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Good relations between Iran and Swit-
zerland exist for a long time. Persia and 
Switzerland concluded a treaty of friend-
ship and trade as early as in the 19th cen-
tury (1873). In 1920 Switzerland opened 
its embassy in Tehran. A ceremony to 
mark Switzerland’s 100th diplomatic pres-
ence took place in Tehran at the begin-
ning of September.

To mark the occasion, Federal Councillor 
Ignazio Cassis, head of the Federal De-
partment of Foreign Affairs (FDFA), vis-
ited Iran from 5 to 7 September 2020, ac-
companied by National Councillor Tiana 
Angelina Moser, President of the For-
eign Policy Committee of the National 
Council, and Councillor of States Thom-
as Minder, President of the Security Pol-
icy Committee and member of the For-
eign Policy Committee of the Council of 
States. Cassis’ agenda included meetings 
with Iranian President Hassan Rohani 
and Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad 
Zarif. Federal Councillor Cassis also 
spoke with representatives of Swiss com-
panies, the scientific community and the 
health sector. Topics included the Swiss 
funding channel for the export of human-
itarian goods to Iran (SHTA), current de-

velopments concerning the nuclear agree-
ment and the situation in the Middle East. 
A special place was given to the protect-
ing power mandates which Switzerland 
has assumed for several states within the 
framework of good offices.1 

A relationship based  
on reliance is central

The Swiss Ambassador to Iran, Markus 
Leitner, praised the celebration of the 

continued on page 2

100 years of diplomatic relations  
between Switzerland and Iran

Switzerland’s good offices are based on mutual trust and serve peace
by Dr. iur. Marianne Wüthrich

Page from the friendship- and trade treaty between Switzerland and Persia (1873). 
(Picture Swiss Federal Archives)

Bringing the US and Iran around the table in Geneva
Interview with Council of States member Thomas Minder (independent, SH)

Current Concerns: Mr. Minder, after your 
trip to Tehran you expressed that Swit-
zerland should take a more active role, 
for example by inviting the Presidents 
Rouhani and Trump to Geneva. Isn’t that 
“a size too big” for Switzerland?
Thomas Minder: We don’t have to make 
ourselves smaller than we are. “Genève 
internationale” in particular is predes-
tined to address such problems. Good 
offices should not stop at “out of our 
league”. 

Such efforts are also very compatible 
with our philosophy of neutrality, as we 
do not take sides, either for one or the 
other side.

Do you also see protecting power man-
dates as an important function of Swit-
zerland?

In any case, the protecting power man-
date (in general as well as in Iran in par-
ticular) is by no means to be belittled, it 
enables us – as just demonstrated – to 
enter into a dialogue with such states, 
which would otherwise be more dif-
ficult. But: We can and should use this 
“shoe in the door” to achieve even more. 
We are not endangering anything. And 
Switzerland is highly respected in Iran, 
which I experienced impressively myself.

Can’t it have a negative impact on pos-
sible successes of good offices if every-
thing is in the media the next day?
You have to differentiate: As a parliamen-
tarian, I am relatively free, I do not rep-
resent official Switzerland, but rather am 
part or representative of the people, so-
ciety and the economy. So I shouldn’t at-

tach too much “diplomatic weight” to 
my statements, as I’m not at all a diplo-
mat (otherwise Federal Councilor Cassis 
would have chosen another parliamentar-
ian). Furthermore, these few public state-
ments (only two journalists were allowed 
to accompany us, from the “Neue Zürcher 
Zeitung” and from the SRF) are only the 
tip of the iceberg. Everything we discussed 
during these three days, in conversations 
that sometimes lasted hours (from small 
talk to business, from environmental is-
sues to human rights), is not publicly re-
ported. I also do not think that it is coun-
terproductive if I state publicly that I wish 
to bring the USA and Iran to the same 
table in Geneva, for example. That should 
actually be the aim of all diplomacy.

(Interview Marianne Wüthrich)
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100th anniversary as an expression of the 
good relations between the two countries: 
“Although our countries are geographi-
cally far apart, they have developed very 
intensive cooperation and lively exchang-
es over the decades, under sometimes dif-
ficult circumstances. I find that impres-
sive.” Today, Switzerland and Iran work 
together in a wide range of areas: from 
politics, economics, finance, trade, agri-
culture, culture, education and research to 
migration and human rights. Ambassador 
Leitner said: “The exchange and work be-
tween the two countries have increased. In 
this part of the world, a relationship based 
on trust is central”.2

Federal Councillor Ignazio Cassis has 
the sensitivity that is indispensable in 
Iran’s difficult global political situation. 
Before the official meetings in Tehran, for 
example, he took part in a tourism pro-
gramme in Isfahan and met Iranians from 
the fields of trade, business and culture. 
Getting to know the country first helps 
him to establish a personal relationship, 
says Cassis. This is the key to ensuring 
that critical remarks are heard. After his 
meeting with the Iranian foreign minister, 
which lasted longer than planned, Cassis 
said: “In diplomacy, every minute is an in-
dicator of quality. Because that is how you 
show your counterpart that you care about 
the relationship.”3

Excursus: International law violating 
US-sanctions and human rights

“When we as Swiss parliamentarians travel 
to a country like Iran, where human rights 
are disregarded, it is our duty to address 
this,” said Tiana Angelina Moser, a Green-
liberal National Councillor who had flown 
to Tehran with Federal Councillor Cassis. 
Freedom of expression was not guaranteed, 
she said, and women’s rights were also se-
verely restricted. Some people, according 
to NZZ correspondent Larissa Rhyn, even 
demanded that official Switzerland refrain 
from visiting Iran because of the diffi-
cult human rights situation there. Federal 
Councillor Cassis, on the other hand, took 
a more pertinent approach to the problem. 
He handed over a list of human rights vio-
lations to his counterpart, Foreign Minister 
Zarif, and commented: “If we manage to 
solve even two cases out of twenty, we have 
already achieved a lot”.4

Anyone who speaks of human rights vi-
olations in connection with the current sit-
uation of the Iranian state and its popula-
tion must also address the extent to which 
the US government’s sanctions, which are 
contrary to international law, affect the ci-
vilian population. People’s access to suffi-
cient food and adequate health care is one 
of the most important human rights. This 
is threatened by the sanctions.

A brief look back: although the Iranian 
leadership, under pressure from the USA 
and its allies, agreed to curtail its own nu-
clear programme, the US government uni-
laterally withdrew from the nuclear treaty 
in 2018, “on the grounds” that Tehran was 
violating with a missile programme and 
because it was supporting militias in Iraq, 
Syria and Lebanon “the spirit of the nu-
clear agreement”(!).5 Since May 2018, the 
USA has been imposing sanctions in vio-
lation of international law. Above all, they 
have cut off Iran’s most important source 
of income, the export of oil, and blacklist-
ed companies when they trade with Iran. 
Humanitarian goods such as medicines 
and food are actually excluded, but most 
companies and banks are afraid of Wash-
ington’s blacklists. The people pay the 
price: wages are falling, and prices are ris-
ing. The corona pandemic exacerbates the 
emergency situation. Although the High 
Commissioner for Human Rights, Mi-
chelle Bachelet, called for an end to sanc-
tions in March this year to allow the deliv-
ery of urgently needed medical equipment 
to Iran, the US refuses.6 

It is worth noting that President Trump 
has kept his election promise not to start 
new wars in relation to Iran. After the death 
of Iranian General Kassem Soleimani in a 
US drone attack in January this year, Iran 
bombed a US military base in Iraq a few 
days later, leaving many dead and wound-
ed. To the great relief of the Iranian people 
and the international community, Donald 
Trump refrained from a military response.

Switzerland’s good relations  
to the involved states as  

door openers: The SHTA example
Its impartiality is of great importance for 
Switzerland’s capability to offer its good 
offices and provide humanitarian aid an-
ywhere in the world. Breaking off con-
tact with a government somewhere in the 
world because it violates the rule of law 
or democratic principles would do little to 
help the people in these countries. 

This is why Switzerland was able to 
set up the “Swiss Humanitarian Trade Ar-
rangement” (SHTA) in close cooperation 
with the relevant authorities in the USA 
and Iran, as well as with a number of Swiss 
banks and companies. This is a payment 
channel at Swiss banks for Swiss-based 
trading companies exporting humanitari-
an goods such as agricultural commodities, 
food, medicines and medical equipment to 
Iran. The US Treasury Department gives 
the banks involved assurances that the fi-
nancial transactions can be handled in ac-
cordance with US legislation – or, more 
clearly, that the exporting companies will 
not be blacklisted. The Swiss SECO (State 
Secretariat for Economic Affairs) supervis-
es the proper conduct of all activities under 
the SHTA. On 27 January 2020, a first pay-

ment for the supply of cancer drugs was 
performed as a test run.7 On 4 Septem-
ber, the Iranian online portal “ParsToday” 
appreciated the “humanitarian channel” 
which “is intended to help Tehran to allevi-
ate the consequences of the American sanc-
tions” and could communicate:“The Swiss 
authorities succeeded in carrying out a first 
official transaction within the framework of 
SHTA at the end of July 2020.”8 

This contribution to supplying the Irani-
an population with essential products is in 
keeping with Swiss humanitarian tradition.

Swiss protective power mandates – 
more than just mail carrier services

Switzerland has been representing US in-
terests vis-à-vis Iran since 1980, i.e. since 
the two states broke off diplomatic relations 
after the removal of the Shah, who was 
closely associated with the US, and the as-
sumption of power by Ayatollah Ruhollah 
Khomeiny. Switzerland also represents Ira-
nian interests in Egypt and Canada as well 
as the mutual interests of Iran and Saudi 
Arabia and those of Russia and Georgia. 
The homepage of the FDFA (Federal De-
partment of Foreign Affairs) states: “The 
protection of foreign interests is part of 
Switzerland’s ‘good offices’. After a ‘Gold-
en Blossom’ in the Second World War, 
Switzerland as a protecting power now 
holds seven mandates. And as a protecting 
power, Switzerland takes over some of the 
consular and/or diplomatic tasks when two 
states break off relations in whole or in part. 
Thanks to the protecting power, the states 
can maintain minimal relations and the pro-
tecting power grants consular protection to 
nationals in the respective other state.9 

In the Swiss embassy in Tehran, for ex-
ample, a “Foreign Interest Section” has 
been set up to provide consular services to 
US citizens living in or travelling to Iran. 
For example, Swiss embassy employees 
apply for US passports at the US embas-
sy in Bern, register births, marriages and 
deaths, and pass on applications for social 
security cards or pension benefits to the 
US authorities. If the American and the 
Iranian government wants to communicate 
with each other, they do so in encrypted 
form via the Swiss Embassy.10

The fact that protective power man-
dates are often referred to as “postal ser-
vices” does not quite do them justice. The 
quiet, unspectacular aid services are an 
important part of the good offices, along 
with media-pregnant assistance for nego-
tiations or with prisoner exchanges. 

Negotiations in international  
Geneva as a future perspective

Nevertheless, as a Swiss citizen, you can 
certainly aim higher, as did Councillor 
of States Thomas Minder after his re-

”100 years of diplomatic relations …” 
continued from page 1

continued on page 3
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Experience of an inhabitant of Glarus  
with the merger of municipalities and parishes

by Hans Markus Stuck, Niederurnen

On 27 September, Winterthur’s Reformed 
voters vote on the upgrading of the city 
association or the merger of its seven par-
ishes into one large parish. However, the 
idea that a large merger would lead to a 
more cost-effective administration with 
more professional staff has not been con-
firmed in the Canton of Glarus. More cen-
tralisation also weakens the democratic 
rights of citizens to a say.

In 2006, the Canton of Glarus decided to 
make three municipalities out of the then 25 
in the canton. Since 2011, the merger has 
been implemented and the single municipal-
ity has become a fact. This also meant that 
there are no school authorities anymore. 
In order for a decision e.g. of the rectorate 
(head of the school board) to be reviewed by 
the community assembly today, a great deal 
of effort is required. The effects of mergers of 
municipalities and parishes are very similar. 
Politicians and the media often see a matter 
from a different (sometimes more euphemis-
tic) point of view than the inhabitants.

What we cannot calculate exactly is the 
financial burden of the merger. The fact 
is that the canton and the municipalities 
changed their tasks and thus their expen-
ditures during the merger. In this way, the 
canton wanted to reduce its costs. In all 
three municipalities, however, taxes had to 
be increased at least once since the merger!

In Glarus North, eight municipalities 
were merged. A balance between large and 
small villages has not been planned. So 
there is no “minority protection”. Let me 
give you an example of this: In a smaller 
village (about 300 inhabitants) they wanted 

to build next to the school building. Signa-
tures were collected against it. At the com-
munity meeting, a vote was taken, not only 
by the inhabitants of this smaller village, 
but also by participants from larger villag-
es with more than 10,000 inhabitants. The 
majority voted against the “signature col-
lectors”. Without the merger, this would 
probably have turned out differently.

Ten years after the “Extraordinary 
Landsgemeinde,” we held a meeting of 
the former fellow campaigners. All of 
them reported on their experiences after 
the merger. It was agreed that “bureaucra-
tisation” has become a fact.

An example of this: it was found that 
a piece of fencing was needed in a place 
with a steep slope. In the previous commu-
nity, one contact would have been enough, 
and the fence would have been in place. 
Now four contacts were needed until the 
fence stood – but in the wrong place!

One difficulty for the employees was 
that the merged municipality as a large 
employer was now a different legal enti-
ty. This meant that it had to employ many 
people within about a quarter of a year – 
everything had to work. Only the teachers 
and employees of the retirement homes 
were excluded. They kept their contracts.

With “professionalisation” a new way 
of dealing with the employees was intro-
duced. One employee who wanted to op-
timise work processes heard: “If you don’t 
like it, you can leave”. The employee quit, 
and so the community lost a capable em-
ployee. Much personal knowledge (espe-
cially important for a functioning church 
community!) was lost.

The other day there was an article in 
a daily Glarus newspaper entitled: “Im-
proving political participation”. Some 
commentators argued that the legitimacy 
of political decisions was endangered by 
poorly attended church meetings. What 
has happened since the merger? Peo-
ple go to community meetings much less 
often: disenchantment with politics. Peo-
ple have less to say than before. In this re-
spect, the smaller units are superior to the 
larger ones.

In the rear part of Glarus, five church 
communities merged. After some time, 
one of my church council colleagues said: 
“The merger has failed”. In the same year, 
the president of the merged parish said: 
“The merger is not yet completed”. Both 
spoke of the same process, but expressed 
it very differently. 

One of the common arguments in fa-
vour of the merger was that you can’t 
find enough people for the authorities. 
The parish of Niederurnen, in which I 
am involved, is the only parish in Gla-
rus North that has remained independ-
ent. We have always been able to occu-
py all the batches of our parish. In the 
church district, i.e. in the other parishes, 
there are sometimes longstanding and 
drastic vacancies. 

What you can say with certainty is that 
merging or joining the church district is no 
guarantee for filling all the batches!

In conclusion, mergers must be exam-
ined with great care. Even if they are mod-
ern, they can have serious disadvantages. 
Would the people of Glarus still agree to a 
merger today?  •

turn from Tehran. In talks with the Ira-
nian government on 7 September, Fed-
eral Councillor Ignazio Cassis and 
Ambassador Markus Leitner had “pre-
sented ideas on how Switzerland could 
maintain communication between the 
USA and Iran”. Cassis added that Swit-
zerland never sets the agenda between 
the US and Iran anyway, it can only 
“gently influence it”.11

In an interview with swissinfo, Council-
lor of States Minder said that Switzerland’s 
role as a mediator in the region could be ex-
panded: “One talks to each other, one sig-
nals one’s readyness, but it would take a lit-
tle more courage to bring Iran and the USA 
to the table, more proactivity”12 

Current Concerns asked Thomas Mind-
er for more details (see interview on 
page 1). •

1  «Bundesrat Ignazio Cassis reist nach Teheran». 
Medienmitteilung des Bundesrats of 1 September 
2020 (“Federal Councillor Ignazio Cassis travels to 
Tehran”)

2 Leitner, Markus: «Die Schweiz und der Iran: tra-
ditionsreiche Länder mit einem starken Fokus auf 
der Zukunft». Eidgenössisches Departement für 
auswärtige Angelegenheiten EDA of 7 September 
2020 (“Switzerland and Iran: traditional countries 
with a strong focus on the future”. Federal Depart-
ment of Foreign Affairs FDFA)

3 Rhyn, Larissa. «Aussenminister Ignazio Cassis auf 
delikater Mission in Teheran», in: Neue Zürcher 
Zeitung vom 8 September 2020. (“Foreign Minister 
Ignazio Cassis on delicate mission in Tehran”)

4 Rhyn, Larissa. «Aussenminister Ignazio Cassis auf 
delikater Mission in Teheran», in: Neue Zürcher 
Zeitung of 8 September 2020. (“Foreign Minister 
Ignazio Cassis on delicate mission in Tehran”)

5 «Coronavirus und die Sanktionen. Der Iran braucht 
Hilfe, die USA blockieren». Torsten Teichmann, 
ARD of 31 March 2020 (“Coronavirus and the 
sanctions. Iran needs help, the USA is blocking”)

6 «Coronavirus und die Sanktionen. Der Iran braucht 
Hilfe, die USA blockieren». Torsten Teichmann, 
ARD of 31 March 2020 (“Coronavirus and the 
sanctions. Iran needs help, the USA is blocking”)

7 «Zahlungsmechanismus für humanitäre Lieferun-
gen in den Iran steht kurz vor Implementierung». 
Medienmitteilung des Bundesrats of 30 January 
2020 (“Payment mechanism for humanitarian sup-
plies to Iran about to be implemented”)

8 «Zarif empfängt am 7. September Schweizer Aus-
senminister/100 Jahre diplomatische Beziehun-
gen», in: Press TV/ParsToday deutsch of 4 Septem-
ber 2020 (“Zarif receives Swiss Foreign Minister 
on 7 September/100th anniversary of diplomatic 
relations”)

9 Eidgenössisches Departement für auswärtige An-
gelegenheiten EDA. Schutzmachtmandate (Feder-
al Department of Foreign Affairs FDFA. Protective 
power mandates)

10 www.eda.admin.ch. Embassy of Switzerland - For-
eign Interests Section Teheran

11 Rhyn, Larissa. «Aussenminister Ignazio Cassis auf 
delikater Mission in Teheran», in: Neue Zürcher 
Zeitung of 8 September 2020. (“Foreign Minister 
Ignazio Cassis on delicate mission in Tehran”)

12 Rigendinger, Balz. «Wozu ‹Genève internation-
ale›, wenn wir immer nur Briefträger spielen?», in: 
swiss-info of 8 September 2020.(“What is the point 
of ‘Genève internationale’ if we are always only  
playing postmen?”)

”100 years of diplomatic relations …” 
continued from page 2
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The new hunting law - a shooting law?
We do not vote for a ready-made hunt-
ing law out of the retort. The referendum 
was seized againsta law of the government 
and parliament which was extensively dis-
cussed and then passed.

If the new law would be passed, pro-
tection of endangered species, protec-
tion of animals and protection  of hab-
itats would be improved and numerous 
ambiguities would be removed. The new 
law is progressive and good, perhaps 
even the best possible compromise,  fi-
nally cleaning up the long-standing dif-
ferences.

If the new law is rejected, the law from 
the eighties would still apply. Today we 
hunters hunt according to this law and 
would continue to hunt with it.

that it regulates among other things the 
condition for the shooting down of pro-
tected animals

Opponents call the new law simplistical-
ly a firing law. Ignoring the fact that it regu-
lates – among other things – the co are car-
ried out already today (by representatives 
of the cantons) and would be carried out 
as before in the event of a no vote. Only 
according to outdated and less clear rules.

Unfortunately, the  opponents keep si-
lent about all further, significant improve-
ments which the new law provides for 
the welfare of our wild animals, wheth-
er huntable or not, and the environment. 
This includes the designation of wild-
life resting areas, the interconnection 
of habitats by means of game corridors, 

new rules on prevention and compensation 
of damage caused by game, uniform recog-
nition of cantonal hunting examinations, in-
troduction of lead-free ammunition, require-
ment of an annual proof of accurate aiming 
by any person entitled to hunt, obligation to 
search for animals injured through hunting 
or traffic and much more.

By saying no to the new law, the devel-
opment of animal populations and the way 
we (over)use their habitats today will re-
main unconsidered. Renewed discussions 
will continue to occupy the Federal Council 
and the Parliament. And all this weight on 
the back of our animal world and at the ex-
pense of us all as co-users of their habitats!

Beat Wolfer, Gräslikon
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The “ceterum censeo” is important. Also 
in order to avoid gradually getting used 
to a position for which confrontation and 
war are appropriate means of foreign pol-
itics. At the beginning of August, a few 
weeks before the official German Nawal-
ny campaign started, the German Press 
Agency (dpa) published the results of a 
recent survey regarding the withdrawal of 
US troops from Germany. The central re-
sult: “While the majority of politicians in 
Germany are rejecting the planned with-
drawal of US troops, the majority of the 
population is in favour of it.” 47% of those 
questioned approve of the planned partial 
withdrawal, while only 32% oppose it. 
25% even think that all US troops should 
withdraw from Germany. The opinion is 
even clearer when it comes to US nuclear 
weapons in Germany. 66% of those ques-
tioned would prefer the US nuclear bombs 
stored in Germany to be removed from the 
country.

Trust in the USA as an “ally” has also 
been shattered for many. Only 35% still 
consider the USA to be Germany’s most 
important ally outside Europe, while 49% 
say that this is no longer the case. And for 
23 % of those surveyed, a good relation-
ship with Russia is now more important 
than with the USA.

Finally: 58 % of those questioned be-
lieve that Germany is spending enough 
money on arms; only 25 % see things dif-
ferently. Hence, the NATO target of 2% 
military expenditure (measured against 
gross domestic product GDP), to which 
the German government has committed 
itself, is clearly rejected.

Politics is worried about the German 
will for peace

The Transatlantic Coordinator of the Ger-
man Federal Government, Peter Beyer 
(CDU), called these figures “worrying”. 
These perceptions among the German 
population “should not lead us to turn to 
Russia or China or to give in to an uncer-
tain neutrality”.

The political activities in the weeks 
after the event fit the bill. The fact that the 
German government has taken the “lead” 
in the Nawalny campaign did not match 
with previous German policy, but with the 
concept of not only torpedoing German-
Russian projects such as Nord Stream 2, 
but also of creating a mood against unpop-
ular public opinion. If German-Russian re-
lations suffered even more from this than 
they already do, it would be welcomed by 
these circles.

Foreign policy think tank regrets that 
the Bundeswehr is “structurally inca-

pable of attack”

It is very regrettable that a well-known 
daily newspaper in Switzerland – a coun-
try that should be committed to neutrality 
– repeatedly offers itself as a platform for 
German and other confrontational voices. 
But at least the Swiss reader learns what is 
thought and planned by Germany’s “elites”. 
On 2 September 2020, Tom Enders, Pres-
ident of the German Council on Foreign 
Relations (DGAP), previously CEO of the 
arms manufacturer Airbus, had his say. His 
verdict: Towards governments like the Rus-
sian much more German harshness would 
be appropriate. Behind all this we find an 
unquestioned enemy stereotype, associ-
ated with historical misrepresentations: 
“Where in history has it ever been possible 
to dissuade a determined autocrat from his 

course of expansion by appeasement, con-
cessions and protection money? We Ger-
mans in particular should have learned our 
lesson in this respect”.

For the President of the DGAP, German 
foreign policy lacks „moral clarity, deter-
mination and defensiveness“. The fact that 
“political conflicts could never be solved 
by force” is for him an “ideology” which 
he considers “wrong” and „ignorant of 
history“. However, he considers the Ger-
man army to be “structurally incapable 
of attack” – and he deplores this without 
pointing out that the war of aggression at 
the Nuremberg Trials was classified as the 
most serious war crime and is still incom-
patible with international law. Instead, he 
says: “The Bundeswehr, in accordance with 
Germany’s weight in the European Union, 
must once again become an internationally 
respected and effective armed force.”

Who is the DGAP?
The DGAP is not just anyone. You can 
read on Wikipedia: “The German Society 
for Foreign Policy (DGAP) is a network 
and think tank for foreign policy. Found-
ed in 1955 in cooperation with the Coun-
cil on Foreign Relations and Chatham 
House, the society operates research in-
stitutions for questions of internation-
al politics as well as foreign and securi-
ty policy. Today, the DGAP has over 2500 
members, including leading figures from 
banking and finance, business, politics, 
media and academia. The association tries 
to actively influence the formation of for-
eign policy opinion at all levels. Its work 

It is still true: most Germans  
still want to live in peace with their neighbours

An aggressive German foreign politics contradicts the will of the people
by Karl-Jürgen Müller

„War peril?“
km. This question has once again been 
raised by a serious German voice: Al-
brecht Müller. He experienced the Sec-
ond World War as a child, became in-
volved in the German peace movement 
as early as the 1950s, was head of plan-
ning in the Chancellery during the Willy 
Brandt era, and some time ago – due to 
the unsatisfactory reporting in the mass 
media, the spreading market radicalism 
also in Germany and above all due to 
the growing danger of war – published 
his own internet platform: the “Nach-
denkseiten” (reflection pages). There 
he answered the question as follows 
on 15 September 2020: “This question 
is not asked for fun, not even to make 
people afraid. The danger is greater 

than the majority thinks. In support of 
this, I would like to point to three of 
several worrying developments: First, 
the speed and aggressiveness with 
which the spiral of the construction of 
an enemy image is being turned. Sec-
ondly, the associated and resulting dan-
ger of a change of mood in Russia and 
the likely promotion of aggressive, na-
tionalistic forces based on the military 
and military strength. Thirdly, I would 
like to point to the internal develop-
ment of the countries bordering the 
Baltic, Poland and other Eastern Euro-
pean countries. It is more likely than not 
that kindling will take place there. “1 

1 https://www.nachdenkseiten.
de/?p=64846

Hermann Göring  
must not be right...

“Of course the people don’t want war. 
[…] But after all, it’s the leaders of the 
country who determine the policy, and 
it’s always a simple matter to drag the 
people along whether it’s a democracy, 
a fascist dictatorship, or a parliament, 
or a communist dictatorship. […] That 
is easy. All you have to do is tell them 
they are being attacked, and denounce 
the pacifists for lack of patriotism, and 
exposing the country to danger. It 
works the same way in any country.”

Hermann Göring, Interview with Gus-
tave Gilbert in the prison cell on 18 April 

1946, Nuremberg Diary 1962 (original 
edition: Nuremberg Diary 1947), p. 270

continued on page 6
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is aimed at decision-makers in the Ger-
man politics, business and administration, 
in non-governmental organisations, in the 
military and at the general public”.

Who is ignorant of history?
What conclusions are currently being 
drawn from history was demonstrated by 
the visit of US Secretary of State Mike 
Pompeo to Poland in mid-August 2020. 
The date had been chosen with care. 
Pompeo not only signed an agreement on 
the transfer of US troops from Germany 
to Poland. He was also the guest of honour 

at Poland’s centenary celebrations for the 
victory over the Red Army off Warsaw, 
the so-called “Miracle on the Vistula”. At 
these celebrations, Poles are praised as 
brave defenders of their country against 
an aggressive Russia, almost as “sav-
iours of the West” against the “Bolshevik 
hordes”. What is not mentioned here, how-
ever, is that before the Battle of Warsaw – 
after the end of the First World War and 
virtually immediately after the refounding 
of the Polish state – Polish troops, full of 
dreams of great power, had waged a war 
of aggression against a Russia weakened 
by war, revolution and civil war, and had 
advanced as far as Kiev. Only there the 
Red Army succeeded in stopping the Pol-

ish advance and pushing back the Poles – 
admittedly, while still dreaming of world 
revolution.

After the end of the Second World War, 
the international community attempted to 
prevent such confrontations and wars by 
all means in the future. The majority of 
Germans still stand in this tradition today. 
Thank God.

However, this is not a foregone conclu-
sion. The propaganda is on, and the fact 
that it has so far failed to work for the ma-
jority is in no small part due to the nu-
merous voices that continuously analyse 
and question stereotypical images of the 
enemy, calling for a search for ways to re-
solve conflicts peacefully. •

How will the future of the official German-Russian relationship look like?
km. On the website of the Russian Minis-
try of Foreign Affairs the following press 
release is available in English. It was 
made available in a German translation 
by the Russian Embassy in the Federal 
Republic of Germany on 16 September:

“On 15 September, Foreign Minister 
Sergey Lavrov had a telephone conver-
sation with German Foreign Minister 
Heiko Maas.

The foreign ministers focused on the 
state of and prospects for Russian-Ger-
man relations, and the development of 
bilateral and international cooperation 
against the backdrop of the Alexey Na-
valny case.

The Russian minister reaffirmed Rus-
sia’s willingness to cooperate on this 
issue. He said again that Moscow is wait-
ing for a response from the competent 
German bodies to the requests sent by 
the Russian Prosecutor’s Office on 27 Au-
gust and 14 September of this year in ac-
cordance with the European Convention 
on Mutual Assistance in Criminal Mat-
ters of April 20, 1959 and the addition-
al protocols to it of 17 March 1978 and 
8 November 2001. This legal agreement 
implies the transfer of the bio materials, 
test results, clinical analyses and medi-
cal documents required for a meticulous, 
comprehensive investigation into the 
reasons for Navalny’s illness and hospi-
talisation, which our Western colleagues 
are actively urging us to conduct in pub-
lic. President of Russia Vladimir Putin ex-
plained the Russian position to Presi-
dent of France Emmanuel Macron during 

their telephone conversation on 14 Sep-
tember of this year. If our partners con-
tinue evading answers to our requests, it 
will be qualified as a lack of desire to es-
tablish the truth following an objective 
and comprehensive investigation into 
the incident.

Sergey Lavrov urged his colleague to 
stop any further politicising of the Nav-
alny case. He said we cannot accept ref-
erences to ‘the independence’ of judicial 
bodies and the need to coordinate ac-
tions with Navalny himself or his family 
and friends that are being used as obsta-
cles to block access for Russian investiga-
tors and doctors to the materials held by 
Germany on his disease and treatment. 
This runs counter to the afore-men-
tioned convention.

As for the Organisation for the Pro-
hibition of Chemical Weapons (OPCW), 
to which Germany is referring Russia on 
this case, the use of this organisation by 
Germany to clear the case should not be 
an obstacle to developing bilateral co-
operation, both in the OPCW and via 
the established and generally accept-
ed channels of legal assistance as is re-
quired by the sides’ commitments under 
the afore-mentioned 1959 convention 
and the related protocols.

The foreign ministers agreed to con-
tinue their dialogue on this and other bi-
lateral and international issues.“
(Source: https://www.mid.ru/en/tele-
fonnye-razgovory-ministra/-/asset_pub-
lisher/KLX3tiYzsCLY/content/id/4339830 
of 15 September 2020; https:/ /rus-

sische-botschaft.ru /de /2020 / 09 /16 /
press-release-on-foreign-minister-ser-
gey-lavrovs-telephone-conversation-
with-german-foreign-minister-heiko-
maas/ of 16.9.2020)

On the website of the German Foreign 
Office this telephone conversation is not 
mentioned.

Nor was the telephone conversation 
an issue in the NATO-oriented German-
language media. However, there are 
numerous more general comments on 
German-Russian relations. However, it 
cannot be completely denied that this 
is intended to bring about a certain de-
velopment. As the “Neue Zürcher Zei-
tung” of 17 September wrote: “Russian 
observers see the end of the special re-
lationship between the two countries, 
which was based on the Eastern poli-
cy of the 1970s and was established by 
the Soviet approval of German unifi-
cation. The Nawalny case is a turning 
point [...].” Then: “The details of the 
case no longer matter. The way in which 
Chancellor Angela Merkel had decided 
to deal with the case ended Germany’s 
role as an interpreter of Russian sensi-
bilities in Europe. Berlin is now behav-
ing like all other Western countries – in 
constant opposition to Moscow’s for-
eign policy. Accordingly, Russia will 
treat Germany as a dependent, Amer-
ica-dependent state and put it in in-
verted commas as a partner. [...] There 
can no longer be any talk of a common 
basis of trust.”

”It is still true: most Germans …” 
continued from page 5
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The September 
12 demonstration 
“Stop 5G” in Rome 
rightly focuses on 
the possible elec-
tromagnetic conse-
quences for health 
and environment, 
in particular on 
the decree that pre-
vents mayors from 
regulating the in-

stallation of 5G antennas in the munici-
pal area.

However, the Italian public continues to 
ignore a fundamental aspect of this tech-
nology: its military use. We have already 
warned about it in the manifesto (10 De-
cember 2019) but with poor results. The 
subsequent programs launched by the 
Pentagon, officially documented, confirm 
what we wrote nine months ago.

The “5G Strategy”, approved on 2 May 
2020, stated that “the Defense Department 
must develop and employ new concepts of 
operation that use the ubiquitous connec-
tivity that 5G capabilities offer to increase 
the effectiveness, resilience, speed, and le-
thality of our Forces.”

The Pentagon is already experimenting 
military applications of this technology in 
five air, naval and land forces bases: Hill 
(Utah), Nellis (Nevada), San Diego (Cal-
ifornia), Albany (Georgia), Lewis-Mc-
Chord (Washington), Dr. Joseph Evans, 
technical director for 5G at the Depart-
ment of Defense, in a press conference on 
3 June confirmed.

He then announced that 5G military 
applications will soon be tested in seven 
other bases: Norfolk (Virginia), Pearl 
Harbor-Hickam (Hawaii), San Anto-
nio (Texas), Fort Irwin (California), Fort 
Hood (Texas), Camp Pendleton (Califor-
nia) and Tinker (Oklahoma).

Experts predict that 5G will play a deci-
sive role in the development of hyperson-
ic weapons, including nuclear warheads: 
huge amounts of data must be collected, 
processed and transmitted very quickly 

to guide them on variable trajectories, es-
caping interceptor missiles. The same data 
collection is necessary to activate the de-
fenses in the event of an attack with such 
weapons, relying on automatic systems.

The new technology will also play a 
key role in the battle network, being able 
to connect millions of two-way radio 
equipment in a limited area.

5G will also be extremely important for 
the Secret Services and Special Forces: it 
will make possible much more effective 
espionage systems and increase the lethal-
ity of drone-killers. These and other mil-
itary applications of this technology are 
certainly being studied in China and other 
countries as well. Therefore, the ongoing 
5G is not only a trade war.

The strategic document of the Penta-
gon confirmed it: “5G technologies rep-
resent crucial strategic capabilities for the 
national security of the United States and 
for that of our allies.” It is therefore nec-
essary to “protect them from our adver-
saries” and convince our allies to do the 
same to ensure the “interoperability” of 
military applications of 5G within NATO 
framework.

This explains why Italy and other Euro-
pean allies of the US have excluded Hua-
wei and other Chinese companies from 5G 
telecommunication equipment supply ten-
ders.

“5G technology” – explains Dr. Jo-
seph Evans in the press conference at the 
Pentagon – “is vital to maintain military 
and economic advantages of the United 
States,” not only against its adversaries, 
especially China and Russia, but against 
its allies.

For this reason, “the Department of 
Defense is working closely with industri-
al partners, who invest hundreds of billion 
dollars in 5G technology, in order to ex-
ploit these massive investments for mili-
tary applications of 5G,” including mili-
tary and civilian “dual-use applications”…

In other words, the 5G commercial net-
work, built by private companies, is used 
by the Pentagon at a much lower cost than 

would be necessary if the network were 
built solely for military purposes.

 The common users, to whom the 5G 
multinationals will sell their services, are 
going to pay for a technology that, as they 
promise, should “change our lives,” but 
at the same time it will be used to create 
a new generation of weapons for a war, 
meaning the end of human generations. •
Source: Il manifesto of 8 September 2020

Video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continu
e=3&v=D55S7Mwr2Jc&feature=emb_logo - https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z96w4Cav7nE

The Dark Side of 5G: Military Use
by Manlio Dinucci, Italy

Manlio Dinucci  
(Picture ma)
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Global appeal to nine nuclear governments
ef. On 24 August 2020, a glob-
al appeal was launched, ad-
dressed to the presidents, 
prime ministers and legislators 
of the nine nuclear govern-
ments of China, France, India, 
Israel, North Korea, Pakistan, 
Russia, the United Kingdom 
and the United States of Amer-
ica.

These governments are called 
on to each commit to a nucle-
ar policy of no first strike and to 
sign and ratify the Treaty on the 
Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons, 
and to collectively agree to im-
mediately begin disarming on 
a schedule to completely elimi-
nate all nuclear weapons from 
the earth no later than 6 August 
2045.

The appeal is supported by 
numerous organisations from 
different countries like Russia, 
Canada, Germany, the United 
States of America, Australia, 
Italy, and the United Kingdom.

Among the supporters is 
Daniel Ellsberg, economist, for-
mer US military analyst and 
well-known whistleblower 
(Pentagon Papers).

So far (as of 25 September 
2020) 9,771 individuals have 
signed the appeal. It has been 
translated into several languag-
es.

Current Concerns publishes 
the full text below:

“To the presidents, prime min-
isters, and legislatures of China, 
France, India, Israel, North 
Korea, Pakistan, Russia, the 
United Kingdom, and the Unit-
ed States.

We, the people of good will, 
of all walks of life, living on all 
continents and professing dif-
ferent creeds and religions, 
direct your attention to the 
threat of an all-out nuclear war 

that can erupt very easily either 
due to deliberate actions of any 
nuclear-weapons state or be-
cause of unintentional, human, 
technical or other mistake.

We are witnessing that the 
threshold for the use of nucle-
ar weapons in limited or large-
scale attacks recently has been 
dramatically lowered, bringing 
the entire world to the brink of 
a nuclear Armageddon.

Many high-ranking military 
and civilian officials, politicians 
and experts are openly talking 
about the possibility of using 
nuclear weapons in a first strike 
attack against any nation under 
many pretexts with low-yield or 
high-yield nuclear charges.

The United States in fact has 
withdrawn from a number of 
rather well-known and useful 
nuclear arms control treaties 
and accords for dubious rea-
sons and illogical explanations.

Nuclear arms delivery vehi-
cles are becoming more sophis-
ticated, faster and more pre-
cise. They have been combined 
into a dangerous combina-
tion of arms embracing strate-
gic and tactical nuclear weap-
ons with missile defense assets 
and conventional capabilities, 
and with a possibility to place 
strike weapons in space, includ-
ing missile defense systems and 
anti-satellite weapons.

Many military exercises that 
earlier have been conducted 
with the use of conventional 
weapons, gradually are being 
transformed into drills using 
mock nuclear weapons.

Nuclear arms experts calcu-
late that during an initial mas-
sive nuclear attack, at least 34 
million people will immediate-
ly perish and 57 million peo-
ple will receive multiple inju-
ries and wounds that will cause 
horrible pain, suffering, radi-

ation sickness and death. Ad-
ditionally, various kinds of in-
frastructure, flora and fauna, 
nuclear power plants, water 
resources – including potable 
water and hydropower dams 
– will be heavily damaged or 
destroyed completely by huge 
firestorms, vast nuclear con-
tamination, powerful explo-
sions, and earthquakes.

But that is just the immediate 
impact. The nuclear winter that 
would be created by even a lim-
ited nuclear war would threat-
en all of humanity with starva-
tion and other mortal threats.

We who have voluntarily 
signed this appeal urge you, as 
the leaders of all nine nuclear 
nations, to take the following 
actions in 2020:

First, as an initial step leading 
to comprehensive and irrevers-
ible nuclear disarmament on a 
global scale, to pledge not to 
use and denounce any kind of 
nuclear weapon use in a first 
strike against any nation at any 
time.

Second, to sign and ratify the 
international Treaty on the Pro-
hibition of Nuclear Weapons 
with the subsequent commit-
ment specified in the next item.

Third, to commit to irrevers-
ibly dismantling all nuclear 
weapons by no later than Au-
gust 6, 2045 or earlier – by all 
nine nuclear weapon states, in 
carefully calibrated stages and 
through well-developed and 
mutually acceptable mecha-
nisms of inspections, provided 
that all nuclear-weapon states 
will follow this pattern simulta-
neously and honestly.”

Source: https://actionnetwork.org/
petitions/global-appeal-to-nine-nu-

clear-governments?source=9nukego
vtsWBW&referrer=group-world-be-

yond-war
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All children wish for a world without nuclear war
by Nicole Duprat, associate of Horizons et debats 

Dedicated to those 
who survived the bomb attack,

only to be living in permanent fear
Because of the risks 

emanating from the radiation. 
May the souls of the deceased

rest in peace.
May those still alive

and still suffering the pain
become beacons of the brightest light

and enable humanity
to understand

the evil nature of nuclear weapons.

The article dealing with the 75th anni-
versary of the nuclear bombing in Cur-
rent Concerns must be given the credit 
to show us that Hiroshima and Nagasa-
ki are not an affair of the past. At the 
time being, nuclear weapons are in the 
centre of current goings-on, on a national 
as well as on an international scale. This 
prevalence underlines the fact that nu-
clear weapons are still the power instru-

ments developed by some states in spite 
of the growing significance of the world-
wide anti-nuclear movements and their 
ever-increasing demands for a nuclear-
free world.

Hiroshima and Nagasaki have implant-
ed in our memories the cruelty of employ-
ment of the atomic bomb. Those places 
pulverised by the atomic fire will for ever 
be the witnesses of the deadly and delib-
erate policy of President Truman and his 
consultancy who tried to win the war by 
employing the atomic bomb.

These two nuclear bombs were terrify-
ing weapons causing tremendous destruc-
tions of dimensions unknown until this 
day. Acute syndroms caused by the radia-
tion would result in death – or not.

75 years after the bombing of Hiroshi-
ma and Nagasaki the shadow of a nucle-
ar war still hovers above us in spite of the 
horror suffered by those two cities. Even 
today there is no city geared up to carry 
the consequences of a nuclear explosion 

and there is no nation that would be able 
to cope with such an event.

In a sense Hiroshima and Nagasaki are 
the symbols of the blind spot of the inter-
national criminal law that was created by 
the great Nuremberg Trials. In armed con-
flict the crimes of war and crimes against 
humanity committed by the victors will 
still go unpunished.

The Start Treaty between the USA 
and Russia about the reduction of nucelar 
weapons is expiring in 2021, if the two 
powers will not come to an agreement 
about its renovation.

Let us welcome activities of the “May-
ors for Peace”, a group of mayors from all 
the world whose programme was brought 
into being on 24 July 1982 at the UN Spe-
cial Session about disarmament by the 
Mayor of Hiroshima Takeshi Araki and his 
colleague Mayor of Nagasaki Yoshitake 
Morotani in order to promote the solidar-
ity among the cities of the world on their 
path to eliminate the atomic weapons.

There is no such thing as a just war, in 
all wars it is the innocent who pay the bill.

The Japanese Ministry for Health 
counted 134,700 “Hibakusha”, a term 
which means people still suffering fom 
the bomb, i.e. people who were contami-
nated. The average age of the still living 
victims is about 83. And many of them 
were new-borns or even still in the womb 
at the time of the bombing. The physical 
and mental torture of many Hibakusha 
continues through all their lives. Many 
of them have suffeed for a long time and 
were discriminated, in particular with re-
spect to marriage. “For us, who survived, 
marriage or child birth are not pleasant 
events but an ever lasting source of fear. 
We are still afraid of the bombings’ af-
termath affecting our children and grand 
children.” Hibakusha! We should meet 
their commitment to the abolition of nu-
clear weapons and achievement of world 
peace with great respect and an open 
heart.

The photos in the archives of Hiroshi-
ma’s Peace Museum picture the extend 
of the detoriations caused by the nucle-
ar bombs as well as the price, which the 
civilian population – the main victims of 
this murderous killing frenzy – had and 
have to pay. The Kenotaph, the form of 
which reminds us of the old Japanese mud 
houses, was built to protect the victims’ 
souls from wind and rain. It contains the 
names of all victims of the bomb attack 
and was created by the architect Tange 
Kenzo; there is a “peace flame” which is 
to keep burning as long as nuclear weap-
ons still exist, with the epigraph “Rest in 
Peace. We are not going to Repeat the ISBN 978-0-613-23029-2
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Mistakes of the Past”, the word “We” re-
ferring to all of mankind.

In the course of my career as a teacher 
I received – in the context of my coopera-
tion with Alliance Française de Tokyo – a 
young Japanese woman, Yoriko, who had 
come to learn about French schools. We 
agreed to talk with the students about this 
tragic event within a origami workshop, 
speaking in words adequate to their age 
and capacity of understanding. In an ori-
gami workshop we produce paper cranes 
(Orizuru), a symbol of longevity. The ori-
gami technique is a folding technique 
known to all Japanese children. With great 
diligence, precision and with a lot of feel-
ing my students engaged in the folding 
art. We showed them a poster with a stat-
ue of the children who had been affect-
ed by the bomb and in particular Sadako 
Sasaki. This little girl died from Leukae-
mia caused by her exposion to the bomb-
ing’s radiation. Thanks to the many paper 
cranes which she created during her ill-
ness, she has become a symbol of peace. 

In fact there is a Japanese legend saying: 
“Everyone who folds 1000 paper cranes 
which are connected to each other by one 
link, will be rewarded by the fullfillment 
of his profoundest wish for health, a long 
life, love and happiness.” Sadako wanted 
to live. As long as she was able to she fold-
ed paper cranes. She died on 25 October 

1955 at the age of twelve. She was buried 
with a festoon of 1000 paper cranes.

Sadakos story had a profound influence 
on her friends and her class. In the chil-
dren’s book, Sadako folded 644 cranes 
before she died and as a tribute to young 
Sadako who believed she could get well 
again her class mates folded the 356 lack-
ing cranes1. Her story made a symbol of 
peace of the paper crane. Her story is nar-
rated in the book “Sadako and the thouse-
nd paper cranes” by Eleanor Coerr, pub-
lished in 1977 which was translated into 
several languages. The friends produced 
another origami in order to collect money 
for Japanese schools and to have a statue 
erected in honour of Sadako and all chil-
dren who had suffered from the bomb. It 
is a statue of a small girl, holding a huge 
golden crane in the form of an origami in 
her upheld arms. The consecration took 
place on 5 May 1958 at a children’s fes-
tivity. There is an inscription on the pede-
trial reading “This is our calling. This is 
our prayer. For the building of peace in the 
world.”

Since then this statue has been decorat-
ed with thousands of paper crane festoons, 
created by children of the whole world, 
(including the 30 students of my class, 
whose festoon Yoriko brought back to her 
homeland.) All children have the same 
wish: A world without a nuclear war. •

1 Even if the number of cranes folded by Sadako in 
the children’s andyoung people’s books remains 
below 1,000 in the sense of the legend, although 
she folded well over 1,000, it was actually Sadako’s 
classmates who initiated a peace memorial and a 
collection. It was inaugurated in 1958.

Paper cranes ( A mother’s memories)
The more the illness advanced and the 
more she lost her mobility, the small-
er became the cranes that Sakado was 
folding. Although her whole body was 
swollen, swollen up to her finger tips, 
although her eyes must have failed her 

more and more, she diligently folded 
her little cranes – supporting her hands 
with a needle – like somebody drown-
ing clutching at a straw. 

(Sasaki, Masahiro.  
Meine kleine Schwester Sadako, p. 96)

A brother’s memories
My sister had threaded all her thou-
sand cranes on a long thread, in order 
to keep her thread of life from break-
ing. Her wish was not fullfilled.
Oh, you thousand cranes. Why did you 
not sing? Why did you not fly? I said to 
one of these cranes: Stay with my sis-
ter and protect her. Care for her in our 

place and if she is happy, raise your 
wings into the wide sky.
When the number of her cranes reached 
one thousnd and six hundred, her body 
had become visibly weak.

(Sasaki, Masahiro.  
Meine kleine Schwester Sadako, p. 98)

(Translation Current Concerns)

A memorial stands in the Hiroshima Peace Garden. The bronze figure of 
Sadako Sasaki rises on the tip of a symbolised atomic bomb. Her hands 

raised skywards carry a golden crane. (Picture Wikimedia)

”A children wish for a world …” 
continued from page 9
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Fit for school? Fit for life?
by Dr. Eliane Perret, remedial teacher and psychologist

Today it is very common to foster children 
at an early age. They attend language 
courses, learn to play a music instrument 
or play tennis. Their weekly schedule is 
fully clocked. They want to have the best 
possible chances for success at school. 
Often there is the fear that the child will 
not be able to meet the requirements and 
compete with its peers. However, cur-
rent research clearly shows that emo-
tional balance and the ability to make a 
constructive contribution in social inter-
action are just as important for later suc-
cess at school as early reading and arith-
metic. Encouraging these skills in a child 
is often challenging, as the following ex-
ample will show. 

“But I want this dinosaur!”

Recently I was looking for a nice puzzle 
in the store of a zoo. A mother was staying 
near me with her son. After the holidays, 
Noah, he was called, would start with the 
first grade. This I could gather through the 
conversation between the two. 

The mother wanted to pick out a keep-
sake of the beautiful day together with 
him. The selection was large. She referred 
him to the beautiful animal books and 
games. But he had other things in mind 
and headed for the plastic dinosaurs which 
were available in all sizes. And it came, as 
you can already guess.

Soon Noah’s determined voice was 
heard: “But I want this dinosaur.” The 
mother reacted calmly and spoke to him: 
“Look, you have already bought many 
such dinosaurs. Then you played with 
them for half a day, and they’ve been lying 
around ever since. You can choose. We 
buy a game or a book. Then we can play 
together and look at the book.” 

The boy could not be convinced, his 
voice was pressed and very determined: 
“But I want this dinosaur!”

Linguistically dexterous
Well, this is an everyday situation. I 

could empathise with the mother that it 
cost her a lot to stick to her opinion. Her 
son showed an impressive perseverance. 
Soon he would go to school. I could de-
duct from some remarks that he could 
already read and write his name and 
knew many numbers. Still, I wondered if 
Noah was well prepared for his upcom-
ing school entry. Noah had already ac-
quired an important skill that was needed 
at school: He was linguistically skilled, 

could express his wishes and had a differ-
entiated vocabulary that did not exhaust 
itself in “super”, “mega” and “cool”. But 
how did he use language as a “bridge to 
other human beings”? Obviously, he was 
used to the lively exchange. He argued 
with his mother like a world champion 
to get another dinosaur. He had learned 
at an early age how to use language to 
shape relationships and give weight to 
his own ideas. At school, it would help 
him to follow the content of the lessons 
with close listening. He had the language 
skills to understand the rules of living 
together and thus contribute to a good 
learning atmosphere.

Being able to do without something
But I wondered whether Noah was also 
able to respond to his counterpart, empa-
thise with his situation and, if necessary, 
put his own wishes aside. His mother had 
probably experienced with her son that 
after an initial brief enthusiasm, his in-
terest quickly waned. He could also stub-
bornly stick to an idea. It seemed impor-
tant to the mother that her son learnt to 
be more flexible in adapting to new chal-
lenges. However, winning him over was a 
demanding task. Noah became more and 
more excited and persisted in his desire to 
buy a dinosaur. The mother stayed calm 
and composed. She assumed that her no 
would not harm Noah and that she did not 
have to please her son. Her life experi-
ence gave her the necessary foresight. She 
knew or had a sense that such experienc-
es would later make it easier for her child 
to give up something and overcome dis-
appointments. This would also be part of 
Noah’s everyday school life. 

Not only knowing a lot and being 
smart

Noah had a good chance of becoming 
a successful pupil in several ways. But 
he would not always be able to do what 
he enjoyed and was easy to do. Success 
in school also means being able to deal 
with disappointments, success and fail-
ure, and accepting that he is sometimes 
the stronger and sometimes the weaker. 
This is also part of building and maintain-
ing true friendships. Being together with 
other children will certainly lead to differ-
ences of opinion and conflicts – children 
also have a right to this. Misunderstand-
ings will arise, and Noah will have to deal 
with how he can make up things he has 
done. Small children often see their own 

way only, feel right and quickly become 
desperate, powerless and angry and can be 
offended. Noah had already outgrown this 
infantile phase, but it was obviously dif-
ficult for him to abandon an idea he had 
once grasped.

Remain steadfast
Still he stayed with the primitive ani-
mals. His mother had meanwhile moved 
towards the cash register. Noah grabbed 
resolutely his dinosaur and stomped after 
the mother. Would she still be able to re-
sist his stubbornness? She referred him 
once more to the large selection of puz-
zles and games from which he could 
choose one. Then she turned to the cash-
ier. She had chosen a book. Noah put his 
dinosaur next to it. The mother informed 
the cashier that she would only pay for 
the book. Now Noah obviously realised 
that “nothing could be done”. He put his 
dinosaur down and was offended. The 
mother gave him a short time to think it 
over, then she paid and turned to the exit. 
Noah behind. 

A few minutes later I met mother and 
son again. They were on their way to the 
parking lot. The mother told him in an 
easygoing manner what she had liked 
most about the day. Noah had still put on 
his offended face. But he could not help 
but smile when she told him about the 
funny monkeys.

A step forward
Noah had learnt and experienced a lot 
today. Not only exciting things about ani-
mals. The mother had put an obstacle in his 
way and thus enabled an important learn-
ing step. He had to do without his dinosaur 
and had to accept a disappointment. That 
had demanded something from him (not 
only from him!). Noah had succeeded in 
enduring the conflict with his mother with-
out a tantrum. The mother had given him 
the necessary support through her calm-
ness and inner security. This had made him 
stronger and allowed him to take a step for-
ward in his social-emotional development, 
and he had come a little closer to success in 
school and life. •

For further reading and deepening:

Stamm, Margrit. 

Flyer of the Education and Culture Directorate of the 
canton of Bern. Fit for school. (Can be downloaded 
as a pdf file in ten other languages besides German.) 
www.erz.be.ch /erz/en/index/educational counsel-
ling/educational counselling/specialized informa-
tion/fit_ fuer_die_schule
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Why digitalisation in schools and classrooms should 
be handled only with extreme caution

by Ewald Wetekamp, Working Group School and Education in Baden-Württemberg

Had we not had a corona crisis with a 
lockdown imposed everywhere, the IT in-
dustry would have had to invent some-
thing similar, in order to enjoy such a 
tailwind for its “visions” of a digitised so-
ciety and, above all, a “digitised” school. 
The industry now wants to use this tail-
wind to entrench itself even more irrev-
ocably in all interpersonal relationships 
of everyday life. In this context, we can 
even forget that there is no indication of 
anyone learning digitally, and that there 
is much evidence showing that the dig-
itisation of all human areas will lead to 
a data octopus interfering in all sorts of 
matters, and not disclosing this interfer-
ence under any circumstances, because 
who knows what “power” is behind the 
collected data? It is obvious that this will 
fundamentally change the image of man-
kind: from a creature oriented towards 
companionship, partnership and the re-
lations with others, whom precisely the 
caring coexistence in family, community 
and state will enable to develop into a fel-
low-player oriented towards the common 
good and so to find fulfillment in his ex-
istence, the new media user is to develop 
into a “digital consumer” who will lose 
himself in the digital world, become lone-
ly and so consume more and more of what 
robs him of his participation in the human 
community – a vicious circle. We ought to 
focus closely on the question whether the 
filigree pedagogical processes character-
ised by a great deal of educational knowl-
edge, which take place in our schools, our 
educational institution, can be replaced 
by digital media. However, this is not 
the focus of this paper, which will rath-
er cover the presentation and analysis of 
what has already been insinuating its way 
into our classrooms for years and what 
requires critical evaluation.

The integrity of the body and thus, to 
a much greater extent, the right to life is 
an indispensable fundamental right. To 
deny this right would cause outrage and 
great resistance. For everyone knows that 
if such a fundamental right is no longer 
guaranteed, we all have to start fearing for 
life and limb. 

Serious misjudgment carrying  
immense consequences 

But there is also a fundamental right to 
the integrity of the privacy of a person,1 
and this is in no way inferior to the integ-
rity of the body. But if this right is vio-
lated, resistance and indignation are not 
comparable to the case where body and 

life are threatened. Why not? The viola-
tion of the body and its consequences are 
directly visible and observable and can 
therefore in most cases not be overlooked. 
The violation of privacy is a creeping pro-
cess, and often facilitated by the fact that 
a considerable number of people believe 
that the violation of their privacy or, in 
other words, of their intimate sphere does 
not constitute a major intrusion, since they 
have nothing to hide. This is a serious 
misjudgment with obvious consequences. 

Is the use of digital end devices really 
harmless?

To begin with, the violation of privacy 
looks pretty smart. We all know the lit-
tle “helpers” and apparently indispensa-
ble companions we love in everyday life 
and use all through the day in the form 
of smartphones, which started their glob-
al triumph2 just over a decade ago, and are 
now primarily part of the younger gener-
ation’s basic equipment; and this genera-
tion often enough does not even want to 
do without them at night – for whatever 
reason.3 

The fact that they are thus unresistingly 
leaving the most private data to Big data’s 
“data vacuum cleaner”,4 does not raise the 
slightest concern: Movement profiles, social 
contacts, peer group networks, visits to In-
ternet sites, preferences of all kinds, whether 
hobbies, music, films or even political opin-
ions, health apps that measure heartbeat, 
blood pressure and sporting activities (the 
evaluation of which can then serve as param-
eters for the health insurance contribution 
rate to be determined for the future) are re-
corded primarily for “interested parties” and 
indelibly left to the data cloud of an apparent-
ly anonymous entity – all without hesitation.

Conditions not guaranteed  
for unscrupulous use 

As long as digital tools remain simply 
tools, mastered by the person who uses 
them properly and professionally, there is 
nothing to be said against them. As long as 
a digital tool does not lead a life of its own, 
but which is determined by (unknown) 
others, as long as the use of this digital 
tool serves its user’s benefit and leaves his 
workspace and privacy untouched, every-
thing is fine – unless electronic use would 
entail health risks, in which case further re-
flection would be needed.

In the crisis the call for basic  
digitalisation is becoming louder

The fact that digitalisation, with all its 
more or less hushed up side effects, has 

begun a triumphal march through indus-
try and other sectors of the economy, not 
always to our or even their benefit, sticks 
out a mile. Neither does it go without no-
tice that with the Corona crisis the call for 
digitalised teaching has now found a viral 
amplifier,5 even if this process has been 
going on for some time. It is however also 
true, and especially true for teaching, that 
the personality of the student must remain 
intact in a rightly well-considered and pro-
tected space, especially with regard to his 
or her privacy. This is guaranteed by each 
federal state through its constitution and 
its respective educational mandate. People 
rightly trust in this. This trust must not be 
gambled away.

But what if the undoubtedly useful dig-
ital tools do not live up to this trust? What 
if even the best administrator cannot even 
begin to prevent the outflow of sensitive 
personal data? What if the digitalisation of 
schools and teaching is in fact an attack on 
the integrity of the students and, beyond 
that, on their families?

What can the end devices actually do?
All we have to do to answer this question 
is take a look at the digital devices that 
schools are usually equipped with and at 
the servers and networks to which these 
devices are connected. Computers and the 
Internet have been used for a long time. 
And then there are digital classrooms, 
smartboards and tablets, and network-
connected smartphones. Neither is the 
amount of educational software, that in-

continued on page 13
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terested IT companies develop and often 
present in special workshops at teachers’ 
associations conferences, to be forgotten.

The digital class register
Let us just look at the digital class regis-
ter, which has radically replaced the tradi-
tional class register in the form of a note-
book. Here you will find students with 
names, addresses and photos. In order 
that the subject teachers of a class can in-
form themselves more quickly, all “nec-
essary” information concerning students 
and class is stored digitally. In this way, 
teachers can find out which student is 
missing, when which tests will be written, 
when which student is late, has not done 
his or her material or homework, which 
reminders or reprimands have been issued 
to him or her, for what reason pedagogi-
cal conferences have come to which meas-
ures, which grades he or she has written 
in which subject. All this is not secured 
in an in-house intranet, but depending on 
the provider, the computer that manages 
this data is located, for example, in Vi-
enna. Why is that? On what basis should 
parents, students and teachers actually 
trust the provider? The reference to the 
data security of the system does not in-
spire confidence and is in no way convinc-
ing. Students and parents have a password 
that allows them to access the personal-
ised area of the digital class register from 
home. Ultimately, this could also be used 
incidentally as a means of digitally ver-
ifying whether parents or guardians dis-
charge their educational responsibility. 

Educational software
Take the educational software. The teach-
ers’ association VBE holds the so-called 
German Teachers’ Day in Leipzig every 
year. This takes place at the same time as 
the book fair “Leipzig liest” on the fair-
ground. It is attended by about 500 to 
700 teachers on average. In addition to 
the main speaker’s presentation, a large 
number of so-called workshops is held in 
the afternoon. Some years ago, Professor 
Manfred Spitzer was the speaker. He dealt 
with the topic of sense and nonsense in 
the use of digital media in class and the 
question of how the frequent use of these 
digital media affects learners’ psyche and 
mind. His conclusion was clear: He does 
not allow his children to use these digi-
tal end devices until they are 16 years 
old. He agrees on this with the IT devel-
opers in Silicon Valley. Their children do 
not get these devices. Their children at-
tend schools that do not use these devic-
es. They know that these devices have an 
addictive potential and that a humanis-
tic education is first and foremost a rela-

tionship-associated process, that is in the 
hands of an experienced educator. Profes-
sor Spitzer was applauded again and again 
for his remarks, which were completely in 
line with the conviction of the pedagogues 
present.

Viewed from this perspective, the af-
ternoon programme of the Teachers’ Day 
thus stood in stark contrast to the scientif-
ic presentations in the morning. The only 
offers available dealt exclusively with the 
digitalisation of classroom and lessons. 
One of them demonstrated to the teach-
ers present the use of special worksheets, 
that each colleague could design for his or 
her subject and then send to his or her stu-
dents via the teacher’s computer. The stu-
dents would then be able to work on these 
worksheets at home and send them back to 
the teacher. Then the teacher would have 
his students’ work on his computer and be 
able to evaluate it. To the astonishment 
of many of those present, not only could 
the answers given now be checked, but 
the software6 also recorded how long the 
student in question had been sitting at his 
work, how quickly he had worked, how 
often he had taken breaks, how often he 
had corrected his answers. Imagine all of 
this data being incorporated into the evalu-
ation of student work, and further imagine 
all of this data and all other data collected 
during a school day being outsourced to a 
cloud provided by extracurricular compa-
nies, which from then on will have student 
data that they can use in their own interest. 
The IT expert in this workshop explained 
to the mostly very astonished teachers that 
this software, used in lessons and evalu-
ated by programmes, is able to evaluate 
the performance of the students very ac-
curately, so that class tests might even be 
omitted. 

Experts from the IT industry report 
similar facts about Big data evaluation 
of data. Among other things, these eval-
uations also serve to make fairly accurate 
predictions about individual decisions and 
actions in the economic, cultural and po-
litical spheres. According to the experts, 
elections might even be dispensed with, 
since the algorithms know long before 
how the elections would turn out.

Why an assessment in vocational  
preparation?

In all types of schools it is common prac-
tice in the 8th or 9th grade to prepare stu-
dents for finding a profession. For this 
purpose, so-called assessments are car-
ried out, for which colleagues from the 
individual schools have to be trained - 
an enormous expenditure of time and 
money. These training courses are fi-
nanced by the Federal Employment 
Agency, by many independent institu-
tions as well as some companies. How to 
achieve results is a separate topic (em-

pathy abstinence). Here, detailed re-
ports on cooperation ability, creativity, 
endurance and stamina, general educa-
tion, mathematical ability, concentra-
tion ability, ability to combine, self-per-
ception and perception of others, and 
much more, are prepared. All of this can 
also be done by extra-school evaluators, 
since – purpurtedly – it is only a matter 
of empathy-abstinent observing, count-
ing and collecting. All these surveys are 
either carried out with the aid of appro-
priate programmes on the computer by 
the students themselves, or entered into 
the computer by the observers and sent 
to a central computer which evaluates the 
data. This assessment continues for one 
week. The subject lessons are cancelled 
or have to be substituted. The effort is 
enormous. The question of the benefit for 
school and students is controversial. So 
why do we make such an effort? Who is 
interested in this data, why and for what 
purposes?

What we have to take note of
The digital collection of personal data to 
create an individual personality profile, 
which neither parents, students nor teachers 
have commissioned, is a clandestine, sys-
tematic attack on the integrity of the per-
son, an attack on a fundamental right and 
thus, since our school is a school of democ-
racy, an attack on the democratic constitu-
tionalism of our school. But not only the 
schools are to be digitally transformed, but 
also the whole of society, indeed democ-
racy as such. Law graduate Yvonne Hof-
stetter7 knows these data octopuses from 
the inside and has written books about 
them. One of them is entitled “Das Ende 
der Demokratie – Wie die künstliche Intel-
ligenz die Politik übernimmt und uns ent-
mündigt – The End of Democracy – How 
Artificial Intelligence is latching onto pol-
itics and incapacitating us”. Knowledge of 
the strategic approach of companies spe-
cializing in big data is absolutely essential. 
However, it is much more necessary that 
we remember the basics of our joint coex-
istence. This is the task of everyone carry-
ing responsibility in the family, at work, in 
the state community, or in any other way in 
which this responsibility has been assigned 
to them. Reflexion on this is a very benefi-
cial exercise. •
1 The degree of individual and family privacy guar-

antees, among other things, the development of 
the personality towards a successful life plan as 
an active member of the human family. In a cer-
tain sense, this privacy must also be guaranteed in 
public educational and training institutions. Oth-
erwise, it is not possible to build sustainable, ori-
enting relationships. Media of total disclosure pre-
vent this and drive many of their users into social 
isolation.

”Why digitalisation in schools …” 
continued from page 12
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The Freidorf – the cooperative
History of a full cooperative

by Dr. rer. publ. Werner Wüthrich

A few months ago the Settlement Coop-
erative Freidorf near Basel celebrated its 
100th anniversary and has now published 
an impressive illustrated book about its 
history. This is to be presented here. 

From the introductory chapter:
“The Settlement Cooperative Frei-
dorf was founded on 20 May 1919 by 
93 settlers (all employees of the As-
sociation of Swiss Cooperative Soci-
eties VSK and its companies). In the 
middle of a green meadow between 
Basel and Muttenz, architect Hannes 
Meyer built a model settlement of 
150 terraced single-family houses in 
the form of a garden city. The hous-
ing estate was conceived as a full 
cooperative, a combination of con-
sumer and housing cooperative. The 
utopia, which envisaged a spacious 
house in the countryside with its own 
kitchen garden for families, had be-
come reality. The residential build-
ings all looked the same, regard-
less of their size. Each was equipped 
with wall closets, hot and cold run-
ning water, a bathroom and electric-
ity. Each house had a garden of at 
least 200 square meters. […] 

In its beginnings, Freidorf was an 
almost autonomous village commu-
nity with over 600 inhabitants and 
its own school. What the own kitch-
en garden or the jointly cultivated 
planting places did not provide, was 
bought in the own Freidorf store and 
paid with Freidorf money. The set-
tlers spent their free time within the 

walls of the free village. There was a 
restaurant, a bowling alley, a library, 
a folk choir, sports clubs for men 
and women, a small animal breed-
ing club and a savings bank. There 
was gymnastics, music, theater, 
dancing and celebrating together. 
The place of this hustle and bustle 
was the cooperative house and the 
large playground in the center of the 
settlement. The claim of the founding 
fathers around Bernhard Jaeggi was 
comprehensive. The goal was noth-
ing less than to achieve a ‘better per-
son’. (S. 6)

History

Attempts to establish integrated or even 
full cooperatives already existed in the 19th 
century. A full or integrated cooperative is 
understood to be a union of a larger group 
of people who not only organise individu-
al economic sectors such as housing, con-
sumption, joint purchases or the like col-
lectively, but also, in an integrated way, 
include other areas of life such as work, 
production, services, school, leisure time, 
health care, retirement provisions, etc. 

The pioneers of Basel around Bern-
hard Jaeggi were able to profit from a rich 
wealth of experience of the international 
cooperative movement. Here are two ex-
amples: 

As early as the beginning of the 19th 
century, the Scottish factory owner and 
social reformer Robert Owen developed 
utopias for a largely communal living to-
gether, which covered both work and con-
sumption, and he put them into practice, 

first in Scotland (New Lamarck) and then 
in the USA. It did not stop at utopia. In 
1825 he bought land in the state of Indi-
ana and founded the model company New 
Harmony. About 800 people followed his 
call to venture an experiment with him for 
a comprehensive cooperative living to-
gether. New Harmony lasted two years, 
but failed due to personal tensions. 

We find another similar example in Swit-
zerland in the middle of the 19th century in 
Zurich. Karl Bürkli had founded the Zürcher 
Konsumverein in 1851. Bürkli was guided 
by the ideas of Charles Fourier (1793-1837) 
and Victor Considerant, who had developed 
ideas for a communal life at the Ecole so-

continued on page 15
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2 In 1998, there was as yet no smartphone survey in 
the JIM, the Youth Study on Media Use. With the 
introduction of the iPhone in 2007, the triumphant 
advance of digitalised devices began. By 2011, al-
ready 26 % of young people had a smartphone, and 
by 2016, 92 %.

3 In this context, it is important to note that social 
media are designed to make the user dependent. 
Peter Hensinger points out that “[…] die Smart-
phones bewusst auf Sucht programmiert sind. Das 
haben die Social-Media- und Internet-Macher letz-
tes Jahr in einer Sonderbeilage der ‹New York 
Times› bekannt und sich dafür entschuldigt. - [...] 
smartphones are deliberately programmed for ad-
diction. The social media and internet makers an-
nounced this last year in a special supplement of 
the ‘New York Times’ and apologised for it. In: 
Hensinger, Peter. “Was macht die geplante Schulre-
form mit unseren Kindern – What will the planned 
school reform do to our children”, lecture at an 
event of the parents’ initiative Schule-Bildung-
Zukunft, Stuttgart, 9 February 2019, p. 4

4 “Big Data heisst: Alles, was der einzelne Nutzer 
im Netz kommuniziert, jeder Google-Klick, jeder 
Facebook-Eintrag wird gespeichert, um Person-

enprofile – digitale Zwillinge – zu erstellen. Und 
mit ihnen zu handeln, für Werbezwecke, zur Mei-
nungsmanipulation und Kontrolle, […] der Handel 
mit den digitalen Zwillingen [ist] ein Milliardenge-
schäft. - Big data means: Everything that the indi-
vidual user communicates on the net, every Goog-
le click, every Facebook entry is stored to create 
personal profiles - digital twins. And to trade them 
for advertising purposes, to manipulate and con-
trol opinion, [...] trading with the digital twins [is] a 
billion-dollar business,” ibid. p. 2

5 The programme “Hart aber fair” with the presenter 
Plasberg was a propaganda campaign for digitali-
sation in schools - with Covid-19 as a kind of 9/11 
for it, so to speak; coupled with accusations against 
the teachers. There was not a single critical tone 
on digitalisation. A relatively young, dynamic digi-
talisation power woman from an association called 
“Digitization for All” was free to comment in de-
tail in the second half of the programme and for-
warded by the presenter, and everyone in the pro-
gramme was in sync, including Ms. Eisenmann, 
Minister of Education of Baden-Württemberg.
https://www1.wdr.de/daserste/hartaberfair/vide-
os/video-kinder-und-eltern-zuletzt-scheitern-schu-
len-an-corona-102.html. 

6 “Bertelsmann bosses Jörg Dräger and Ralph 
Müller-Eiselt write that the software ‘Knewton 

durchleuchtet jeden, der das Lernprogramm nutzt. 
Die Software beobachtet und speichert minutiös, 
was, wie und in welchem Tempo ein Schüler lernt. 
Jede Reaktion des Nutzers, jeder Mausklick und 
jeder Tastenanschlag, jede richtige und jede fals-
che Antwort, jeder Seitenaufruf und jeder Abbruch 
wird erfasst. - Knewton screens everyone who uses 
the learning programme. This software meticulous-
ly observes and stores what, how and at what pace 
a student learns. Every user reaction, every mouse 
click and keystroke, every correct and incorrect an-
swer, every page view and every abort is recorded,’ 
in: Hensinger, op. cit.

7 Yvonne Hofstetter, born in 1966, lawyer, began her 
career in leading international companies in the in-
formation technology and defense industry in 1999. 
From 2009 to 2019, she was Managing Director of 
Teramark Technologies GmbH, a company special-
ising in the intelligent analysis of Big Data. Today, 
she is primarily active as a publicist and keynote 
speaker on the topic of digitalisation. In 2014 she 
published “Sie wissen alles – They know every-
thing”, followed by “Das Ende der Demokratie - 
The End of Democracy” in 2016 - both books be-
came bestsellers. In 2018 she was awarded the 53rd 
Theodor Heuss Prize and in 2019 she was appoint-
ed member of the Chatham House Commission on 
Democracy and Technology in Europe.

”Why digitalisation in schools …” 
continued from page 13
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ciétaire in Paris, which included work, con-
sumption and communal living. Considerant 
and Bürkli also took action. Their interna-
tionally composed society planned a model 
settlement of about a thousand people on 
a “greenfield site” in Texas. They had big 
plans. An advance party traveled to the Dal-
las area and bought 52 km2 of land and did 
the first preparatory work. The others fol-
lowed. Among them was Karl Bürkli with 
thirty people from Zurich. The project was 
very ambitious and the difficulties were im-
mense. The experiment failed after three 
years, and the settlers returned disappointed 
to their European countries. Future coopera-
tive pioneers were able to learn from the ex-
perience of such experiments. 

Karl Bürkli, however, did not let him-
self be discouraged and soon helped to 
build up the Konsumverein Zürich again 
as managing director. The people of Zu-
rich elected him to the cantonal council, 
and he became an important member of 
the democratic movement in his canton. 
Thus it was to his credit that in 1869 the 
article on cooperatives, which is still valid 
today, was incorporated into the constitu-
tion, which stated: “The canton promotes 
the cooperative system based on self-help 
and enacts laws for the protection of work-
ers”. (see Wüthrich 2018, pp. 71-85) 

Pestalozzi and Zschokke show the way
While Karl Bürkli built up the Konsum-
verein in Zurich, numerous consumer as-
sociations were founded in all regions of 
Switzerland – 1864 also in Basel. In 1889 
most of them joined together to form the 

Verein Schweizerischer Konsumvereine 
VSK, which looked after the interests of 
its member associations and coordinated 
their activities. The Konsumverein Zürich 

went its own way and remained independ-
ent until 1998. Before the First World War, 
the VSK already had 400 member associ-
ations and employed 600 staff. Bernhard 
Jaeggi was managing director of the VSK 
from 1908–1934, which had its headquar-
ters in Basel. 

Berhard Jaeggi was to play a decisive 
role in the later founding and develop-
ment of the Freidorf near Basel. He dis-
cussed the pressing issues of the coopera-
tive system with his colleagues in the VSK 
in a similar way as Karl Bürkli had done 
half a century earlier. This included the 
open question of whether and how a con-
ventional cooperative can be expanded to 
a full cooperative. One idea was to build 
a model cooperative settlement on the 
outskirts of Basel. Therein, the employ-
ees of the VSK would live in inexpensive 
apartments and would be partially self-
sufficient in their own gardens. An own 
store would offer the additionally needed 
goods. Gradually, based on a growing total 
wealth and thanks to an increasing sense 
of community, other areas of life could be 
included, similar to what the pioneers had 
tried to do in the 19th century. 

”‘The Freidorf – the cooperative” 
continued from page 14

continued on page 16

Founder Bernhard Jaeggi with children.  
(Picture “The Freidorf - the cooperative“, p. 35)

The first full cooperative in Switzerland: 150 houses, a large cooperative house with 
many rooms (picture), paths, a village square and a playground.  

(Picture “The Freidorf - the cooperative”, p. 41)
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Bernhard Jaeggi and his circle of sup-
porters had another aspect in mind: more 
than a well thought-out cooperative organ-
isation was needed. The participants had 
to be instructed and accompanied so that 
they could live the cooperative principles 
and anchor them in their feelings. In short: 
It needs education. For this purpose, they 
were guided by two greats of Swiss ped-
agogy, Heinrich Pestalozzi and Heinrich 
Zschokke. 

Heinrich Pestalozzi (1746-1827) pur-
sued a decidedly holistic approach with 
his credo “head, heart, hand”. Education 
was to begin primarily in the “good room” 
of the family. Pestalozzi envisioned a sys-
tem of “small circles”. From the intact 
family the improvement in the standard of 
living radiates to the neighbourhood, the 
village and further into the whole world. 
Or as a contemporary of Pestalozzi, the 
pastor and poet Jeremias Gotthelf (1757-
1854), put it: “At home must begin what 
should shine in the fatherland.”

Heinrich Zschokke (1771-1848) was 
another educational beacon for the pro-
spective settlement pioneers of Basel for 
the cooperative system. Zschokke was 
convinced that a truly cooperative com-
munity could only develop through the 
combination of mature and capable indi-
viduals. In 1810 he wrote the novel “Das 
Goldmacherdorf” (The Goldmakers’ Vil-
lage). Whoever reads this book title might 
think that Zschokke describes life in a vil-
lage where gold was found or alchemists 
tried to produce gold. But whoever reads 
in it, soon realises that Zschokke is con-
cerned with something completely dif-
ferent. In his novel, he shows that there 
is something else that is far more valua-

ble than gold: Oswald, the main character 
of the novel, returned to his home village 
after serving with the soldiers. He found 
the population neglected and in abject 
poverty. He succeeded in instructing his 
roommates to take care of the education 
of their children, to establish good schools 
and, in general, to lead a moral and com-
munal life in the families and in the com-
munity. In this way the “gold-makers” 
achieved true freedom and also material 
prosperity. 

A new beginning after  
the war and the Spanish flu 

At the end of the First World War, even 
though the country had been spared from 
war, social despair and shortage in the 
food situation in Switzerland reached cri-
sis proportions, Bernhard Jaeggi was de-
termined to act. Jaeggi was a long-stand-
ing member of the Social Democratic 
Party. For several years he had been a 
member of the cantonal parliament of Ba-
sel-City and of the National Council in 
Bern. When the party became radical-
ised shortly before the general strike, he 
resigned and began to implement his own 
project to alleviate suffering. Not only 
was he concerned with cheap housing, but 
he also aimed at offering guidance to the 
population feeling insecure after the war 
– much like Oswald in Das Goldmacher-
dorf. This included the idea of coopera-
tives in the area of housing, working and 
living together. 

Bernhard Jaeggi found a fellow com-
panion in the architect Hannes Meyer. 
It was a stroke of luck. Meyer built the 
model settlement Freidorf as a garden 
city between Basel and Muttenz in a short 
time. With its large cooperative house, the 
square in front of it, the large playground, 
the streets, the numerous paths, the front 

gardens and also the three large garden 
areas, Meyer offered a lot of space for a 
rich community life. Three common areas 
(communally used planting areas) were 
available from the very beginning. Basic 
foodstuffs such as potatoes and apples, 
consumed in large quantities, were to be 
grown here together, while vegetables and 
salads were grown in the garden belong-
ing to the house. 

The 93 settlers who founded Freidorf in 
1919 contributed a share of CHF 100 (ac-
cording to the monetary value at the time). 
The VSK had built up substantial financial 
reserves for the war years, which fortu-
nately it didn’t need. These could be used 
for the project. In the beginning, the Frei-
dorf was an almost autonomous village 
community with about 600 inhabitants 
with its own store and school. The teacher 
taught the 1st to 8th grade together. There 
was a restaurant, a bowling alley and a li-
brary. Soon a choir, an orchestra and var-
ious sports clubs were founded. With his 
attendance fees from politics (which he 
had been saving for years), Bernhard Jaeg-
gi, founded the Genossenschaftliche Sem-
inar (Cooperative Seminar), which pro-
moted the cooperative idea and was to 
develop as an educational center. In 1929 
the University of Basle awarded him an 
honorary doctorate for his services.

Life in the cooperative 
The statutes of Freidorf provide: “The 
purpose of the cooperative is [...] to im-
prove the standard of living of its mem-
bers.”  Doubts existed from the beginning. 
Will the project succeed or will it fail like 
other similar projects because of the con-
flicts between the people? Since the mem-
bers of the cooperative already work to-
gether during the day and do not always 
get along well with each other, will there 
be difficulties in living together? The goal 
was very ambitious, and the cooperative 
pioneers were willing to prepare and ac-
company the settlers. Bernhard Jaeggi, 
who lived in house no. 115 until his death 
in 1944 stated: “When we move to the 
Freidorf, we must [...] educate ourselves 
to become new people. Freidorf should 
become a practical demonstration in how 
to build the world.”

The Gertrudgroup (a reminiscence of 
Pestalozzi’s novel “Lienhard and Ger-
trud” from 1781) dedicated itself to the 
writings of Pestalozzi and Zschokke in 
weekly work. 

Articles with tips and advices for a 
“moral” life in the community of Freidorf 
appeared regularly in the internal weekly 
newspaper. While the settlement was still 
under construction, the administration set 
up a number of commissions. The first 
was the “Education Commission”, which 

continued on page 17

”‘The Freidorf – the cooperative” 
continued from page 15

Single family houses with gardens today.  
(Picture „The Freidorf - the cooperative“, p. 95)
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was responsible for the dissemination and 
consolidation of cooperative principles. 

An own school was established even 
before the first family had moved in. For 
education it was essential to have an own 
library, with soon three thousand books. In 
general, much was invested in education. 
The Genossenschaftliche Seminar (Coop-
erative Seminar) offered numerous and 
varied training courses.

Work
All worked in the Verein Schweizerischer 
Konsumvereine VSK (the Association of 
Swiss Consumer Cooperatives). In the 
first few years, about 140 people volun-
teered in seven commissions (construc-
tion, finance, shop, entertainment, edu-
cation, health and safety). For Bernhard 
Jaeggi, cooperation was important: “To 
become a member of the cooperative, you 
have to cooperate.”

In 1924, the population reached its 
highest level with 625 people (today 413). 
With its numerous facilities, the settle-
ment became a focal point for families and 
a comprehensive programme of festivals, 
information and cultural events character-
ised social life. Numerous clubs complet-
ed the offer. A part of the rental income 
went into a foundation, which was sup-
posed to make further settlement coopera-
tives possible.

In addition, with the approval of the 
administration, smaller business enter-
prises such as a tailor shop, a shoemaker 
or a hairdresser emerged, which operated 
on their own account and usually donated 
part of their profits to one of the numer-
ous settlement funds. The joint savings 
and relief bank, which still exists today 
under the name Wohlfahrtskasse, was im-
portant. Until 1948, the settlers within 
Freidorf paid with their own cooperative 
money. Living and working in the VSK, 
the fine network of commissions and as-
sociations as well as the regular events and 
celebrations actually binded the comrades 
together into a community.

The pioneering spirit of the Gründer-
zeit lasted until the Second World War. 
The cooperative was well prepared for 
the years of war, as self-sufficiency was 
already part of cooperative life to a high 
degree. Soldiers were often quartered and 
well looked after.

The good years
An excerpt from the book says: „Only a 
few years after the Second World War, 
Switzerland was hit by a long-lasting 
economic upswing. Within a few years, 
prosperity, social security and mass con-
sumption changed the everyday life and 
lifestyle of broad segments of the popu-

lation. […] The future, according to the 
new model, does not belong to rural (vil-
lage) self-organisation, but to the broad-
est possible participation in the new, 
dazzling mass consumption. This revo-
lutionised household management and 
leisure habits in equal measure. Refrig-
erators, washing machines and other con-
sumer goods made cooperative facilities 
such as a milk service and laundry super-
fluous, while TV and cars moved enter-
tainment out of the cooperative building 
into the living rooms or right outside the 
settlement walls“.

Life and also living together changed. 
The pioneer generation around Bernhard 
Jaeggi had grown older or had already 
died. In 1967 the shop was handed over to 
the Allgemeine Konsumverein (Consumer 
Association) of both Basel, and the Frei-
dorf ceased to be a full cooperative. The 
numerous commissions did not last long. 
The societies (associations) lost members 
and partly disbanded. The “garden city” 
also changed. The garden had to be low-
maintenance or the vegetable beds gave 
way to mobile pools or trampolines.

But today’s activities are also condu-
cive to community: children’s festivals, 
outings for senior citizens, Punch-and-Ju-
dy show, theatre performances, flea mar-
ket and Advent festivals. There are jass 
and dance evenings in the settlers’ hall of 
the cooperative building. The rural (vil-
lage) charm and character has also re-
mained. On the occasion of the 100th anni-
versary in 2019, for example, the Muttenz 
theatre group performed their own inter-
pretation of the Goldmacherdorf of Zs-
chokke at five locations in Freidorf.

In 1968 there were differences of opin-
ion about the further development of the 
cooperative. A majority of the members’ 
meeting decided, at the request of the 
board of directors, to demolish the cooper-
ative building and build retirement homes 
(apartments for the elderly). The use of lit-
tle-used green spaces was also under dis-
cussion. The protests promptly came from 
many sides. The monument protection 
and the heritage society raised their voic-
es (took the floor). The Freidorf became 
the subject of discussion in the discus-
sion committees of architects throughout 
Switzerland, and the newspapers report-
ed on the event. Finally, the Eidgenös-
sische Kommission für Denkmalpflege 
und die Eidgenössische Natur- und Hei-
matschutzkommission (Federal Commis-
sion for Monument Preservation and the 
Federal Commission for the Protection of 
Nature and Cultural Heritage) expressed 
their views. They described the Freidorf 
as a “pioneering achievement of our coun-
try” and emphasised that the main build-
ing “expresses the cooperative ideals in an 
exemplary way”. – The canton prohibited 
the demolition. In 1973, the newly found-

ed Coop offered to set up its datacentre 
there without changing the exterior of the 
building.

Today
In the Zurich region, similar to Basel be-
fore and immediately after the Second 
World War, numerous cooperative hous-
ing estates (settlements) were built – sim-
ilarly spacious with plenty of green space 
(grassy area) as in Freidorf. Most of them 
are now being demolished and rebuilt in 
a denser structure, so that more afford-
able living space (housing) is available. 
The Freidorf in Basel is still standing 
and is being continuously renewed – the 
canalisation, the interior fittings, the fa-
cades... The roofs currently need to be re-
newed. The green spaces are still there 
and the little bell on the tower of the co-
operative house can be heard from far 
away. The Freidorf – only three and a 
half kilometres from the centre of Basel 
– is an island in the region that is now 
heavily built up.

Renaissance of the cooperative idea
Much has changed over the last hundred 
years. Bernhard Jaeggi’s concern to edu-
cate people and help them to have a bet-
ter lifestyle has altered. But even if the 
comprehensive approach had to be aban-
doned, important cooperative principles 
remained: joint and democratic adminis-
tration, without being geared towards re-
turns. Residents must commit themselves 
and find ways to achieve goals that go be-
yond habitation.

An increasing number of people care 
about how they spend their lives. They 
are looking for ways to live more sustain-
ably and consciously, to build and main-
tain communities – idealistically or sim-
ply pragmatically. Or as one woman from 
Freidorf put it: “In doing things together, 
people rediscover that they are actually so-
cial beings”.

Finally, a word about the group of au-
thors, who delicately describe the histor-
ical processes and illustrate them with 
a multitude of historical pictures. Your 
work is a success! You have presented a 
valuable document of contemporary and 
Swiss history that can be acquired for lit-
tle money. •

Sources:

Siedlungsgenossenschaft Freidorf 2019. Das Freidorf 
– die Genossenschaft, (Settlement cooperative Frei-
dorf 2019. The Freidorf – the cooperative) Christoph 
Merian Verlag 2019 

Wüthrich, Werner 2018. “Charles Fourier, Victor 
Considerant und Karl Bürkli als Wegbereiter der di-
rekten Demokratie und des Genossenschaftswesens 
in der Schweiz des 19. Jahrhunderts” (Charles Fou-
rier, Victor Considerant and Karl Bürkli as pioneers 
of direct democracy and the cooperative system in 
19th century Switzerland); in: Roca, René (ed.), Früh-
sozialismus und moderne Schweiz. (Utopian Social-
ism and Modern Switzerland) Basel 2018

”‘The Freidorf – the cooperative” 
continued from page 16
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Life in Africa is far away from our West-
ern world of consumerism. Only few 
Westerners know it from first-hand expe-
rience and if so, it is mostly about West-
ern style hotels at resorts with almost mil-
itary security guards or about secure and 
climatised offices in commercial centres 
like Nairobi or South Africa. It will al-
ways leave a deep impression to get ac-
quainted with people who are not only 
rooted in their African homelands but 
who know their continent and its histo-
ry with all the suffering involved and who 
are able to relate to their fellow human 
beings back home until this day. Such a 
man is the Congolese historian, philoso-
pher and politologist Stanislas Bucyalim-
we Mararo. Recently he has published his 
detailed autobiography as a capstone of 
his diverse endeavours, for the time being 
it is only available in French.1 Its title is 
characteristic of the author’s personali-
ty which has inspired his scientific writ-
ings, too: “Face aux coups de l’adversité. 
Une autobiographie”. This may be trans-
lated as “Withstanding all blows”. Under 
the portrait of the author whose calm face 
looks at us with a solemn and earnest ex-
pression, we read a slogan which was 
adopted by some especially brave Breton-
ic houses during the hundred years’war: 
“Potius mori quam foedari” (Better to 
die than to be dishonoured). This means, 
never to give in to violence. Or injustice. 

Dedicated to  
the truth without wavering

Indeed the author has never given in to in-
justice or violence as his oeuvre and his 
autobiography show. Not only does the 
autobiography testify to a life which has 
always been dedicated to the truth with-
out compromises, but it also illustrates the 
decisive historical  periods in the Congo 
(Democratic republic of the Congo, the 
former Zaïre). It starts with the long 
years of oppressive colonisation (Belgian 
Congo) and the “independence” of the re-
public of Congo. (This independence last-
ed for a few months only, during the sum-
mer of 1960, and was manoeuvred into a 
so-called civil war by Western powers.)

Two and a half months after his inau-
guration, the only democratically elected 
president of the independent Congo so far, 
Patrice Lumumba, had been abducted and 
killed by a squad on orders of Western in-
telligence services during a “war of seces-
sion” (a false flag operation back then to 
obscure the real aim of regime change). 
This alleged war of secession devastated 
the country for years until Western pow-
ers and especially the USA, UK and Bel-

gium could install their candidate, Mobutu 
Sese Seko, who established his long dicta-
torship and renamed the vast country as 
“Zaïre”. 

Just like it had been planned by the au-
thors of the hidden agenda, the Mobutu 
dictatorship kept functioning all through 
the Cold War era. The deal had been as 
simple as brutal: Mobutu could do as he 
pleased with “his” people, and he reigned 
with an iron fist. The only condition was 
that the West had unrestricted access to the 
crucial natural resources the Congo had 
to offer (among other things copper, co-
balt, coltan, uranium, gold and diamonds) 
and could buy them for the dumping priz-
es they had dictated. Moreover he had to 

make sure that the Communist East could 
never get influence in the geostrategically 
important huge country in the heart of Af-
rica. The prize for that was that the guar-
anteed human rights and democracy, goals 
the first generation of African leaders had 
fought for after gaining independence, 
were put on hold. 

The Congo as the  
African joker in the great game

A completely new state of affairs emerged 
for the Western powers and mainly the 
USA when, simultaneously with the disin-
tegration of the Communist Eastern Block, 

Withstanding all blows
The autobiography of Congolese historian Stanislas Bucyalimwe Mararo is a legacy

by Peter Küpfer

The autobiography of the indomitable Congolese historian sheds much light 
on the permanent crisis of the Congo, both in human and factual terms. Both 

are equally stirring. ISBN 978-2-930765-57-0

continued on page 19
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the elderly dictator Mobutu got sick and it 
became altogoether uncertain what was 
about to happen with the important huge 
country of the Congo and its resources. 
Under the Clinton administration meas-
ures were taken so that at the imminent 
paradigm shift at the end of the Cold War 
Western interests in South Saharan Africa 
would be secured even more, rather than 
jeopardised. The author illustrates in his 
autobiography over and over again, based 
on testimonies of courageous eye-witness-
es,2 how the renewed US intelligence “Af-
rica policies” laid the ground for what dev-
astated the country like a hurricane after 
Mobutu’s removal in 1997. It has never re-
covered from that to this day. 
This plan (referred to in US secret archives 
as GHAI, Greater Horn of Africa Initia-
tive) provided for the strengthening of the 
strategically important pro-Western gov-
ernments around the Horn of Africa at the 
south western axis, Dschibuti, Somalia, Er-
itrea, and to instrumentalise Uganda’s Yow-
eri Museveni for this task. Together with 
the traditionally pro-Western Kenia and a 
NATO-controlled Congo the whole hinter-
land of the Horn of Africa would have been 
secured for US geo-political interests. As 
for Museveni, who as dictator of Uganda 
relied heavily on US-financed fire power, 
it didn’t take much persuasion. He had spo-
ken publicly before about his dream to es-
tablish a new Mega-state in the heart of 

Africa which should comprise Uganda, the 
East Congo, Rwanda and parts of Tansania 
and Kenia, protected by the Western pow-
ers and lead by traditional ethnic elites: the 
Hima (Uganda) and Tutsi (Rwanda). 
The situation developed further when in 
1994 another young US mercenary, the 
Rwandan guerilla specialist (like many 
other high military figures world-wide, 
he had been trained in modern guerilla 
warfare at the US military school of Fort 
Leavenworth) and offspring of one of the 
influentual old Tutsi elite families Paul 
Kagame, re-occupied Rwanda for Tutsi 
dominance. Uganda and behind them the 
USA had ear-marked Kagame to serve as 
their man to secure the military coup in 
Kinshasa after he had re-gained power in 
Rwanda, dump the now unreliable Mobu-
tu and keep the Congo in the US influence 
sphere for many more years. 
Tutsi emigrants from the former Rwandan 
elite had started early to build and train the 
necessary military guerilla units on Ugan-
dan soil under the name Rwandan Patri-
otic Front (RPF). All they waited for was 
the “green light” to attack and regain the 
political power in Rwanda they had lost 
when the former monarchy had been trans-
formed into a republic. In the early 1990s 
the global players were happy to make this 
wish come true. In a bloody so-called civil 
war (which it wasn’t) the RPF conquered 
Rwanda with American weapons, mercen-
eries and Ugandan special forces hardened 
in Museveni’s own jungle wars in 1994.

Stanislas Bucyalimwe Mararo cites nu-
merous accounts which report systematic 
“ethnic cleansing”3 based on eye-wittness 
testimonies during the Rwandan Tutsi ad-
vance under Kagame between 1990 and 
1994. At first these were directed against 
senior officials but later more and more 
against the ethnic Hutu majority in gen-
eral. 

Ngbanda (see footnote 2) and other au-
thors argue that this is the main root of the 
genocide the Rwandan Hutu later commit-
ted against the Tutsi: Hutu militias were 
formed because the Rwandan Hutu ma-
jority was afraid of the cleansing strate-
gy of the RPF in the “liberated areas”. In 
this newspaper we have reported about the 
atrocities in connection with the final tri-
umph of the RPF and the Rwandan gen-
ocides (of both sides: Hutu against Tutsi 
and Tutsi against Hutu) after the assassi-
nation of the sitting reconciliatory presi-
dent Habyarimana in several articles in 
the past. This article is not the place to de-
tail them again.4 

Only two years later (1996) the next 
step of the American GHAI plan was car-
ried out and again the world public was 
totally fooled. Under the pretext that 
this was an rebellion of East Congolese 
Tutsi against Mobutu’s central govern-
ment of the Congo in Kinshasa, an arma-
da equipped with hyper-modern weapons 
and war-technology marched for Kinshasa 
and conquered the capital about one year 

Timetable
1960: Belgian Congo becomes independ-

ent, calling itself the Democratic Re-
public of Congo with Patrice Lumum-
ba as Prime Minister.

19.1.1961: Patrice Lumumba is assassinat-
ed. Until 1965 Congo turmoil. Then 
military coup by Colonel Mobutu.

1.10.1990: The RPF (Rwandan Patriot-
ic Front, Tutsi guerrilla army) attacks 
Ruanda from Uganda under the dem-
ocratically elected President Juvénal 
Habyarimana (Hutu). 

6.4.1994: The Rwandan presidential air-
plane carrying President Juvénal Hab-
yarimana and Burundian President 
Ntaryamira, along with high-ranking 
military personnel and a French crew 
on board, is shot down by a surface-
to-air missile.

October/November 1996: Beginning 
of the war of aggression by the 
AFDL (Alliance des Forces Démocra-
tiques pour la Libération) against 
the Congo with massive bombard-
ment of the Rwandan refugee camps 
(mostly Hutu). Of the hundreds 
of thousands of refugees, a large 
number die of persecution by AFDL 
troops or starvation in the impassa-
ble jungle.

19.05.1997: Laurent Désiré Kabila, the 
man of Rwanda and the USA, ap-
points himself president of the coun-
try, which is now once again called 
the Democratic Republic of Congo.

August 1998: Kabila falls into disfavour 
with his Rwandan and Ugandan back-
ers. They set up a self-created new 
“rebellion” (as in 1996) and start the 
second Congo war. Other states in-
tervene on their side, including An-
gola, Zimbabwe and Namibia. UN in-
tervention leads to a ceasefire on a 
front of several thousand kilometers 
deep inside the country. In eastern 
Congo, the great suffering of the ci-
vilian population continues with ter-
ror and the illegal exploitation of 
natural resources by so-called “lib-
eration movements”, including the 
RCD (Rassemblement Congolais pour 
la Démocratie, with a Rwandan and 
Ugandan supreme command) and 
the MLC (Mouvement pour la Libé-
ration du Congo). These “liberation” 
movements, which after the Lusaka 
ceasefire have been transformed into 
other formations with ever-changing 
names, terrorise the eastern Congo-
lese population, undisturbed by the 

MONUC (UN Organization Mission 
in the Democratic Republic of the 
Congo, the UN forces that were sup-
posed to protect them) until 2017 and 
sometimes beyond, as human rights 
organisations repeatedly testify.

16.01.2001: Laurent Désiré Kabila is shot 
by his own security guard; the back-
ground to the crime is still unclear.

     After Laurent Désiré Kabila’s assassi-
nation, “his son” Josef Kabila (his ori-
gin is controversial, but he belongs to 
the inner circle of the Rwandan mil-
itary junta and participated in and 
was partly responsible for the 1996 
campaign) emerges from Rwandan 
obscurity and becomes his successor 
ad interim. It takes eight years before 
Joseph Kabila seeks to legitimise the 
presidency through elections, which 
many observers describe as rigged. In 
the meantime, he remains in power 
until 2018 with meagre legitimacy, 
and is then replaced by Felix Tshiseke-
di, the long-time leader of the Social-
ist Party, in equally controversial elec-
tions, a man who is said by critical 
voices to have been “bought“ by the 
Kabila regime.

(compiled by Peter Küpfer) 
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later without meeting substantial resist-
ance. Mobutu fled the country and soon 
died of his severe illness in exile. 

The devastation caused by this armada 
and the associated severe crimes against 
humanity, only to mention the outragious 
attacks of the AFDL (Alliance des Forces 
Démocratiques pour la Libération) under 
Laurent Désiré Kabila (a henchman of the 
Rwandans) against Rwandan Hutu refugee 
camps in the two East Congolese prov-
inces North and South Kivu, are a badge 
of shame in recent human history. They 
had been committed with the full aware-
ness and approval of the responsible gov-
ernments, above all the US government, 
who also put a lot of efforts into their cov-
er-up.5 Investigations into the crimes were 
vetoed by the Kabila regime. The Inter-
national Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda 
(ICTR) in Arusha dealt with crimes com-
itted by Hutu’s only, after interference by 
Rwanda and the US no Tutsi perpetrators 
were charged. 

Only two years after the blitz war  Lau-
rent Désiré Kabila lost the support of his 
former allies and was murdered by his 
own security staff. The government of the 
Congo has been controlled by henchmen 
following orders from Rwanda who make 
sure what the Western powers had want-
ed all the time: access to the precious re-
sources unrestricted by a weak govern-
ment who do as they are told.

The war with all its unspeakable atroc-
ities against the defenseless civil popula-
tion continued in the East of the Congo, 
which is especially rich in resources, into 
the 21st century. Eye-wittness organisations 
such as the “Groupe Jérémy” which had 

been initiated by Bucyalimwe Mararo, 
and other courageous perople, had careful-
ly documented the criminal activities from 
their beginning and referred the informa-
tion to the UN, without any official ac-
knowledgement. The life of the civil pop-
ulation has remained insecure to this day 
resulting in widespread depopulation of 
huge areas in the East Congo. The smug-
gling activities of the warlords therefore 
went largely unnoticed and continue to do 
so. 

While all the truthful rapports never 
saw the light of day again after they had 
been handed to the UN, intelligence service 
media outlets in the West kept reiterating 
the Rwandan version, according to which 
the Rwandan Tutsi (back in power) were 

the only victims of the Rwandan genocide 
and only their military victory had prevent-
ed further killings from happening. Today 
there is a whole library with investigative 
reports of courageous authors who reveal 
this web of deceit as what it is.6 

It takes a lot of stubbornness for a re-
searcher to shed some light on this deliber-
ately obscured picture of what really hap-
pened in the Congo. One of them is the 
Congolese historian Stanislas Bucyalim-
we Mararo.

Better to die than to be dishonoured
Stanislas Bucyalimwe Mararo was born 
as the son of farmers in a small village 
(Muramba) in the hilly savannah hinter-
land of Goma (Masisi), an idyllic natu-
ral paradise back then, in 1948. The au-
thor paints a touching picture of how he 
grew up among the about hundred cows 
and other lifestock of his family, without 
any fences or enclosures, only “troubled” 
from time to time by some elephants who 
came from the bush. The generation of his 
parents had worked hard to cultivate the 
farm land by fire clearing of the former 
bush region. 
All that is left of his village today is a 
heap of abandoned, burnt-down ruins, pits 
and holes filled with contaminated ground 
water nearby testify about hastily digged 
coltan mines which are exploited above 
ground (often by children), “protected” by 
constantly changing militias of unidenti-
fiable origins, all driven by the same goal 
to make as much money as possible with 
the precious resource on the black mar-
ket, delivering it to the next middle-man – 
final destination is Kigali in most instanc-
es. Although there are no coltan mines in 
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Part of the presidential plane shot down, assassination in Kigali on 6 April 1994. The 
debris was placed exactly in the garden of the presidential family, cynical precision of 
the perpetrators. The act that triggered the assassination of the extremist Hutu militias is 
now being blamed on the RPF by serious researchers. (Images from Onana, Charles. Ces 
tueurs tutsi. Au coeur de la tragédie congolaise, Paris 2009, ISBN 978-2-91687-208-7) 

The Rwandan autocrat Paul Kagame, who 
today obviously also “remotely controls” the 
destiny of the Congo. So far, he has success-
fully prevented all attempts to have his re-
sponsibilities regarding the committed crimes 

clarified in court.

President Habyarimana (Hutu), victim 
of the assassination of 6 April 1994, 
was legitimately elected President of 
Rwanda and, despite the war of inter-
vention by the RPF, advocated a bal-
anced government involving the Tutsis.
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Rwanda, this rare earth without which no 
mobile phone can function has become 
the main export product of the tiny state 
of Rwanda which used to be bitterly poor 
not so long ago. This fact illustrates in a 
nutshell what has happened to the Congo. 
Inbetween lie all the events that can only 
be briefly sketched here.

From farmer’s boy  
to university teacher

The farmer’s boy was lucky. His father, 
who had never been able to attend a school 
himself found a way for his son because 
he wanted him to have a better life. Only 
with a solid school education, especially 
mastering the French language (the tongue 
of their colonial masters) the son could 
be able to fight for a better life the father 
kept telling his son. Farmers were regular-
ly summoned to work without payment on 
the farmland of Belgian squires prior to the 
independence, later for building streets by 
the Mobutu government. 

There was only one feasible way for 
the family: the only schools in the coun-
tryside were those run by the Catholic 
church. The bright boy finished the ele-
mentary school with best grades (walking 
distance to the school from his home three 
hours one way) and afterwards attended 
Petit-Séminaire in Rugari, later Buhimba 
(Resident school of the diocese of Goma), 
which was about 100 km away from his 
birthplace, a distance which he and his 
fellow classmates walked at the beginning 
and end of each school holiday season, 14 

year-old boys carrying their suitcases on 
their heads and covered in white blankets. 

After he had completed this phase 
again quite successfully his family ena-
bled him to proceed to the Grand Sémi-
naire in Muresha/Bukavu (at the other 
end of Lake Kivu) from 1968 onwards. 
The initial aim to be ordained as a priest 
was dropped for studying history in Kin-
shasa and later in  Lubumbashi. Inbetween 
a hard period of military service in Mobu-
tu’s national army had to be absolved, 
prison time had to be served for partici-

pating in a big demonstration for human 
rights. After he had finished his studies the 
author worked for 17 years as professor 
of history and philosophy at the renowned 
Institut Supérieur Pédagogique in Bukavu.

Rwandan exile Tutsi pulling  
the strings in both Kivu provinces

The young scholar realised soon that all 
higher positions were occupied by mem-
bers of the East Congolese ethnic Tutsi 
minority while members of the traditional 
Hutu population, which the author identi-
fies with, were subject to various kinds of 
discrimination. Back then, as early as the 
1980s, a development had started which 
would culminate in the Congolese crisis 
of today.7

Although it had been his wish, it was 
difficult for him under these circumstances 
to promote his academic career in addition 
to lecturing. It was no co-incidence that the 
buildings of his pedagogic institute were 
made Kabila’s headquarters during the  
AFDL’s advance on Bukavu in their East-
ern military campaign, in the days after 30 
October 1996. The long-time school rec-
tor of the institute, who had always guar-
anteed the Tutsi nepotism scheme, be-
haved like a perfect quisling both before 
and after the attack. This helped him to be-
come governeur of South Kivu under the 
occupation army regime. Outragious “ca-
reers” like this one have put Bucyalimwe 
Mararo off and strengthened his determi-
nation to resist. In the epilogue of his auto-
biography he urges the young generation to 
end this servility, resist structural violence 
and help to build a really democratic spir-
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it based on real patriotism (inspired by the 
love for its courageous and sorrow-strick-
en population). Corruption and servility to-
wards those in power are not helpful in this 
regard, he stresses on several occasions. 
Since he had recognised the inclination of 
the East Congolese elites towards Rwan-
dan-inspired “services” and had voiced his 
concerns about this in his early publications 
he had been made a pariah by those who 
were pulling the strings and his scientific 
career was obstructed. 

The author, meanwhile married and fa-
ther, therefore accepted the offer of a post-
doctoral position at Bloomington Univer-
sity (Indiana, USA, 1985-1990) and after 
finishing his thesis and his return to Buka-
vu he participated in a post-doc seminar 
at Yale University (1994-1995). This had 
been arranged by old friends, the Ameri-
can academicians David and Catherine 
Newbury from Chapell Hill in North Car-
olina whom the author had collaborat-
ed with when they had performed a field 
study in Kivu. This friendship has outlast-
ed many years. When Bucyalimwe Mararo 
had to flee after the occupation of Bukavu 
by the AFDL troops and their terror regime 
against the population it once again saved 
him (see below). But initially the historian 
returned to Bukavu to resume his lecturer 
and research position at the  Institut Supé-
rieur Pédagogique. His main research topic 
was focussed on the activities of the exiled 
Rwandan Tutsi in East Congo, to prepare 
the provinces for a Rwandan annexation, a 
project which according to his research re-
sults had been pusued over several decades. 

Events spiralled into catastrophe when 
this project (the annexation of the East 
Congo and the ousting of Mobutu) had 
been turned into a military campaign by the 
new Rwandan government under Kagame. 
Once again a concerted misinformation 
media campaign was launched to assist the 
military operations. According to Western 
media,  encyclopedias and streamlined lit-
erature a rebellion of the Tutsi minority in 
East Congo (the so-called Banyamulenge) 
had taken place. They are Rwandan cattle-
breeders whom the province of South Kivu 
had generously allowed to use grasland be-
tween the hills around Bukavu (a friend-
ly gesture which had been reframed by the 
RPF war propaganda into an act of racist 
hostility). The alleged armed “movement” 
(the AFDL, in reality highly equipped spe-
cial forces, armed and co-financed by the 
US) went on to settle affairs in the Congo 
to suit their interests. Western media and 
NATO-associated governments, prominent-
ly the German one, had eagerly promoted 
the narrative and have maintained this ver-
sion to this day, a media-political scandal-
ous case which is far from being closed. 

Escape and exile
The escape of Stanislas Bucyalimwe Ma-
raro lasted more than a year and took 
place one day after the city was handed 
over to the occupying forces with prac-
tically no resistance. From the very first 
day, the occupying forces exerted brutal 
terror against the city’s population, which 
initially focused on leaders of the patriot-
ic, anti-Rwandan resistance. One of them 
was Mgr Christoph Munzihirwa, Arch-
bishop of Bukavu, who had pointed out 
in his sermon on the Sunday before that 
threatening people with a gun in his hand 
was not a Christian act. That cost him his 
life. On the very first day of the appear-
ance of the ADFL formations in Bukavu, 
he was dragged out of his car on a busi-
ness trip and shot down in the open street. 

Bucyalimwe Mararo learned from 
sources that his name was also at the top 
of the RPF’s execution list. In addition, 
the firing squads of the Rwandan-Ugan-
dan-Burundian Conquistador’s Army 
AFDL were in action at various check-
points, all of whom considered Hutus to 
be potential members of the extremist or-
ganisation Interahamwe and were shot on 
the spot. All this did not leave much room 
for discussion. On the advice of family 
and friends, the author, after unsuccessful 
escape attempts in the hilly surroundings 
of Bukavu, decided to go into hiding in the 
middle of the city, a situation experienced 
by German Jewish families in German cit-
ies after 1933, where a careless movement 
meant transport to a concentration camp 
and certain death. After months in hiding 
with reliable friends, the author was told 
that the Rwandan secret service was on his 
trail based on information from traitors: he 
was now under extreme threat to life and 
limb and had to leave the country.

Life-saving friendships
Not much time remained. The most nec-
essary papers were gathered, some small 
change, the most important thing: a fake 
identity card, and then off he went. The 
transport in a small car failed, the bus had 
to be taken in the direction of the Zambian 
border and Lake Tanganyika, past numer-
ous checkpoints where AFDL soldiers, 
their machine guns ready to fire, watched 
over the fact that no Hutu could cross the 
border into foreign countries. With skill 
and good luck, the author passed numer-
ous checkpoints, each one confronted 
with the ultimate question of to be or not 
to be. Finally the ship could be boarded 
until the southern end of Lake Tanganyi-
ka (Kigoma, Tanzania). 

Through the mediation of friends, he 
was able to obtain a sum of money se-
cured by his aforementioned American 
helpers, which enabled him to fly from 
Kigoma to Kenya. For security reasons, 
the author chose the flight to Mwanza. 

After a bus journey lasting many hours, 
all night long, interrupted by several high-
ly risky personnel checks, the author final-
ly arrived in Nairobi on 23 March 1997. 
As before, it was above all lifelong, deep 
friendships that made the further escape 
a success. In Nairobi, he was able to fall 
back on a long-time friend who, also due 
to dramatic life circumstances, had “got 
stuck” in Nairobi. Admitted into his fam-
ily, the refugee was able to explore fur-
ther paths during six months, which would 
be feasible. First of all, there was the op-
tion of his American friends, who advised 
him to obtain a visa for the United States, 
they would witness the official invitation 
as well as give the guarantee to take care 
of his needs – guarantees without which 
no visa to the USA was possible. 

The difficulties were not there, how-
ever, but with the Congolese authorities, 
who first delayed and then refused the visa 
to the USA. Since these delays extended 
the refugee’s stay in the Kenyan capital, 
he tried to get some money by working. 
He applied as a guest lecturer at the Cath-
olic University of East Africa in Nairobi, 
an application that was accepted because 
the rector knew and appreciated the seri-
ous, patriotic historian and open-minded 
Christian from his time in Bukavu. 

However, sudden changes in his securi-
ty situation in Nairobi (where the Rwandan 
secret service had become very active in the 
meantime) forced Bucyalimwe Mararo to 
leave in a hurry. Again, a circumstance of 
his political engagement already in the Bu-
kavu period was of benefit to him. As pres-
ident of the Civil Society of North Kivu (a 
highly reliable cell of resistance against 
Rwanda’s eastern Congolese lust for an-
nexation), he had founded the town twin-
ning between Bukavu and Palermo (Sici-
ly) with the support of like-minded people 
in Europe and revitalised it with mutual 
projects. The twinning institution (Coopé-
ration Sud-Sud) was headed by Antonio 
Rocca, a personality with whom the author 
also had a personal friendship. Rocca per-
suaded the then Mayor of Palermo to lobby 
for the granting of an entry visa for Bucyal-
imwe Mararo to Palermo, a request that the 
Foreign Office of the Italian government fi-
nally agreed to. Thus he arrived in Palermo, 
where he was received within the Rocca 
family circle. However, since the Italian 
visa was only valid for one month and ex-
pired at the end of October 1997, further 
sounding out was indispensable. 

Bucyalimwe Mararo also tried in vain 
to obtain a visa to the USA from Italy. 
That left only Belgium. As a former co-
lonial state of the Congo, it was at least 
partially responsible for the victims, 
who were imposed on parts of the pop-
ulation of the former Belgian colony for 
political reasons. Here, too, the negotia-
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tions dragged on. An unexpected “coinci-
dence” came to the author’s aid, first and 
foremost due to the constraints imposed 
by Italy’s membership in the EU: On 26 
October 1997 Belgium joined the Euro-
pean Schengen Ageements. Thus, a visa 
granted to an individual by a member of 
the community of states was also valid for 
all other EU states. 

With united forces, an air ticket Paler-
mo-Rome was organised as well as a train 
ticket from Rome to Brussels via Milan. 
In the early morning hours of 30 October 
1997, one day before the expiry of his Ital-
ian visa, after a night train ride from Milan 
to Brussels, the odyssey of this upright Af-
rican historian ended at the central station 
of Brussels after almost exactly twelve 
months of uncertainty. Almost every day 
in the morning he and his family had to 
ask themselves the question whether he 
would live to see the evening.

“I work to avoid going crazy”
Following the admission procedure cus-
tomary in our time, Stanislas Bucyalimwe 
Mararo was officially accepted as a politi-
cal refugee in Belgium and received the ap-
propriate papers. Soon he also succeeded in 
reuniting with his family in the city of Ant-
werp. On the basis of his scientific publica-
tions, he also obtained a position as an “in-
dependent researcher” at the Great Lakes 
of Africa Centre at the University of Ant-
werp (chair of Professor Filip Reyntjens), 
where he was entrusted with the supervi-

sion of the series of publications “Annu-
aires des Grands Lacs Africains”, which 
also attracted a great deal of attention in 
Africa, and for which he made many im-
portant research contributions. Bucyalim-
we Mararo held this position until 1998. 

In addition, he worked tirelessly for his 
numerous individual portrayals and mono-
graphs, which were dedicated to what had 
been his life-long concern: to present the 
scientific world with the unvarnished truth 
about what had been done to his people in 
the past decades, mainly for the sake of 
power and profit. 

The horrors of the Second Congolese 
War (1997-98), which lasted until after 
2007, could only be followed and por-
trayed from a distance, but still in close 
contact with his homeland. The fate of 
East Congo, especially of North Kivu, be-
came a model for what was and is being 
done to other peoples. In doing so, he 
made an urgent appeal to what consti-
tutes the soul of every state: a population 
that knows about its history, that adopts 
a productive, forward-looking attitude to 
it, that sees itself as the centre of the state 
(and not the other way around, the state 
as the centre of its own life) and therefore 
helps determine its own fate. The prereq-
uisite for this is, he has always proclaimed 
it and he has lived it: that the citizen does 
not subjugate to violence. 

The author has worked feverishly in the 
short time in which he was able to con-
centrate his energies entirely on his own 
research and has delivered several com-
prehensive, seriously compiled research 
results to the scientific world. When asked 
how he manages to bring forth so much and 
so many fundamental things, he once gave 
the writer the answer: “I work from morn-
ing to evening to avoid going crazy.” One 
could indeed go crazy in view of the extent 
of the atrocities that have been and continue 
to be committed against his people and the 
indifference with which they are acknowl-
edged or even denied by many govern-
ments, institutions and media. It will take 
some time before the factual analyses of 
Stanislas Bucyalimwe Mararo, supported 
by a high scientific and human ethos, find 
their way into general knowledge. We, who 
have crossed the path of this unique human 
being, are challenged by this. We should 
help to spread it. And to do the same, if 
possible. And take him as good example: 
as a scientist and as a human being. •
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In his two-volume work “Manoeuvering 
for ethnical hegemony, a thorny issue in 
the North Kivu peace process” (Brussels, 
Edition Scribe), the author presents a me-
ticulous account of the dubious civil and 
political strategies pursued by the nega-
tive forces in power in Rwanda today in 
their line of expansion towards the Congo. 

ISBN 978-2-930765-04-4

The book of more than 1,200 pages (bro-
chure and e-book) brings together basic 
descriptions of the habitat and area of 
tension in East Congo and the Great East 
African Lakes region. Ed. Scribe, Brus-

sels 2019 ISBN: 978-2-930765-29-7
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