to show a good perfor-
mance. This becomes obvious especially 
if and when they will encounter a great-
er misfortune. Of course, you can remove 
all the obstacles from the children’s path, 
but sooner or later the day of probation 
will come. If you do not give the young 
people a piece of advice for life, then 
they will fail professionally and in every-
day life in the end. Then we will have the 
“drop-outs” who say that life is in vain, 
and that they do not have a place in soci-
ety, and that no one needs them, that they 
are not in demand. You lose your self-es-
teem and your positive sense. Most of the 
time this will end in a vicious circle of 
drugs, alcohol and things like that.

If you open the newspaper, occasionally 
there are examples of young people who 
end up in the mills of justice, because they 
lack a meaningful orientation in life ... 
… yes, just recently the following story 
could be read in the newspaper: A 
17-year-old is travelling by car, elud-
ing a police check by flight. At the next 
roundabout he loses control of the car 
and ends up in a meadow beside the 
road. He was 17 years old, had no driv-
er’s license and was intoxicated in addi-
tion. What kind of breeding has this boy 
had? In the car there was also a 18-year-
old colleague, who was seriously injured 
in the accident. What education has he 
had? If the boy had been taught that you 
can only drive a car, if you are in pos-
session of a driving license – this is the 
lawful functioning of our society – this 
would not have happened. With this dis-
solute attitude he will get nowhere in his 
career.

What is it that many young people lack 
today? 
As farmers we always say that a young 
tree needs to be given a stake, so that it 
can hold fast onto it until it has developed 

his or her own strength. With regard to 
humans, it is the same. If you do not give 
the guidelines to young people, they must 
fail. In this overwrought and flooded so-
ciety they no longer find their way. How 
will they find their way among all those 
offers and know what is good for them or 
what does not get them anywhere, if they 
have not had a clear orientation in educa-
tion. When the young people realize that 
they have failed, then they may reach for 
drugs and alcohol very quickly. And then 
the crash is inevitable. 

I understand your statement as a plea for 
a well-functioning family. Here the pole 
is the symbol for the parents, where the 
children can find their orientation and 
can cling to. Today giving orientation has 
called into question more and more, es-
pecially in the classroom. How do you as-
sess these developments? 
The result is that many parents cannot 
cope with their teenagers and then ex-
pect school to undertake these tasks. 
The schools, in turn, do not see them-
selves in the position to do educational 
work in that great measure, it exceeds 
their capacity; on the other hand, young 
people often lack a clear compass. The 
children that were not taught properly at 
home, how can you manage to set them 
on the right course at school? When they 
come to school, it is often already too 
late, leaving aside the fact that the time 
is missing. School has the task to bring 
the students forward. It must set a per-
formance goal, achieve a clearly defined 
goal. If there are learners who run riot, 
the consequence will be, of course, that 
the goal isn’t reached. Those are the trou-
blemakers, and they are pushed aside and 
stigmatized. The vicious circle is inevi-
table. And now adjusting the level down 
is what should not happen. We need to 
keep our performance-oriented school. 
It is not acceptable that we permanent-
ly introduce new subjects and neglect 
the basic subjects more and more, so 
that soon nobody has full mastery of his 
mother tongue any longer, but can say a 
few phrases in English.

What do you think about the decline in 
performance at schools, usually going 
along with an oversupply of subjects, but 
what you need as citizens and as partici-
pants in professional life is no longer re-
ally taught? 
This is a huge problem, for example elec-
tronics. Today, they are very important 
of course, but it does not solve our prob-
lems. The person must also be able to 
a practical performance, and that is ex-
traordinarily important. We have to be 
sensible and careful that we no longer 

miss the wood for the trees. It is not ac-
ceptable that everything is just touched 
on, everything is imparted a bit, but noth-
ing is taught properly and nothing is car-
ried out in-depth. This danger definitely 
exists. We must be careful that we do not 
put our most important resource – well-
educated young people – at risk through 
that sheer compulsion to be modern and 
progressive.

How can young people find the job that 
suits them and that they also like? 
I am in good contact with a retired can-
tonal school teacher carrying out a very 
good project in Sarganserland. It is all 
about the step from school to work. He 
has found that many high school gradu-
ates do not even know what they want to 
be. If you ask them, they often give the 
answer: “I’ll go to university”. Many do 
not know that there is also a professional 
life without having been at the universi-
ty. This cantonal school teacher conclud-
ed an agreement with the industry Sar-
ganserland-Werdenberg so that young 
people can visit one of these companies 
for a week. In doing so they learn what a 
polymechanic does with his ten fingers, 
with his two hands. This usually leads to 
an aha-experience and is welcomed pos-
itively by the young people. They are 
amazed at all the exciting and interesting 
jobs, there are. The industry is desperate-
ly keen to recruit young people for these 
important jobs and can not find them. In 
my view he created a very good approach 
and is now trying to get government sup-
port. The young people are enthusiastic 
and are happy to participate. They are 
happy to learn something about the va-
riety of careers that exist. 

Besides trying to completely revolution-
ise our school, there are also voices que-
rying our proven dual education system 
for whatever reasons. What do you think 
about that? 
We must adhere to the dual system by 
all means. Other countries envy us for 
that. A friend in Sweden had a problem 
with the water pipe and ordered a plumb-
er. Watching him at work he wondered 
whether the plumber had ever had a pair 
of pliers in his hands. At the end he told 
him how to handle the pliers and how to 
fix the problem best. It is really a great 
advantage that we can connect theory 
and practice. The result is that we have 
well-qualified people, and we should 
stick to this system by all means.

Mr National Councillor Büchler, thank 
you for the interview.  • 

(Interview Thomas Kaiser) 

”’School has the task…’” 
continued from page I
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hhg. On 20 August the Initiative Com-
mittee “Curriculum 21 – No” presented 
its popular initiative at a media confer-
ence in the capital of the Canton Argau. 
It aims at preventing the introduction 
of Curriculum 21 with the new word-
ing of Article 13 in the Education Act of 
the Canton Aargau (SAR 401.100). The 
Committee wants to collect 3’000 signa-
tures until Christmas which are neces-
sary for a referendum.

Bruno Nüsperli, Dipl. Ing. ETH, for-
mer parliamentarian LDU, educational 
policy-maker and founder of the School 
Forum Switzerland explained the con-
cerns of the Initiative Committee as fol-
lows: “We want to prevent Curriculum 21 
with a legislative initiative because there 
is no other way. The EDK (Education 
Directors Conference) has consciously 
overridden any democratic hurdles. With 
our initiative, we will change the para-
graph 13 because the Curriculum 21 is 
not [...] in compliance with the law. […] 
Thus we use the public right to the initia-
tive in accordance with its inventor: give 
the people an opportunity for action, if 
the Government doesn’t do what the pop-
ulation wishes.”

The question of a journalist, who backs 
the Initiative Committee, was answered by 
Bruno Nüsperli as follows: “At present we 
are about 40 people coming from differ-

ent sides, with a growth prospect and we 
are not committed to any party or ideolo-
gy. We are only fighting against the grad-
ual decline of the once good educational 
system. But there are media [...] that put 
the reform critics in a conservative or reli-
gious fundamentalist corner without even 
knowing the name of the critic, and – most 
importantly – without responding to the 
initiative’s content. I have been wondering 
why there is no research on the question 
who is actually behind the Curriculum 21 
and its conspicuous ideological bias.”

Curriculum 21 is meanwhile wide-
ly criticised from scientific circles, by 
teachers and parents, from the progres-
sive to the conservative side. One may 
see this also by the extensive, differenti-
ated and high-profile content of the press 
kit which can be downloaded under www.
lehrplan21-nein.ch as PDF.

Elfy Roca, Primary school teacher and 
therapeutic pedagogy teacher, pointed to 
the paradigm shift that the Curriculum 21 
intends to complete: “The Curriculum 21 is 
based on constructivism. With the associat-
ed competence orientation we say goodbye 
to the humanistic understanding of educa-
tion and reduce education to just modern 
user knowledge that is defined by compe-
tencies and verifiable by tests.” Elfy Roca 
warned urgently not to ruin our well-prov-
en educational system in the tradition of 

Pestalozzi with the introduction of the An-
glo-Saxon educational disaster.

By the example of the math education 
material compliant with Curriculum 21, 
District School teacher Harald Ronge 
showed how the level in mathematics and 
geometry is intentionally brought down, 
since according to constructivist theory 
there must be no instruction and no im-
parting of theoretical knowledge. Thus, 
the future junior staff in craft and science 
professions will lack the necessary basic 
knowledge and skills. In the following 
discussion, this subject was taken up by 
members of industry and economy. They 
said that already now the level of educa-
tion is too low. The problems prevail al-
ready now, so the new generation of en-
gineers might be missing in the future. 
Companies with apprentices were forced 
to correct what the schools had been ne-
glecting. In the future missing specialists 
would therefore have to be recruited from 
outside on an even larger scale or compa-
nies would have to be outsourced – to the 
disadvantage of our economy. A Coun-
cillor summed up the concern of the Aar-
gau Popular Initiative in a few words as 
follows: “What children should learn is a 
matter of top priority. Who is at the top 
in Switzerland? The people. So this must 
remain valid.” That is exactly what the 
Popular Initiative makes possible. •

Popular Initiative in the canton of Aargau/Switzerland

Yes to a good education – No to Curriculum 21

“The Curriculum is based on the theoreti-
cal concept of the constructivism. This the-
ory says that man cannot objectively identi-
fy reality and therefore constructs his own 
reality for himself. In context with the de-
velopment of the child this means that the 
child basically develops itself from within 
and must therefore discover all of its knowl-
edge on its own. For the learning process 
this means that the teacher no longer teach-
es and instructs but creates learning envi-
ronments and ‘accompanies’ the children 
in moving in these environments. The em-

phasis of the curriculum is thus on what the 
learning process is supposed to look like 
and no longer on the contents to be learned. 
This is the ideological basis of the curricu-
lum 21 and remains unchanged according 
to a media release of the ‘EDK’ after the 
consultation last winter. Therefore we don’t 
wait with our initiative until the new ver-
sion is released; even if the canton Aargau 
postpones the introduction of Curriculum 
21 for three years. We are convinced that 
the population must vote whether they want 
such a school. Neither does the objection, 

that the population had agreed to the educa-
tion article in the Federal Constitution and 
thus the Curriculum 21 was therefore now 
compulsory, not change anything. No one 
voted on such a paradigm change in 2006. 
The aim was to harmonize the education 
systems in Switzerland and this project has 
so far failed grandiosely.” •
Source: Pressemappe (information kit) of the can-
tonal Committee “Curriculum 21 – No”. 
www.lehrplan21-nein.ch/media/down-
loads/04%20-%20Roca.pdf
(Translation Current Concerns)

Constructivism: the theory-junk behind Curriculum 21
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There is no compelling reason for the in-
troduction of Curriculum 21 in the Swiss 
cantons – neither in the original nor in a 
reduced and revised form.
However, there are many reasons 
against it. In particular, Curriculum 21 
does not serve its purpose: the harmo-
nization of learning contents. As long as 
the cantonal foreign language chaos ex-
ists, there can be no question of harmo-
nization. 

A completely new educational concept

Curriculum 21 chops up the entire learn-
ing contents of eleven years into thousands 
of so-called “skills”. Students retain noth-
ing but desultory skills without an inner 
connection. This distances school from 
the previous humanistic educational ideal, 
the goal of which was the free and inde-
pendent-minded individual. This is, how-
ever, and will remain prerequisite to un-
derstanding today’s complex world. Nor 
would the scaling down of the initially 
5,000 skills signalized by the Swiss Con-
ference of Cantonal Ministers of Educa-
tion change any of this.

What are skills? 
An accurate and intelligible definition was 
nowhere to be found. The definitions of 
many skills bow to the prevailing zeit-
geist: “Pupils can describe diverse varied 
and also unconventional gender roles.” 
Alarmingly trivial skills (“... know that 
our writing is from left to right”, or: “... 
can be read and understand simple pic-
tograms used in everyday life”) alternate 
with complex or obscure terms: “... can 

use strategies to find words with non-clear 
sound-letter correlation in the dictionary.”

“Learning without a teacher” by  
making your own discoveries

For several years now parents and master 
teachers have been observing a declining 
level of education in school leavers. This 
trend will continue when, after the im-
plementation of Curriculum 21, children 
will be compelled to “learn by making 
their own discoveries” even more often 
than today. Already, many teaching ma-
terials deliberately go without a “golden 
thread”, without logical structure. Pro-
spective teachers are often trained only 
to become learning companions and an-
imators. Thus, teacher-student relation-
ships, which are so crucial to the devel-
opment of understanding and maturity, 
and also the experiencing of the class 
as a community, will fall by the way-
side. What has long since failed in An-
glo-Saxon countries is to be made man-
datory for us.

Waiver of subjects and content 
Many classical subjects (including his-
tory, physics, and biology) will disap-
pear. Only parts of their contents are 
taken out of the context, poured into 
skills and appear in new vessels, for ex-
ample “space, time, societies”. Thus the 
structure of knowledge is lost – the pre-
requisite for learning and understand-
ing. At the same time the amount of 
weight given to different learning con-
tents is changed: Less math and science, 
more languages and general topics such 
as politics, human rights, consumption, 

health, cultural identity, gender ... but 
without any reference to our Western 
Christian culture! 

The underlying ideology
Such changes go far beyond what a cur-
riculum is meant to achieve. They are just 
the next building block of the decades-
long attempt to make social policy under 
the guise of educational scientificity by 
the controlled steering of adolescent’s at-
titudes in a certain direction. The fami-
ly has failed, it is claimed, which is why 
the educational administration must take 
charge of education and of the communi-
cation of values. This explains the secre-
cy under which Curriculum 21 was devel-
oped. There was never a real public debate 
about this paradigm shift in elementary 
school! 

Saying yes to a high-quality  
education means:

reflection on well-proven pedagogical 
principles, which have been conducive to 
our success since the times of Pestaloz-
zi. This is how the Aargau Education Act, 
in force today, phrases it: (Our schools 
should) educate young people to become 
independent and responsible citizens who 
are able to develop their creative powers 
and who are familiar with the world of 
knowledge and work. 

Since the competency-based Curricu-
lum 21 cannot ever reach this educational 
goal, we say No to Curriculum 21!  •
Source: Pressemappe (information kit) of the Can-
tonal Committee Curriculum 21 
www.lehrplan21-nein.ch/media/down-
loads/04%20-%20Roca.pdf

Return to well-proven pedagogical principles
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Grumblings are to be heard accross the 
Swiss educational landscape. The newspa-
pers are full of critical and angered reac-
tions on the change from classroom teach-
ing to “self-directed learning in mixed 
age-groups” instead of classes. The rep-
resentatives for these reforms often bring 
up seemingly convincing arguments and 
the background theories sound somehow 
fascinating. However, unfortunately many 
of those schools which tried this concept 
seem to fail in actuality. I agree with the 
explanation of Lucien Scherrer as he re-
cently wrote in the article “Experimental 
Laboratory Elementary School” which ap-
peared in the Neue Züricher Zeitung:

“Hardly a reform of the recent years 
has really maintained what it promised. 
In this way the integration of handicapped 
and behaviourally impaired children was 
sold with the argument that all the chil-
dren would profit from it and none of them 
would be excluded. In practice, the con-
cept cost much money and nevertheless, 
the number of special needs children did 
not decrease, it rather increased. The ed-
ucational theorists and politicians prom-
ised that the children would become more 
social even at the kindergarten or primary 
school level. However, the lasting effects 
could not be measured here either, except 
for the high costs. Zurich’s voters award-
ed Project 2012 with a clear rejection. The 
tone-setting Educational Guild’s belief in 
proper possibilities is, despite all sober-
ing results, unshakeable. It shows that 
the Curriculum 21, with which the pupils 
through ‘self-directed processes’, should 

obtain about 4,000 ‘competences’ (today’s 
stand). This is not good news for elemen-
tary schools. The more the expectations 
and realities are drifting apart, the worse 
it looks for its own credibility.”(“Neue 
Zürcher Zeitung”, 26 July)

Already two years ago in March, the 
“Neue Zürcher Zeitung” reported: “Hun-
dreds of classes in the Swiss elementary 
schools are changing per year from age-
group classes to mixed-age classes. Jürg 
Brühlmann member of the Swiss teach-
ers association (LCH) talks of a ‘move-
ment that is rolling through Switzerland’”. 
(“Neue Zürcher Zeitung”, 26 March 2012)

Children don’t function  
the way that reformers imagine

What has been described as an inexora-
ble law of nature was caused by a reform 
activism which many practitioners and 
experts have been pointing to critically 
again and again for a quarter of a centu-
ry. Main aspects of these reform programs 
are to get rid of classroom teaching and 
the traditional pedagogical responsibili-
ty of the teacher. Unfairly, the long-lived 
well-proven classroom teaching has been 
branded with the label “authoritarian fron-
tal teaching”. Even the caricature passed 
around for decades which was to depict 
“heterogeneity” is not acceptable for mod-
ern classroom teaching: A strict teach-
er, sitting behind his desk with a point-
er orders the “pupils” to climb a tree as 
an  exercise. Because the class is made up 
of different animals (elephant, ape, par-
rot, fish in a fish bowl) it is naturally un-

fair to give all these animals the same ex-
ercise. Following the fitting observation 
that same-aged children are individually 
different and the composition of a class 
is characterized by variety, according to 
the new educational paradigm, good les-
sons must no longer be centred around the 
teacher, they must be centred around the 
pupil. Learning paths and goals should 
be “individualised” or, how it is recently 
called, “personalised”. In practice it has 
become obvious that most children and 
teenagers don’t function the way  the the-
orists like to imagine.

The following excerpts from newspa-
per articles give evidence for this obser-
vation:

“All across Switzerland communi-
ties are breaking down their classes and 
changing to mixed-age learning. The ed-
ucational researchers rave about the addi-
tional pedagogical benefits of this school 
model. Parents and teachers are scepti-
cal […]. Criticism of the planned or al-
ready changed school system recently be-
came loud in some individual communes 
of the Cantons Berne, St Gallen, Zurich 
and Lucerne. And isolated protests have 
gotten the political agencies to either stop 
or postpone the introduction of mixed-age 
classrooms […] The pressure of introduc-
ing mixed-age classrooms is great – simi-
lar to the theme of ‘integrative schooling’. 
Whoever asks about the change of system, 
or takes the risk of asking about the effort 
and costs involved, is considered to be a 
spoilsport, whoever vetoes the uncondi-
tional agreement of the project, is going 
to be bombarded with the criticism of not 
being pedagogically up-to-date. It is in-
contestable: The system change to mixed-
age groups is complicated. It is underesti-
mated by the public authorities and entails 
a slew of changes.” (“Neue Zürcher Zei-
tung” from 26.3.2014)

The problems which were criticised 
at the time were not “teething troubles” 
of the reforms rather they are still com-
plained about, today. Recently an arti-
cle appeared about the introduction of a 
“modern” teaching method in the Zurich 
commune Niederhasli with the title “Fight 
over a new school model – teachers re-
signed due to a planned introduction of 
‘self-organised learning’”. It read:

“The pupils were looked after in an ‘of-
fice’ by ‘learning coaches’ and instead of 
age-group classes there are mixed-age 

A rehabilitation of the teacher’s  
pedagogical responsibility in the classroom

Why ‘self-directed, competence-oriented learning processes’  
are not what they promise to be 

by Elsbeth Schaffner

continued on page VII

Dr Annemarie Buchholz-Kaiser’s life-work  
for a well-founded teacher’s education

es. A valuable contribution to preserve 
and develop a school education that 
consolidates the democratic commu-
nity is the achievement of the scientif-
ic and practical work psychologist and 
historian Dr Annemarie Buchholz-Kaiser 
who unfortunately deceased much too 
soon. On the basis of research results 
of Alfred Adler’s Individual Psycholo-
gy, of Developmental Psychology,  Cul-
tural Anthropology among others, she 
examined the development and mean-
ing of the “Gemeinschaftsgefühl” (a 
term used by Alfred Adler to express a 
certain close and social sense of com-
munity). By continuously  taking the 
respective practical and theoretical sci-
entific results into account she  refined 

and developed it further. For centuries 
she committed herself to teachers’ ed-
ucation and training and thus the edu-
cation of the next generation. Due to 
her expert knowledge and her compre-
hensive political and historical view she 
paved the ways that lead out of vio-
lence and drugs. Her concepts concern-
ing these problems were internation-
ally appreciated and taken up. Thanks 
to her sincerity and her courage many 
teachers were capable, – in spite of on-
going attacks against her person in the 
media  over decades – to draw on her 
well-tried findings and to go on with 
their pedagogical work and effectively 
support their colleagues and their sur-
roundings. 
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‘home bases’. […] The ‘Zürcher Under-
länder’ (‘ZU’) reported on Tuesday that 13 
out of 30 teachers quit the school Eichi. It 
was reported by anonymous teaching per-
sonnel to the newspaper that the ‘majority’ 
left school ‘due to the new school model’. 
Whoever did not welcome the new teach-
ing format was put under much pressure that 
they were only left with the decision to re-
sign.” The protest in Zumikon was also 
subject of report. There the parents put up 
resistance with a petition against mixed-
age learning, because the turbulence in the 
classroom is too much according to them. 
(“Neue Zürcher Zeitung” from 8 July). 
There was also a vehement dispute re-
garding mixed-age learning in Feusisberg 
(SZ), where the school provided their stu-
dents with Army ear protectors. In the Zu-
rich community Uetikon, the introduction 
of self-organised learning caused a regu-
lar village fight whose summit appeared 
in the form of petitions, resignations, dis-
missals and an exodus of children to pri-
vate schools. (“Neue Zürcher Zeitung” 
from from 16 July).

The question must be asked again: Why 
are the critical parents and teachers not 
being taken seriously although instructors in 
the entire country complain about the badly- 
enough prepared graduates of the elementa-
ry school and the researchers frequently said 
stop to the reforms in education?

The pedagogical value of all these con-
cepts based on the theory of “constructiv-
ism”, is neither proven, according to the 
results of the much-cited Hattie-Study. 
Not only that: they are “almost the exact 
opposite of a successful recipe for teach-
ing and learning”1. Even the authentic 
school reformers seem to know that. In 
this way the director of the private high 
school Unterstrass – a “developmental 
laboratory” – was cited as follows: “It is 
unclear if the admittedly new teaching 
models bring better school performance 
in the long term, confirmed Rüttimann.” 
(“Neue Zürcher Zeitung” from 21 July)

The victims: Not only children  
with migration backgrounds

In public schools, in which the teachers 
have been trained for many years in the 
instruction of these “developed” teach-
ing models by the pedagogical colleges 
and in their further education, unfortu-
nately as well with consent of the respon-
sible school authority – the disadvantages 
of this “individualised” or “self-directed” 
learning are obvious: For example, more 
and more children have not yet learned 
after their first grade how to cope with ad-
dition and subtraction with the numbers 
from 1–10 and therefore haven’t learned 
the so-called “carry over the digit” (for 

example: 6+7=13 or 13–7=6). Important 
learning objectives like the 1×1 multipli-
cation table are not systematically stud-
ied and exercised. The children are left to 
themselves which leads to the reaction that 
they turn away and are discouraged from 
what-ever they cannot solve immediately 
and on their own. Common learning diffi-
culties in themselves, which could well be 
overcome in a classroom are skipped over 
by the children and they evade the task 
with creative silliness. (Everyone who has 
dealt with children knows that they can 
be very creative in developing strategies to 
avoid task they feel not fit to solve.)

The consequences are an increase in 
reading and writing problems. These miss-
ing foundations are the cause of the diffi-
culties which appear in later school years. 
The children with a migration background 
or those who are from poorly-educated 
families are those who are affected most. 
This causes the schism between high-
achieving and low-achieving students to 
get wider. The children miss a reliable re-
lationship with their teacher.

It is the teacher’s personality that trans-
ports the learning material to the pupils. 
This was also confirmed in the much-cit-
ed Hattie-Study. The lesson is successful 
when the appropriate age-group’s devel-
opmental level is taken into considera-
tion.2 The teacher needs to teach the ap-
propriate material in a professional and 
clearly-composed lesson and instruct the 
pupils step-by-step with regards to their 
age.

As many of the defenders of  “self-or-
ganised learning in mixed-age groups”, 
the previously-cited director of the Un-
terstrass High School romanticises over 
“the outstanding social competences” and 
an “optimistic mindset towards school”. 
That is something one would like to accept 
from the experienced special needs teacher 
Rüttimann, even though he is in a financial-
ly preferred laboratory school with children 
whose parents chose this private school and 
who wanted and could afford it.

However, in acquiring “social skills” 
in the protected environment of a private 
school is no argument for the generalisa-
tion of this school reform.

Curriculum 21 cements  
undesirable development

On the contrary, in the course of class-
room teaching the teacher can guide the 
pupils even better to a become social com-
munity because he is constantly referring 
to the class. It is his responsibility to use 
his personality by creating an atmosphere 
in which all students can learn with each 
other and from each other. A community 
happens when a well-trained teacher for 
example, in lessons developing the topic 
by means of questions and answers fur-
thers the pupils to examine a  learning 

objective by interaction with each other. 
With his empathy and understanding a 
good teacher perceives how each individu-
al pupil feels – whether their eyes light up 
or whether there is no light in their eyes –, 
and he takes care that no pupil is made to 
look foolish and that everybody’s  perfor-
mances are rewarded accordingly. In this 
way, a class community is being support-
ed by helping each other, working togeth-
er and by deepening their friendship. 

On the other hand, many children suffer, 
due to the concept which is called “individ-
ualising community school”, because there 
is a lack of relationship and instruction in 
the community by the teacher and class-
mates because they are no longer taught to-
gether with pupils of the same age. 

Unfortunately it is to be feared that 
with Curriculum 21, the previously crit-
icised teaching model will be cemented 
when on the entire elementary education 
the concept of “self-directed, competence 
oriented learning processes” will be im-
posed. In order to let this not happen, the 
misguided developments should be recog-
nized and corrected.

It is urgent for example, to find out the 
causes for the deficits of the vocational stu-
dents which the industries have been fre-
quently complained about during the last 
few years. More and more elementary 
school graduates don’t have the basics at 
their disposal any longer in the subjects  
German and Maths. This is happening even 
though most of the teachers are, in spite of 
the reforms, sincerely trying to enable the 
pupils to acquire the learning contents.

Recently, the connection between the 
stealthy introduction of competence orien-
tation and the decline of the pupils’ perfor-
mance level was also confirmed in a pub-
lished interview, entitled as follows: “With 
competences, the level of education drops 
– Why the didactic professor Jochen Krau-
tz would like to eliminate the Pisa-Test and 
what he thinks of self-organised learning”. 
What he writes, should actually lead those, 
responsible for the Curriculum 21, to re-
consider competence orientation and re-
duce the curriculum to a simple common 
teaching curriculum oriented towards sub-
jects, contents and goals: “The competence 
system is a construction of the OECD. 
Nevertheless the OECD holds on to it tight-
ly. The reformers must first prove that this 
new system is actually better than the old 
one. This proof doesn’t exist. One must not 
just simply try something out (a new teach-
ing concept) in pedagogy, because then one 
possibly destroys the pupils’ chances in life 
for entire generations.” (“Neue Zürcher 
Zeitung” from14 July)

It has already been repeatedly con-
firmed  that more and more adolescents 
have neither acquired the appropriate 

”A rehabilitation of …” 
continued from page VI

continued on page VIII
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vocational professionalism nor a realis-
tic approach to life. Instead of – against 
better knowledge – making the “hetero-
geneous” modern society and the family 
responsible for it, the contradictions be-
tween theory and practice must be recog-
nised and the right consequences must be 
drawn from them. Why not go back to the 
already established Swiss understanding 
of education and further its development, 
in which Johann Heinrich Pestalozzi has 
a long and exemplary tradition world-
wide?

In the history of pedagogy, the com-
mon-age class year and the instruction to 
achieve the lerning objectives for the com-
plete class  was a great accomplishment 
which enabled the pupils to learn class 
lessons in the appropriate age groups and 
to make  them advance together. The for-
mer teacher vocation and teacher seminars 
were based on the widely supported peda-
gogical tradition of the humanistic under-
standing of education. Its foundation was 
and remains the personalist view of the 
human being and the development of com-
munity feeling as a goal which simulta-
neously entails the goal of  individual de-
velopment of each child within the class 
community. Individual and community are 
not naturally in opposition to each other 
rather they involve each other because the 
human being can only realise the potential 
of his individual personality through and 
with the help of the community. (Compare 
box on page VI)

Up to this day elementary school has 
been aiming at promoting education and 
training to enable active citizenship. Ac-
cordingly, learning is not an end in itself 
but rather serves to participate in society 
independently and responsibly later on. 
Last not least education is the basis for 
the common good and a peaceful, demo-
cratically organized living together in our 
country is relying on it. 

“Modern” concepts, however, seem to 
be based on an “economistic concept of 
man”. 
In the same way as the “free” globalized 
market threatens to result in a fierce fight 
for resources and market shares, i.e. the 
“survival of the fittest” respectively in 
an 80:20 society, only those children are 
able to cope with the – also globalized – 
new learning systems who receive addi-
tional support at home. Who should then 
look to the needs of those pupils who did 
not receive a sufficient education? Or do 
we really believe that children are “self-
effective” beings who will automatically 
“develop” their “potential” in a stimulat-
ing “learning environment” or a “learn-
ing landscape” and that one therefore can 
replace classroom teaching led by a peda-
gogically well-trained teacher through “IT 
tools”, “competence grids” and manifold 
“didactic material”? Will our society not 
be sustainably damaged if further money 
is spent on these projects?

The encouraging initiatives in the dif-
ferent cantons show a way to reconsid-
er the school reforms which were intro-
duced without discussion in recent years, 
and to come back again to the basics of a 

humanistic understanding of education. 
The binding values in school and society 
should become the focus of educational 
policy again, apart from negligible dif-
ferences concerning views and attitudes. 
Direct democracy will make it possible 
to agree on the most important contents 
and objectives of the elementary school 
without weakening federalism and the 
principle of subsidiarity. • 

1 “Constructivism is too often seen in terms of 
student-centered inquiry learning, problem-
based learning, and task-based learning, and 
common jargon words include ‘authentic’, ‘dis-
covery’, and ‘intrinsically motivated learning’. 
The role of the constructivist teacher is claimed 
to be more of facilitation to provide opportuni-
ties for individual students to acquire knowl-
edge and construct meaning through their own 
activities, and through discussion, reflection and 
sharing of ideas with other learners with min-
imal corrective intervention. These kinds of 
statements are almost directly opposite to the 
successful recipe for teaching and learning.” 
(emphasis added – Hattie, John A. C. (2009). 
Visible Learning: A synthesis of over 800 me-
ta-analyses related to achievement. New York, 
NY: Routledge Publishers. John Hattie. Visible 
Learning, p.26

2 Due to his analysis John Hattie assigns rank 2.0 
to the correlation between “Piaget’s stages of cog-
nitive development” and learning achievement in 
the ranking list of effects that determine learning 
achievement. Jordan and Brownlee (1081) found 
that the correlation between the Piaget stage (logi-
cal operations, concrete, formal-operational) and 
learning achievement is very high. “Thus, knowing 
the ways in which they think, and how this think-
ing may be constrained by their stages of develop-
ment may be most important to how teachers choose 
materials and tasks, how the concept of difficulty 
and challenge can be realized in different tasks, and 
the importance of developing successes and simul-
taneous thinking (Naglieri & Das, 1997; Sweller, 
2008).” (John Hattie. Visible Learning, p. 43)

”A rehabilitation of …” 
continued from page VII

Individualized learning is a legacy from 
the years around 1968, which is still fash-
ionable in teacher training. In the “Päda-
gogische Hochschulen” (PH, Colleges of 
Education) indoctrination is massive: in-
dividualization is applied in all its vari-
ations. 

But what is actually meant by individ-
ualized learning? Philippe Perrenoud* de-
fined it as follows: “Individualizing means 
to break with direct instruction – the 
same lessons, the same exercises for all; 
it means above all to design lessons and 
prepare lessons in a way that each learner 
constantly finds himself in an optimal sit-
uation. This requires the use of all availa-
ble resources and the play with all param-
eters in order to devise activities so that 
each student is constantly or at least very 
often confronted with a most fruitful and 
productive learning situation.”1

This intention is laudable because it 
aims at allowing each student to progress 

at his or her own pace. The followers of 
individualization propose to adapt the 
teaching to the needs of each student. Stu-
dents differ with regard to their previous 
knowledge, their way of thinking, their le-
arning motivation and psychological cha-
racteristics, etc. In short, individual stu-
dents are neither equally equipped with 
regard to knowledge nor do they possess 
the same learning methods. At least this 
what the followers of this method claim. 

In order to compensate for these diffe-
rences each student (or group of students) 
ought to deal with different content. The 
rationale is to individualize the learning 
methods, not the learning objectives. Thus 
you can create different learning ateliers 
in the same classroom, and each atelier fo-
cuses on a particular aspect of the topic, 
or there is a variation of teaching aids in 
each class. 

All this seems quite interesting. On 
paper, at least. Because in practice the re-

sult is quite different, and this for seve-
ral reasons. 

The first fundamental mistake of indi-
vidualization proponents is to believe that 
it is useful to adapt to the learning style of 
each student. Cognitive sciences have to 
this day not been able to verify that there 
are significant differences with regard to 
learning, depending on whether someo-
ne has an impulsive or rather reserved at-
titude or whether he or she thinks about 
things in a more concrete or abstract man-
ner. These findings prompted Daniel T. 
Willingham** to state: 

“Children have far more similarities 
than differences in how they think and 
learn. Note that this claim does not say 
all children are alike, nor that teachers 
should treat children as interchangeable. 
[…] Teachers interact with each student 
differently, […] but teachers should know 

The dogma of individualized learning
by Stevan Miljevic, teacher, Siders VS/Switzerland

continued on page IX
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that, as far as scientists can determine, we 
do not have categorically different types 
of learners.”2 

In plain terms, this means that there 
is no advantage in trying to take into ac-
count students’ individual preferences of 
the way they think. Learning is a matter 
of applying the most appropriate learning 
strategy for the acquisition of any content 
to be taught and not that every student can 
live out their individual ways of thinking. 
All students are able to align their think-
ing on the respective subject of a lesson. 

The second error of the proponents of 
individualization is they want to make 
us believe that before their time there 
had been no individualization. Talking 
about practicing, it has always been the 
case that it varies depending on the ma-
terial to be learned. In the old mathe-
matics text books, for example, there 
was an abundance of various exercises 
to test a student’s ability to apply cer-
tain knowledge in the most diverse situ-
ations. Consequently, even if the repre-
sentatives of individualization claim the 
contrary, it is quite possible to vary the 
possibilities of an exercise (as long as it 
is useful, of course) without departing 
from the approach of a more tradition-
al pedagogy. 

The third error of individualization in 
the classroom is to believe that splitting 
the class into small groups, or even arrang-
ing that students learn individually – with 
a teacher acting as a coach or an animator 
– would bring about an optimal learning 
situation. Many teachers agree that group 
work – even if discipline is good (which in 
my opinion is the exception rather than the 
rule, particularly in working with adoles-
cents) – usually produces a noise level that 
does not at all promote concentration. One 
should not forget that the working mem-
ory of a person can only process a limit-
ed amount of information simultaneously. 
At high noise levels, the working memory 
will more easily be stretched to its limits. 
Understanding the learning content thus 
becomes more difficult. 

It goes without saying that this organ-
izational format distracts students’ atten-
tion much easier: particularly in group 
work, situations of spontaneous, uncon-
trolled chatter are soon reached. I am 
willing to take a bet that even an experi-
enced teacher, who can handle this way of 
teaching, will face such situations. No one 
can argue that the increase of distractions 
leads to improved learning. 

Let us now analyze the impact of in-
dividualization on students with differ-
ent learning levels. It is clear that a very 
good student needs stimuli if the class is 
lagging behind. The teacher must enable 
him or her to make faster and better pro-
gress. This, however, has long been nor-
mal teaching practice and thus brings us 
back to the second error. 

In contrast, it is not desirable to allow 
weaker students to make more exercis-
es during class time, because this makes 
them fall behind even more. It is better to 
do this outside the lessons, for example 
in supplementary courses, which have of 
course been known long before 1968. 

Finally, subtle individual tasks (for ex-
ample, ask each student to highlight im-
portant elements of a text on their own) 
hardly facilitate better learning. Perhaps 
this makes it easier to find a solution of 
the problem treated, but it is doubtful if it 
leads to more knowledge or better skills. 

It should also be noted that students 
who feel that they are treated differently 
in front of their classmates hardly see this 
as an opportunity; it rather triggers neg-
ative thoughts in terms of their ability to 
succeed. Conversely, if the class works 
as a group, and if weaker students do the 
same thing as the others, they do not feel 
inferior. 

What does serious science say about 
this, as it has the task of examining hy-
potheses to either convert them to scientif-
ic knowledge or to refer them to the world 
of fantasies? In 2008, Jobin and Gauthier 
dealt with this question and reviewed the 
research on individualization in the class-
room. After having excluded duplicate 
studies, 13 different studies on the subject 
remained. The conclusion from their work 
is that one study confirmed the efficacy of 

individualization; four studies came to the 
conclusion that efficacy cannot be ruled 
out and the remaining 8 studies could not 
verify any efficacy. Jobin and Gauthier 
concluded that this type of teaching ought 
to be handled with caution.3

The meta-analysis of John Hattie on 
the other hand4 – to this day the most im-
portant reference in the field of empiri-
cal analyzes (Hattie examined more than 
50,000 studies relating to 80 million stu-
dents) – renders an unequivocal verdict 
on individualization in the classroom. In-
dividualization achieves an efficiency of 
0.23 while the average for all forms of 
education achieved an efficiency of 0.4. 
This is a very weak result. Individualiza-
tion’s impact on learning success is lower 
than that of a computer or the size of the 
school. Even aberrations as the system-
atic use of games in teaching or autono-
mous learning (“Pédagogie par enquête”) 
achieve better results. 

Finally, we have to state that in view of 
the current state of affairs and research the 
statement of Philippe Perrenoud was total-
ly out of place and that individualization 
in the classroom, where it does not already 
preach to the converted, only contributes 
to the destruction of successful and pro-
ven teaching methods.  •

1 http://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Différenciation_
pédagogique, retrieved on 16 February 2014

2 Daniel T. Willingham, “Pourquoi les enfants 
n’aiment pas l’école! La réponse d’un neurosci-
entifique”, La Librairie des Ecoles, Paris, 2010, p. 
145–146. English version: modeling.asu.edu/mod-
eling/WillinghamSummary.doc

3 http://www.formapex.com/courants-
pedagogiques/101-quels-sont-les-effets-de-la-ped-
agogie-differenciee-sur-la-reussite-des-eleves-
une-analyse-de-recherches Retrieved on 18 Feb 
2014

4 http://visible-learning.org/hattie-ranking-in-
fluences-effect-sizes-learning-achievement/ Re-
trieved on 18 February 2014

* Philippe Perrenoud, sociologist and anthropolo-
gist, professor at the Faculty of Psychology and Ed-
ucational Sciences, University of Geneva.

**  Daniel Willingham is a professor of psychology at 
the University of Virginia, USA.
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