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Acute teacher shortage! In the last few 
weeks, there was probably no newspaper, 
no TV channel and no radio station that 
did not make this a topic. But isn’t it true 
that our schools have been facing the same 
problem in recent years? That in school 
buildings teachers were quitting by the 
dozen, falling ill or switching to other pro-
fessions, and that we had to make do with 
stopgap solutions? All at the expense of our 
children and young people, who only have 
one school term. Again now! What has 
been going wrong for years? What are the 
underlying reasons for this deplorable state 
of affairs? Facing up to this question is in-
evitable and must not be denied any longer.

Leo received his new school backpack al-
ready six months ago. He is now starting 
first grade. “Yes, he is happy, but actual-
ly kindergarten was already almost like 
school, filling in worksheets, writing num-
bers and letters. Leo was watched by his 
kindergarten teacher and judged with lists 
of crosses,” the mother thinks regretfully, 
“he missed playing and doing handicrafts 
together. But now a new time begins for 
him.” But she knows that Leo can hardly 
linger longer on one thing. “If the teacher 
will then also tell her again that it needs to 
be clarified?” she ponders. It was already 
a topic of conversation in kindergarten. 
“If only we were in the Canton of Ticino, 
there they obviously get along better with 
lively children.” Her husband had read in 
the newspaper a few years ago that fewer 
children there were being diagnosed with 
ADHD and prescribed Ritalin. “Fortunate-

ly, the school management of her first-grad-
er still found a teacher during the holidays, 
so actually not a “real” teacher, but some-
one who is now trying his hand at school 
after a very, very short training period at 
the teacher training college,” she muses 
further. The other son will have a young 
teacher in the middle school who is inter-
rupting her education to gain her first expe-
rience in teaching. “Hopefully, at least she 
won’t be one of those who quit after a short 
time because they can’t cope,” the mother 
reflects. That was the case with the eldest 
daughter in the upper school. There, teach-
ers took turns staying only a short time in 
the increasingly neglected class, so that 
they finally pooled all their money in the 
family to send their daughter to a private 
school. Actually, they didn’t think that was 
right, because the primary school (Volkss-
chule) is for “the people” (Volk) and is fi-
nanced by their taxes. But now Leo’s moth-
er tries to put her worries aside and face the 
new challenges with confidence.

Leo’s mother is not alone
But Leo’s mother is not alone in her wor-
ries. In the last few weeks, reports of a bla-
tant shortage of teachers in primary schools 
have been piling up. One even dared to 
speak of an “education crisis”. Possible solu-
tions ranged from an increase in the size of 
school classes over a compulsory increase 
in the teacher’s number of teaching hours 
to easier or, on the contrary, also more dif-
ficult requirements for access to training. 

Finally, there were “liberating” announce-
ments from the cantonal education depart-
ments that the problem had been solved al-
most everywhere. However, one did not 
learn exactly how, except that some classes 
now had teachers without training (but with 
life and professional experience) or also stu-
dents from teacher training colleges who in-
terrupted their studies to teach (which, by 
the way, had already happened before). 

Not sugar-coating,  
but an honest analysis

Wouldn’t now be the time to think more 
fundamentally about what is actually going 
wrong in our education system? After all, 
the lack of teachers, the high turnover in 
the school buildings, teaching outside the 
subject area or in foreign levels and burn-
outs are a problem that our schools have 
been suffering from for several years – and 
that is always sugar-coated. Honest, inde-
pendent research into the causes would 
be indicated, because the “patient school” 
also has the right to a careful diagnosis and 
professionally correct “therapy”. Only then 
can measures be taken that actually work. 
Because a confectioner works with sugar-
coating, it does not belong in the hands of 
those responsible for education! 

A long aberration
The analysis of the current state of our pri-
mary school1, however, requires a look at 
what has happened in our primary school 
over at least the last three decades. Many 
people are hardly aware that this is where 
the roots of today’s misery lie. Anyone 
who has followed the developments in our 
education system knows about the torna-
do that swept over the schools during this 
period. Previously, Swiss schools had al-
ways been certified as being of very high 
quality in international comparison. The 

What is wrong with our schools?
by Dr Eliane Perret, curative teacher and psychologist

“Many interested contemporaries puzzle over the reasons for 
today’s problems and look for solutions. This cannot be done 
without careful analysis, because an honest public debate about 
the cultural change of our education system never took place.”

“The unsubstantiated argument that the development of Swiss 
schools had come to a standstill in the 19th century and would 
now lose touch with the world if they did not join in was repeated 
like a prayer mill. It seemed forgotten that Switzerland had pre-
viously always been admired for its excellent school system …”

Dear readers of Current Concerns

Due to operational reasons, the next 
issue of Current Concerns (No. 19/2022) 
will not be published until 27 Septem-
ber 2022.



No 18   30 August 2022 Current Concerns  Page 2

gap between high-achieving and weak-
er children was small and the school was 
well anchored in the democratic system of 
our country (as it should be for a prima-
ry school!). This changed in the mid-nine-
ties when the OECD, under pressure from 
the USA, forced UNESCO out of its leader-
ship role. The decisive factor was the threat 
by the USA to withdraw from this interna-
tional organisation, just as they had with-
drawn from UNESCO in 1984 when UN-
ESCO had not yielded to their demands at 
the time.2 The OECD initially resisted, but 
then gave in to the pressure and worked 
out the indicators with which education 
systems were to be compared internation-
ally. It thus appointed itself the sole arbi-
ter for the assessment of national education 
systems. To this end, it designed the PISA 
tests, which were prepared over five years 
by about 300 international scientists. Ac-
cordingly, they had no connection whatso-
ever with the European educational tradi-
tion and national educational concepts and 
curricula, but were based on the proverbi-
ally bad Anglo-American educational sys-
tem. Despite the associated theoretical and 
cultural break with the European educa-
tional tradition, the OECD countries – in-
cluding Switzerland – gave their blessing to 
the PISA concept and thus established (not 
least due to incipient peer pressure) the su-
premacy of the economic organisation in 
the field of education.3

Shock strategy as catalyst
Switzerland was shocked by the unex-
pectedly poor results of the first PISA test. 
This acted as a catalyst for a cascade of re-
forms that steadily removed our primary 
school system from its democratic struc-
tures, which were obviously “disruptive”. 
This was done so easily that one of the 
few independent studies marvelled at how 
loosely these fundamental reforms pro-
ceeded in Switzerland and that not even 
the cantons, as the most important veto 
players, offered the expected resistance.4 
Since then, our education system has been 
characterised by an internationally equal-
ising ranking fetishism, which was abso-
lutely unnecessary because the quality of 
our schools was outstanding.

Schools and universities as  
customer-oriented service companies

NPM, these three letters stand for New 
Public Management.5 It is the tool of ne-
oliberal governments to reduce public ex-
penditure as much as possible and to turn 
the state into a customer-oriented service 
company. This was the beginning of the 
transformation of our democratically or-
ganised and controlled education system 
into a business-managed school operation 
taken over from the private sector. From 

then on, it was all about austerity pro-
grammes, efficiency and effectiveness. In 
the Canton of Zurich, the name of the then 
cantonal councillor Ernst Buschor and 
his management team is associated with 
this. Formerly a professor of business ad-
ministration at the University of St. Gal-
len HSG, he was a vehement advocate of 
NPM. He took over as head of the Zurich 
Department of Education in 1995 on the 
condition that he would be able to trans-
form it with these methods (as he had pre-
viously done in the health sector). In an 
article in the “Tages-Anzeiger” he point-
edly promised to “take the Zurich school 
system down from its high pedagogical 
horse and transform it into a service en-
terprise”. He initiated a storm of reforms 
– starting with the university, which was 
converted into the Bologna system from 
1999; the secondary schools received a 
new Matura ordinance, and the then new 
universities of applied sciences were also 
run according to NPM criteria from the 
beginning. Always justified by financial 

shortages and corresponding pressure to 
save money.

GATS – public services  
as a commodity

This period also saw – and not coinciden-
tally – the global free trade agreements 
concluded in 1995 within the framework 
of the World Trade Organisation (WTO), 
which today involve 164 countries. One of 
these agreements was the General Agree-
ment on Trade in Services (GATS). It de-
mands an ongoing process of privatisation 
of public services. Switzerland signed this 
agreement in 1995.

Education is one of the sectors listed in 
the GATS; it has not been subject to any of 
the possible exception clauses by Switzer-
land. This is important to mention because 
without including these international aspi-
rations of the globalised economy, the cur-
rent aberrations in our education system 
can neither be understood nor corrected.

De-democratisation,  
corporate structures and CEOs

NPM thus provided the roadmap with 
which our schools have been turned up-
side down over the last three decades. The 

intention was to restructure them into ser-
vice companies with global budgets and 
corresponding hierarchical levels. This in-
cluded corporate structures, which is why 
school management boards (also known 
as CEOs in the private sector) were in-
troduced as early as 1996. They replaced 
the previous collegial cooperation with a 
house director who, as primus inter pares, 
took over administrative tasks and rep-
resented the team at the meetings of the 
school board. Whereas headmasters were 
at first dedicated, sometimes overly am-
bitious teachers, today this “job” can be 
taken over by managers without any teach-
ing experience. Management theories also 
determine the content of expensive school 
management training. A very important 
point of reform was the abolition of the 
democratic anchoring of schools, typical 
of Switzerland, with corresponding sub-
sidiarily organised authority structures in 
their respective communes and regions. 
This was the only way to push through 
the reforms with a top-down strategy. This 

is why the school boards, which had pre-
viously been elected by the people, were 
deprived of their power in favour of the 
school management and turned into ad-
ministrative authorities. The next higher 
authority, the district school administra-
tion, which had previously supervised the 
schools and had been the contact for ap-
peals, was replaced under the catchword 
“professionalisation” by a specialist office 
for school evaluation, which was appoint-
ed by the administration. Since then, it has 
been reviewing the quality of schools in 
a procedure that is labour-intensive for 
the schools and, according to many, un-
necessarily time-consuming and unhelp-
ful. The school levels were also reorgan-
ised and the kindergarten, which was well 
established and appreciated by the Swiss 
population, was replaced by a basic level 
that was already designed with school ma-
terial in mind (even though the term “kin-
dergarten” was retained in many places).

For teachers, therefore, a new, sharp 
wind was blowing. They were no long-
er elected by the electorate, but were now 
hired on contracts common in the private 

”What is wrong with our schools?” 
continued from page 1

“There was – unnoticed by many – a steady reform process at 
all levels of our education system in the last decades, from the 
administrative structure to the training and educational content, 
which tried to detach our school system from its direct demo-
cratic roots. This was tantamount to a paradigm shift from the 
European educational tradition to Anglo-American concepts 
also at the level of teaching.” 

continued on page 3
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sector and subjected to salary-related staff 
appraisals. Their professional mandate was 
redefined and they had to adapt their teach-
ing to the now propagated individualising 
methods of classroom management.

New training concepts at the  
universities of teacher education

Just like all other reform steps, the rede-
sign of teacher education is therefore also 
in the context of the predetermined di-
rection set by the OECD and the Frame-
work for Action on Education 2030 of the 
UNESCO. A very decisive reform step 
was therefore – especially in the con-
text of today’s misery – the abolition of 
the previous training centres for teach-
ers, the seminaries, where they had been 
introduced to their profession by profes-
sionals with practical experience and ori-
ented towards the European educational 
tradition. Now, teacher training colleges 
were founded, where today students are 
primarily introduced to the methodolog-
ical and content-related teaching prin-
ciples from the Anglo-American world. 
This includes predominantly self-organ-
ised learning, which builds on the compe-
tences of the controversial Curriculum 21 
that can be tested by means of tests. This 
is often taught – as we hear from students 
– by lecturers whose requirement profile 
apparently no longer necessarily includes 
their own teaching experience in prima-
ry school.

Silently heading in the wrong direction
In summary: There was – unnoticed by 
many – a steady reform process at all lev-

els of our education system in the last 
decades, from the administrative struc-
ture to the training and educational con-
tent, which tried to detach our school sys-
tem from its direct democratic roots. This 
was tantamount to a paradigm shift from 
the European educational tradition to An-
glo-American concepts also at the level of 
teaching. Referendums followed, with the 
aim of getting the people on board. The 
legislative proposals put to the vote were 
not very transparent and were accompa-
nied by sophisticated propaganda cam-
paigns. They contained a lot of leeway for 
ordinances, with which those responsible 
for education could subsequently intro-
duce controversial measures without any 
problems. Examples were the 2006 refer-
enda on an education article in the Fed-
eral Constitution and the establishment 
of the HarmoS Concordat by the dem-
ocratically dubiously legitimised EDK 
(Education Directors’ Conference). Both 
were “sold” under the premise of align-
ing the cantonal education systems, but 
were a further process of de-democratisa-
tion that meant an increase in power and 
centralisation at the federal level at the ex-
pense of the cantons. The unsubstantiated 
argument that the development of Swiss 

schools had come to a standstill in the 19th 
century and would now lose touch with 
the world if they did not join in was re-
peated like a prayer mill. It seemed for-
gotten that Switzerland had previously al-
ways been admired for its excellent school 
system …

Despite this concentrated propaganda, 
many alert and responsible contemporar-
ies resisted this misguided development. 
One example is the popular initiatives in 
11 cantons in German-speaking Switzer-
land with which they tried to prevent the 
introduction of Curriculum 21 (although 
the votes were lost, a quarter or even 
every third voter always supported these 
proposals).

Honesty is the order of the day
And what does this have to do with the 
concerns of Leo’s mother described at the 
beginning and the precarious situation of 
the teacher shortage? Many interested con-
temporaries puzzle over the reasons for to-
day’s problems and look for solutions. This 
cannot be done without careful analy-
sis, because an honest public debate about 
the cultural change of our education sys-
tem never took place. On the contrary, the 
critical objections and well-founded anal-
yses of teachers and responsible educa-
tion officials were not only thrown to the 
wind and dismissed as conspiracy the-
ories, but were shut down for years with 
an ugly media campaign that was unusual 
for Switzerland. Since then, many teachers 
no longer dare to speak out loud and clear, 
and more than a few left the profession that 
was no longer theirs, reduced their work-
load, took on a pedagogical niche or took 
early retirement. Others went overboard to 
“get it right”, to avoid criticism, some also 
because they saw a possible career oppor-
tunity for themselves in education admin-
istration. Burnouts increasingly became 
common occupational hazards for teach-
ers. It was also noticeable that although 
the teacher training colleges were very 
busy, many of the trainees gave up their 
studies and the new trainees did not even 
enter professional life or only with a small 
workload, or even quit again after a short 
time in resignation and disappointment. 
(What company could afford such a flop?) 

“New Public Management (NPM) is the tool of neoliberal gov-
ernments to reduce public expenditure as much as possible and 
to turn the state into a customer-oriented service company. This 
was the beginning of the transformation of our democratical-
ly organised and controlled education system into a business-
managed school operation taken over from the private sector.”

”What is wrong with our schools?” 
continued from page 2

“‘Market instead of State’” was the motto” 
by Urs Graf

Without knowledge of the geopolitical 
connections of the school “reforms”, 
we turn over details and find no reme-
dy. Not in pedagogy, neither in teacher 
training and nor in administrative struc-
tures. One can, according to the prin-
ciple of “divide and conquer”, let the 
semi-informed become tired of blam-
ing each other and continue to pursue 
the strategic goal. 

Now exactly this statement could be 
emphasised as pure conspiracy theory, 
were it not for the many authors (not 
only in Current Concerns) who repeat-
edly pointed out these connections.

Through integration into interna-
tional agreements and subordination 
under supranational authorities such 
as the OECD, WTO, WHO – I was pre-
sent when this was discussed in the 
mid-nineties at the Limmathaus in Zu-
rich among SP exponents – they want-
ed Switzerland “to be liberated of its 

reform back-log”. While the globalis-
ing Left [party] made “cucumber salad 
out of the state”, the globalising right-
wing bourgeoisie favoured New Pub-
lic Management, the denationalisation 
of the state. “Market instead of State” 
was the motto. Serious changes, above 
especially regarding the basic necessi-
ties were omitted from the democrat-
ic discussion. 

The rejection of the popular initia-
tives “Referendum on state treaties” and 
“Swiss law before international law” was 
probably only possible through avoid-
ance of a thorough reflection on this 
issue. It should perhaps be said that this 
reform school produces not only los-
ers but the winners as well. Compliant 
agents of this system, because the chil-
dren no longer grow up as a class com-
munity, which strengthens an emotional 
attachment with everyone and fosters a 
social conscience.
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The reasons for this have not been indepen-
dently investigated to this day. This article 
is intended as a contribution to that.

Education instead  
of classroom management

I still think that I have chosen the fin-
est profession I can imagine as a teach-
er. I would also grant this insight to young 
teachers or those who have been in the 
profession for some time and sometimes 
doubt it. And of course, I wish all chil-
dren and young people a school time in 
which they can build up and maintain joy 
in learning. They only have this chance 
once and carry the experience with them 
throughout their lives. Of course, parents 
also play an important role in making this 
happen, because through their upbring-
ing they introduce their child to the world 
and prepare him or her for how to meet 
the demands of school. If they can form 

a working alliance with the teacher, the 
chances for their child are best. However, 
as parents you must demand (!) that your 
child can attend a school that is based on 
a pedagogical-psychological foundation 
as it has developed in the European edu-
cational tradition and is constantly being 
continued. Today, scientific findings are 
available on how to design child-cen-
tred teaching.6 These have been largely 
neglected in recent decades because the 
thrust of the reforms was not pedagogical-
ly justified. Now everyone is challenged 
and must get in the way if we want to re-
gain the formerly good level of education, 
an important substance of our country. 
Let’s get started! •

1 In the following, I will focus on the schools in 
the Canton of Zurich whereas the development 
in the other cantons has been similar.

2 In 1984, the USA, Great Britain and Singapore 
withdrew from UNESCO after the latter had passed 
a resolution that should reduce the dependence on 
the four major news organisations AP, UPI, AFP 
and Reuters.

3 cf. Langer, Roman. “Warum haben die Pisa 
gemacht?” (“Why did they do Pisa?”))In:< id> 
(2008). “Warum tun die das?” (“Why do they do 
that?”)Governance analyses on the steering ac-
tion in school development. Wiesbaden: vs Verlag 
für Sozialwissenschaften (Publisher for Social Sci-
ences); also: Martens, Kerstin/Wolf, Klaus-Dieter. 
“Paradoxien der Neuen Staatsräson” (“Paradoxes 
of the New State reason”). In: Zeitschrift für In-
ternationale Beziehungen (Journal of Internation-
al Relations), issues 13 (2006) number 2, pp. 145-
176. Cited in: Buchser, Sandra. «Ein Kick gegen 
Schrott». (“A kick against junk”). In: Zeit-Fragen 
(Current Concerns) No. 25, 11 of June 2012.

4 Bieber, T. (2010). Sanfte Steuerungsmechanis-
men in der Bildungspolitik. Die PISA-Studie und 
der Bologna Prozess in der Schweiz (Soft steering 
mechanisms in education policy. The PISA study 
and the Bologna process in Switzerland). Univer-
sity of Bremen: TranState Working Papers No. 117. 
SRA SfB597.

5 cf. Bonfranchi, Riccardo/Perret, Eliane. Heilpäda-
gogik im Dialog. Praktische Erfahrungen, theore-
tische Grundlagen und aktuelle Diskurse (Curative 
Pedagogy in dialogue. Practical experiences, theo-
retical foundations and current discourses). Biele-
feld: Athena-Verlag, 2021, pp. 141.

6 cf. Kissling, Beat. Sind Inklusion und Integra-
tion in der Schule gescheitert? Eine kritische Au-
seinandersetzung (Have inclusion and integration 
in schools failed?).  Bern: Hogrefe-Verlag, 2022, 
pp. 109.

”What is wrong with our schools?” 
continued from page 3

ds. Since the Federal Council broke off 
negotiations on the framework agreement 
with the EU, not a day goes by without 
the Swiss media making the relationship 
between Switzerland and the EU a topic 
of discussion. In the process, Switzerland 
and especially the Federal Council are 
often criticised, while the EU’s demands 
are given wide space without criticism. 
The tone is often obsequious. Instead of 
honestly informing, which would be their 
task, they engage in politics: they urge the 
Federal Council to act more quickly and 
warn that the EU could lose patience with 
Switzerland.

In fact, however, Switzerland is being 
massively pressured and blackmailed by 
the EU’s demands and sanctions, and it 
would be time to educate the population 
about this and give them a realistic pic-
ture of this EU. 

From the EEC  
to the EU with US support

The merger of Germany, France, Italy, 
the Netherlands, Belgium and Luxem-
bourg to form the European Economic 
Community (EEC) in 1957 was largely 
initiated by the USA and had a politi-

cal goal from the beginning – the United 
States of Europe.

Jean Monnet, who is considered the spir-
itual father of the European community, 
worked in the USA for 20 years in the finan-
cial and war economy. He maintained close 
contacts with the economic and political 
leadership of the USA, and his close friend-
ship with the American Secretary of State 
John Forster Dulles made him the represent-
ative of American foreign policy in Europe.

The USA did not want a free associa-
tion of European countries, which would 
have preserved their sovereignty. And 
they got their way. (See Wüthrich, Wer-
ner. Economy and Direct Democracy in 
Switzerland, pp. 293; in German)

With the Juncker-Method …
“We decide something, float it in the room 
and wait a while to see what happens. If 
there is no big hue and cry and no up-
risings because most people don’t un-
derstand what has been decided, then 
we continue – step by step, until there is 
no turning back. (Jean-Claude Juncker in 
“Der Spiegel” 52/1999)

Exactly according to the Juncker meth-
od, the EU has developed into a bureau-

cratic juggernaut over the last 30 years, 
which is seizing more and more power 
and which no one can oversee, let alone 
control. More and more directives and 
regulations that have to be transposed into 
national law in the countries are made in 
Brussels. 

… to the Nato-EU
With the war in Ukraine, the EU’s ties 
to the USA and NATO have reached a 
new level. The US has made the EU act 
against its own interests and implement 
the American sanctions against Rus-
sia; much to the delight of the American 
oil, gas and arms industries, which prof-
it from the high prices and forced arma-
ment. It looks like EU policy has essen-
tially become NATO policy controlled by 
the United States.

The fact that Switzerland has adopt-
ed the EU sanctions against Russia, and 
that individual Federal Councillors are 
now even seeking a rapid rapprochement 
with the EU, is disconcerting, because the 
Federal Council and ultimately the citi-
zens would have every reason to carefully 
weigh up which agreements they want to 
conclude with this NATO-EU. •

Those who negotiate with the EU should  
know to what they are committing themselves
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ts. What Federal Councillor Ueli Maur-
er recently said about the Ukraine crisis 
in Bühler, a municipality in the canton 
of Appenzell Ausserrhoden, was strong-
ly echoed in the press and under the dome 
of the Federal Palace. Since there is no 
speech manuscript, it is best to fall back 
on local reporting that has not yet been 
“framed” by a central editorial office.1 
According to this, the SVP magistrate 
is said to have commented on two ques-
tions: When the war is likely to end and 
how long its effects are likely to be felt 
in Switzerland and the world? As far as 
the flow of refugees is concerned, Maur-
er is said to have predicted increased ten-
sions, since Ukrainian refugees are bet-
ter off than other refugees due to their 
protected status S. The fact that there is 
a rumbling in the population can easily be 
seen all over the country. Maurer classi-
fied the Ukraine conflict as a proxy war 
between West and East. NATO on one 
side, Russia on the other: a power struggle 
on Ukraine’s back. Once again, the world 
was threatened with division as in the 
Cold War. Once again, we are in an arms 
spiral, once again we are sitting on a pow-
der barrel. Although the world and Swit-
zerland had benefited from Switzerland’s 
protection mandates up to now, these and 
one of the most important pillars of our 
country, neutrality, were up for grabs. The 
Federal Council was also concerned about 
the energy and food issues as well as the 
lack of will to defend the country militari-
ly. While in Appenzell Inner- and Ausser-
rhoden, 80 per cent of conscripts were still 
doing military service, about one third of 
the Swiss preferred civilian service. Mau-
rer recalled the insight of our ancestors to 
set the price of entry as high as possible, 
to achieve a strength that it was not even 
worth attacking Switzerland. Without an 
army, however, we would become a vic-
tim. In conclusion, Maurer did not want 
to rule out the possibility that we could be 
confronted with a nuclear war in Europe 
in a few weeks. 

The Ukraine war as a proxy war? It 
was this statement that earned the Feder-

al Councillor scorn, among others from 
exponents of the Greens, the SP and the 
FDP. A statement and assessment that ad-
mittedly contradicts the NATO and EU 
language rules and the accepted defini-
tional sovereignty, but is in best agree-
ment with voices from the non-Western 
world. And that is where about 80 % of the 
world’s population lives. Those who try to 
break through the Europe-centric narrow 
view of the world, distance themselves 
from the Anglo-Saxon narrative and take 
note of voices from Africa, Latin Amer-
ica, India, Pakistan, Singapore, etc., but 
also from the USA, realise one thing: they 
see things quite differently. And for the 
most part, they do not support the sanc-
tions of the USA and the EU. And they see 
the problem in NATO’s eastward expan-

sion, i.e. in the USA. This is also the case 
of the US-American political science pro-
fessor at the University of Chicago, John 
Mearsheimer, or the once neoliberal US 
economist Jeffrey Sachs. For not all USAs 
are the same, and there too are voices that 
describe the prevailing narrative as mon-
strous propaganda and reject it as danger-
ous. Not to mention the “grand old man” 
of US foreign policy, Henry Kissinger (see 
box). In Asia, for example, Kishore Mah-
bubani should be mentioned. Years ago, 
he wrote a book against the West-centred, 
narrow ideological view of the world with 
the provocative title “Can Asians Think?” 
And isn’t he right, still? Are we in the 
West listening to the voices of the “rest” 
of the world? Doesn’t the rhetoric of the 
struggle of democracies against autocra-
cies drown out the old Western arrogance 
of knowing better than the formerly colo-
nised peoples? Irony or tears? A federal 
councillor from the party that is accused 
of ignoring the world has to come and 
tell us what large parts of the rest of the 
world also see, while the Greens and the 
Left, who promote post-colonial studies, 
uncritically propagate the Western narra-
tive. The statement of the South African 

The Ukraine conflict – a proxy war?
Swiss Federal Councillor Maurer’s analysis is shared  

worldwide outside the Anglo-Saxon propaganda bubble

“A 99-year-old educating a 79-year-old”
How did China react to the Kissing-
er interview in the “Wall Street Jour-
nal”? “This is a 99-year-old educating 
a 79-year-old,” Lü Xiang, research fel-
low at the Chinese Academy of Social 
Sciences, told the Global Times on Sun-
day, alluding to the ages of Kissinger 
and Joe Biden. “Apparently, the cur-
rent US government has no idea about 

what the equilibrium is, as first, you 
have to admit the legitimacy of your 
counterpart. If you challenge the legiti-
macy including the sovereignty of your 
counterpart, it’s impossible to reach an 
equilibrium,” he said. 

Source: https://www.globaltimes.cn/
page/202208/1272970.shtml

Kissinger: “Issues which we partly created”

ts. In an interview with the Wall Street 
Journal, Henry Kissinger, the 99-year-
old former US Secretary of State, ex-
pressed concern about the “disequilib-
rium” in the world. He said: “We are 
at the edge of war with Russia and 
China on issues which we partly creat-
ed, without any concept of how this is 
going to end or what it’s supposed to 
lead to.” 

Washington’s foreign policy finds no 
mercy before Kissinger: Washington no 
longer has a great leader, rejects tradi-
tional diplomacy, and US foreign poli-
cy dangerously lacks strategic purpose. 
Kissinger criticised politicians who, like 
their constituents, could no longer sep-
arate “personal relationships with the 
enemy” from maintaining stable dip-
lomatic talks. One is very responsive to 
the “emotion of the moment”.

As for the Ukraine crisis, Kissinger 
stresses that Ukraine is a collection of 
territories that once belonged to Russia. 
Peace, he says, is only possible if Ukraine 
acts as a buffer between Russia and the 
West. “I was in favour of full independ-
ence of Ukraine, but I thought its best 
role was something like Finland.”

Kissinger had already pointed to the 
West’s complicity before the war began 

in January: A careless policy by the US 
and NATO had helped trigger the con-
flict in Ukraine. Now he sees “no choice 
but to take Vladimir Putin’s stated secu-
rity concerns seriously and believes that 
it was a mistake for NATO to signal to 
Ukraine that it might eventually join the 
alliance”.

How the war will end? Kissinger 
foresees a settlement in which Russia 
will retain its 2014 conquests in Crimea 
and parts of the Donbass region.

Looking also at the conflict over Tai-
wan, Kissinger said, “In my thinking, 
equilibrium has two components. A 
kind of balance of power, with an ac-
ceptance of the legitimacy of some-
times opposing values. Because if you 
believe that the final outcome of your 
effort has to be the imposition of your 
values, then I think equilibrium is not 
possible. So one sort is a kind of abso-
lute equilibrium,” he said. The other 
one, he said, is “behavioural equilibri-
um, meaning there are limitations to 
the exercise of your own capabilities 
and power in relation to what is need-
ed for the overall equilibrium”.

Source: https://www.wsj.com/articles/
henry-kissinger-is-worried-about- 

disequilibrium-11660325251

continued on page 6
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Foreign Minister, who does not want to 
be coerced by the US Secretary of State 
into condemning Russia – worthless? Be-
cause she is a woman or an African? Or is 
the Federal Council’s attempted “cancella-
tion” because someone from the “wrong” 
party called the elephant in the room? It 
can’t be due to a possible lack of English 
skills of his critics, who couldn’t follow a 
South African foreign minister or a Mah-
bubani or Kissinger. 

Wouldn’t it be time for the various 
Swiss parties to open up to the voices of 
the world and look beyond their own ho-
rizons? If only to better understand propa-
ganda? How do socially committed voic-
es from the non-aligned countries react? 
And is the voice of John Pilger no long-

er worth anything to the veteran anti-im-
perialists who says that he has never seen 
such war propaganda as that of the West in 
his entire eventful life as a war reporter? 
Not even during the Vietnam or Iraq wars? 

The future orientation of Switzerland, 
not only in Europe but also in the world, 
requires a calmly conducted debate with 
a diverse spectrum of opinions. “Cancel-
ling” opinions is not conducive to achiev-
ing the goal. After all, the Swiss sovereign 
should make a broadly informed decision 
on whether or not to join military blocs. 
NATO, which is always led by a US gen-
eral, the SACEUR (Supreme Allied Com-
mander Europe), and the EU, which con-
tinues to suffer from a democratic deficit, 
may be an option for some. But wouldn’t 
there be others? Just as EFTA is an alter-
native to the EU, in which Switzerland 
successfully participates, there are also al-

ternatives to rapprochement with the mili-
tary alliance NATO. There is a need to dis-
cuss this. Federal Councillor Maurer is not 
alone in warning against nuclear war in 
Europe. It was the life theme of Robert S. 
McNamara, the US Secretary of Defense 
during the Cuban Missile Crisis. It is the 
theme of Henry Kissinger. McNamara’s 
conclusion of the Cuban missile crisis: We 
“just lucked out”. And his lesson for life 
in the nuclear age: there is no alternative 
to diplomacy. And that requires empathy. 
You have to empathise with your counter-
part, understand him. That does not mean 
that you approve of what they are doing. 
If you don’t do that and don’t try to end 
the conflict diplomatically, you risk nucle-
ar annihilation. But who can want that? •

1 See, for example, Seraina Hess in the  
Thurgauer Zeitung of 15 August 2022

”The Ukraine conflict …” 
continued from page 5

With its decision to adopt the EU’s sanc-
tions against Russia across-the-board (!), 
the current Swiss government has dramat-
ically violated and perhaps even irretriev-
ably destroyed Switzerland’s historical-
ly and politically consolidated neutrality. 
Geneva, the second most important UN lo-
cation, will also increasingly lose its func-
tion as an international conference venue. 
And with the “Ukraine Recovery Confer-
ence” in Lugano, Switzerland has addi-
tionally confirmed that it no longer wants 
to adopt a neutral stance. Nevertheless, the 
Foreign Ministry has positively received 
Volodymyr Zelenski’s absurd idea that 
Switzerland should be deployed as a repre-
sentative of Ukraine’s interests in Moscow 
and has in the meantime discussed it in de-
tail with Kiev. But the receipt is already on 
the table: Russia is no longer interested in 
Switzerland’s alleged good offices.

Swiss Foreign Minister Ignazio Cassis is 
known to be constantly on the lookout for 
“opportunities”. And apparently he con-
sidered Zelenski’s proposal to be such an 
“opportunity”. It is no coincidence that at 
the WEF in Davos he proposed to change 
Swiss neutrality into a “cooperative neu-
trality”: to remain neutral but to “coop-
erate” with one side of a conflict. And he 
received prominent praise for this, espe-
cially from the pro-NATO NZZ editor 
Georg Häsler, who is himself a colonel in 
the Swiss army.

Since the end of February, Switzerland 
has adopted all the sanctions against Rus-
sia decided by the EU across the board, i.e. 

without any deviation or even clarification. 
In such a situation, how can one even hope 
to be accepted by Russia as a representa-
tive of Ukraine’s interests? Is this massive 
overconfidence on the part of our foreign 
minister? Or is it simply a total loss of re-
ality? Or, once again, simply an “opportu-
nity” that should be seized? The “no” from 
Moscow was anything but surprising.

More and more hatred of all Russians 
and everything Russian  

is being promoted
The whole story is also quite embarrass-
ing for the major Swiss media. They al-
most unanimously plead for a continuation 
of the war in Ukraine and against negotia-
tions, but have prominently welcomed Ig-
nazio Cassis’ plans – see, for example, the 
front page of the “Aargauer Zeitung” of 
10 August 2022. And wherever authorities 
or organisations do something to fuel the 
already widespread Russophobia, there’s 
praise or at least polite silence. In St. Gal-
len, for example, the opera “The Maid of 
Orleans” by the Russian composer Tchai-
kovsky was cancelled for the festival and 
replaced by Verdi’s opera “Giovanna 
d’Arco”. Reason: A public performance 
of compositions by Tchaikovsky could 
not be expected of the Ukrainian refugees 
here to put up with this. Note: The Rus-
sian composer Pyotr Ilyich Tchaikovsky 
lived from 1840 to 1893  …

And in Birmenstorf in the canton of 
Aargau, the now also traditional “Convoy 
to Remember”, where a good 700 histor-
ic war vehicles from all over Europe are 

gathering this weekend and 20,000 visi-
tors are expected, has also been repro-
grammed: In consultation with top repre-
sentatives of the Swiss army, as one could 
read, it was decided to hold the event de-
spite the war in Ukraine, but this time not 
to show any Russian tanks. About this the 
“Aargauer Zeitung” literally: “The ‘Con-
voy’ commemorates D-Day – the day in 
1944 when the liberation of Europe by 
the Allies in World War II started, accord-
ing to organisers.” The CH media news-
papers, of which the “Aargauer Zeitung” 
is one, never miss an opportunity to claim 
that Europe was liberated by the Allies 
on D-Day in 1944, when anyone who has 
ever read a book knows that Hitler’s mili-
tary decline began with the gigantic – and 
just lost! – battles of Stalingrad (1942/43) 
and Kursk (1943). The fact that at a “Con-
voy to Remember” – a parade in memory! 
– in which Russian tanks and vehicles of 
all things are not allowed to be displayed 
is a particularly disgusting decision on the 
part of the organisers – and this in consul-
tation with the Swiss army!

It is simply unbelievable: neutral Swit-
zerland has become a vassal of the USA 
– Swiss banks, for example, comply with 
US sanctions against Cuba – and now also 
of the EU, which it never wanted to join. 
One can only be ashamed of the decisions 
of the Federal Council and the attitude of 
the major Swiss media.  •
Source: https://globalbridge.ch/schweizer-aussen-
ministerium-unglaubliche-arroganz-oder-totaler-
realitaetsverlust/

(Translation Current Concerns)

Swiss Foreign Ministry:  
Incredible arrogance or total loss of reality?

by Christian Müller
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continued on page 8

For years the Swiss Federal Electrici-
ty Commission ElCom1 has been point-
ing out the fact that sooner or later Swit-
zerland will be heading for an electricity 
shortage in winter. According to ElCom 
President Werner Luginbühl, it present-
ly looks as if this might be sooner, name-
ly in the upcoming winter. As early as at 
the beginning of July, the president of 
Swissgas, André Dosé, also warned of 
an impending gas shortage. The latter in 
particular voiced clear criticism of the 
Federal Council’s policy.

Federal Councillor Simonetta Sommaru-
ga, head of the Department of the Envi-
ronment, Transport, Energy and Commu-
nications (DETEC), would like to hush 
up the unsuitability of the Federal Coun-
cil’s energy strategy by blaming “Rus-
sia” for causing a possible supply short-
age. Indeed, in a recent incendiary speech 
she even used the Ukraine war as a lever 
for the integration of Switzerland into the 
EU/NATO. 

Politics has taken  
ElCom’s warnings too little seriously 

The statement by Werner Luginbühl, 
President of the Electricity Commis-
sion (ElCom), that it would be advisa-
ble to have enough candles in the house, 
and also enough firewood if you have a 
wood-burning stove, spread like wildfire 
through Switzerland. In a newspaper in-
terview, Luginbühl went on to say: “In to-
day’s situation, it is not possible to com-
pletely rule out shutdowns by the hour. 
That’s why it’s important to take the nec-
essary precautions.” This is a worst-case 
scenario, Luginbühl said. But it makes 
sense to think about what you would do if 
you were without power for a few hours.2 

To be sure, according to the ElCom 
president, Switzerland is in a better situ-
ation than many other countries as far as 
electricity supply is concerned. “We can 
produce 60 per cent of our consumption 
domestically with hydropower. Around 
one third of electricity consumption comes 
from nuclear power plants. And then there 
is indeed a remainder of 5 to 10 per cent 
that we have to import. That is where our 
greatest risks are: that we might not be 
able to procure that part of our electricity 
supply in Europe next winter.” 

It is the task of the Federal Council 
and parliament to initiate and promote the 
production of this “remainder”. Because 
even an electricity agreement with the EU 
would not provide us with electricity and 
gas next winter if our neighbouring coun-
tries were short themselves.

Werner Luginbühl criticises politicians 
for “not having taken seriously enough 
the warnings ElCom has been issuing for 
years about an electricity shortage in win-
ter. Switzerland must address the issue of 
supply security much more decisively and 
resolutely”.3 

This is mild criticism by the current 
head of ElCom: We may recall far more 
trenchant comments by his predecessor 
Carlo Schmid-Sutter from Appenzell-In-
nerrhoden.

“Federal Council’s energy strategy  
is turning out to be yesterday’s news”

The clear statement by NZZ economics 
editor Christoph Eisenring on the Fed-
eral Council’s “Energy Strategy 2050” 
is all the more surprising. ElCom Presi-
dent Luginbühl’s recommendation that the 
population buy candles and firewood is, 
he claims, “the declaration of bankrupt-
cy regarding the energy strategy”. For the 
federal government admits “that it cannot 
protect the Swiss from precisely that dan-
ger that it itself sees as the greatest risk for 
the country: a shortage of electricity”, says 
Christoph Eisenring.4 And he continues: 
“The Federal Council’s energy strategy is 
turning out to be yesterday’s news. There 
was talk of increasing efficiency, which 
would ensure that there would be hardly 
any increase in consumption. And the fact 
that wind and solar power need back-up 
power plants to make ends meet in winter 
was ignored for far too long.” Eisenring 
asks, whether we must not make allow-
ance to the government for the fact that 
the war in Ukraine was unforeseeable, 
and answers his question himself: “Any-
one arguing in this way is taking the easy 
way out. The present threat corresponds 
with what would happen as of 2025 an-
yway, according to an earlier analysis by 
Luginbühl’s office.” 

DETEC head Sommaruga makes it as 
easy for herself: “Why do we have a prob-
lem today? Because Russia is turning off 
the gas tap and Switzerland is completely 
dependent on foreign countries for oil and 
gas.”5 So once again the blame is put on 
Russia! And yet the Swiss “Energy Strat-
egy 2050” concerns only the electricity 
supply. 

On the other hand, until 2021 the secu-
rity of gas supply was in no way consid-
ered to be at risk, because Russia had and 
has been a reliable partner for Switzerland 
and the other European countries for dec-
ades. Today, we Europeans have to fear 
a gas shortage simply because our gov-
ernments have taken such massive sanc-
tions against Russia that they cannot even 

(or do not want to) guarantee payment to 
the Russian gas companies. No company 
would deliver under these circumstances. 
Instead of making sure that Russian gas 
flows again through Nord Stream 1 and 
Nord Stream 2, our leaders prefer to con-
tribute to the astronomical profits of the oil 
and gas industry (see box on “Glencore”). 
They make a lot of noise in the Gulf states 
in order to grab expensive fossil energies, 
and they build liquid gas storage facili-
ties for dirty and even more expensive US 
fracking gas. Are all these really suppliers 
with impeccable human rights records? 
And we citizens have to pay for it!

“This crisis in Switzerland  
is largely self-inflicted”

Also André Dosé, former Swiss Airlines 
chief  and currently president of “Swiss-
gas”, is sharply critical of the Feder-
al Council’s energy policy: “We are de-
pendent on year-round gas imports and 
electricity imports in winter. This cri-
sis in Switzerland is largely self-inflict-
ed. Our Energy Strategy 2050 was built 
on sand. It was assumed that there would 
be no population growth and that the pop-
ulation would reduce electricity consump-
tion. Likewise, electromobility was not in-
cluded in the scenarios at the time of the 
vote. It was a pipe dream that would never 
have worked anyway. The war in Ukraine 
is now forcing us to rethink dramatical-
ly.”6 A note for Swiss voters: As they were 
cheated and short-changed by the wrong 
forecasts in their voting booklet, the ma-
jority of voters approved the “Energy 
Strategy 2050” at the ballot box in May 
2017!

André Dosé accuses the Federal Coun-
cil of not acting adequately both in the 
current crisis situation and in their long-
er-term planning: “[…] In crises you have 
to move forward quickly, set priorities 
and make decisions”. In order to guaran-

Swiss energy supply put to the test
Why is the Federal Council’s policy so hesitant?

by Dr iur. Marianne Wüthrich

“Glencore turns huge profit 
thanks to high commodity prices”

“In the first half of the year 2022, Glen-
core has benefited from the high level 
of commodity prices and the trading 
business, which has recently flourished 
to an exceptional extent. This is reflect-
ed in a half-year profit of $12.1 billion. 
Compared to the previous year, the re-
sult of this commodity trading and min-
ing group has thus increased almost 
tenfold.” 

sda news of 4 August 2022



No 18   30 August 2022 Current Concerns  Page 8

tee energy security in the long term, there 
is “no short-term solution. The expansion 
of photovoltaics is right and good – but it 
won’t get us through the winter.”

In contradiction to this, Federal Coun-
cillor Sommaruga asserts that she is doing 
everything possible to prevent a shortage: 
The Federal Council has “set up a rescue 
package for large electricity companies 
and prepared a hydropower reserve for the 
critical winter period. Because of the war 
in Ukraine, we have also instructed the gas 
industry to procure additional gas.”7 In ad-
dition, the federal government has called 
on large companies that can work with oil 
instead of gas to fill their oil stocks. Well, 
well: A few years ago, the Swiss popula-
tion was urged to replace their oil heat-
ing systems with gas heating systems. We 
dutifully did so – and now 300,000 flats 
are heated with gas, including those in the 
apartment building where I live. In afflu-
ent Switzerland, many still functioning 
oil-fired heating systems have even been 
ripped out! What a waste of energy! Today 
we no longer have an oil tank and will 
probably have to pay for it. But accord-
ing to “SonntagsBlick”, our energy min-
ister has her recipes for that, too: Switzer-
land should “take the EU as a model” and 
save 15 % energy in the time till spring. 
The corresponding campaign (turn down 
the heating, take showers instead of baths, 
etc.) will be launched soon. 

Concerning gas storage, most of the 
Federal Council’s measures came too late, 
wrote Swissgas chief Dosé in the “Neue 
Zürcher Zeitung” in July. Today, the re-
gional companies are busy filling the fed-
erally mandated storage facilities abroad, 
but, “whether the gas will really, physical-
ly flow in a European situation of shortage 
is anything but certain.” Switzerland had 
missed the opportunity to act in time: “We 
should have secured gas for one or two 
billion francs three months ago. But this 
did not happen. Now the acquisition will 
cost three times as much.” [Emphasis mw] 
Compared to 2019, the gas price is even 
25 times higher, according to Dosé! Some 
energy companies are earning money hand 
over fist, and we pay – or freeze. 

The Federal Council’s cutting-edge ac-
tivism shows precisely just how justified 
Dosé’s criticism is. According to its media 
release of 17 August 2022, it wants to use 
gas-fired power plants to bridge the ex-
pected winter gap. Interestingly, an “effi-
cient, private gas-fired power plant” in Birr 
(Canton of Aargau) is now suddenly being 
conjured up out of the blue, which may 
“help out” in the short term (“How an Aar-
gau reserve power plant is to bridge elec-
tricity gaps”. SRF News, 18 August 2022). 
Two critical questions: Firstly, how much 

will this emergency aid cost the taxpayer? 
Anyone who organises an emergency re-
serve for the winter only just before the 
autumn will have to pay disproportionate-
ly more! Secondly, why does the Feder-
al Council not admit openly that so-called 
gas-fired power plants will almost certain-
ly have to be run on oil, because gas is 
also known to be in short supply? In an 
aside, one learns of the Federal Council’s 
stipulation that “due to the uncertain gas 
supply situation, such plants should also 
function with oil (dual-fuel plants), if pos-
sible.” How embarrassing for the climate 
protectionists …

A small consolation is the transit gas 
pipeline from Germany to Italy through 
Switzerland. André Dosé: “This is im-
portant for Switzerland’s security of sup-
ply. It is specified in the concession that 
Switzerland can declare a shortage and 
that some of the gas could then flow into 
Switzerland.” However, he warns, if no 
more Russian natural gas flows through 
the pipeline, the entire European supply 
would suffer. As I said, our governments 
are called upon to resume talks with Rus-
sia and to create a sustainable solution, not 
just an overpriced patches policy for the 
next few months.

Close the energy gap and reduce  
dependence on foreign countries 

ElCom President Werner Luginbühl and 
Swissgas President André Dosé both see 
a variety of possibilities for achieving a 
sufficient energy supply, and NZZ edi-
tor Christoph Eisenring as well as many 
other thinking contemporaries also have 
their own ideas on that point. To present 
these here would go beyond the scope of 
this article. The call from Bern: “We must 
expand the production of renewable ener-
gies!” is to be supported, and after all, 
Switzerland’s greatest means of electric-
ity supply, i.e. hydropower, is being pro-
moted more today than in the past. How-
ever, parliament should move forward 
with the planned “Federal Act on a Secure 
Electricity Supply with Renewable Ener-
gies”, which has been pending in the rel-
evant committees of the Council of States 
for about a year.8 On the first reading, 
one misses the urgently needed stream-
lined procedure for planning applications 
for power plants, so that the expansion of 
a dam will no longer be put on hold for 
years or even decades. But the draft law 
has not yet been debated in the National 
Council or the Council of States, so there 
is still hope!

“We will find comprehensive security in 
and with Europe” – do you really  

believe this, Madam Federal Councillor?
When giving a speech at an event organ-
ised by the “Association of Swiss Media” 
in Locarno, Ms Sommaruga apparently 

forgot that the Swiss Federal Council is a 
collegial authority whose members should 
exercise some restraint in voicing their 
private opinions. It is particularly tasteless 
to misuse the war in Ukraine as a vehi-
cle for an appeal for Switzerland’s integra-
tion into the EU: “The war in Ukraine is 
not only a wake-up call for many in terms 
of energy policy. It is also a foreign poli-
cy wake-up call.”9 It is time, she said, for 
a “rapprochement with Europe. We will 
not find comprehensive security just by 
spending more money on our army. We 
will find comprehensive security in and 
with Europe.”

It looks as if the lady not only wants to 
join the EU, but also NATO – will Swit-
zerland find “comprehensive security” 
there? How absurd! NATO is a war alli-
ance, the EU is now a war party. Switzer-
land, on the other hand, is a neutral coun-
try, and the Federal Council is obliged 
under Art. 185 para. 1 of the Federal Con-
stitution to “take measures to safeguard 
external security, independence and neu-
trality of Switzerland”. It is currently not 
fulfilling this duty in any way, and has not 
been doing so for some time. Only Som-
maruga’s colleague in the Council, Ueli 
Maurer, recently reminded us in a speech 
that Switzerland must adhere to the prin-
ciple of neutrality also in the Ukraine con-
flict.

“A stable political majority” was need-
ed for the next step “towards Europe”, 
said Sommaruga, i.e. a “clear majority of 
the parties and the economy”. 

The electorate is not included in this 
“stable political majority”. Many an EU 
turbo would prefer the people to not “for-
ever” have the last word in direct-demo-
cratic Switzerland. But the citizens have 
had the last word for a long, long time. 
And that is how it should stay. •

1 The Federal Electricity Commission (ElCom) is 
responsible for monitoring the security of elec-
tricity supply.

2 Humbel, Georg. “Politicians have taken our warn-
ings too little seriously for too long”. Interview 
with Werner Luginbühl. In: NZZ am Sonntag of 
7 August 2022

3 Keystone-SDA. “ElCom head Luginbühl on elec-
tricity shortage: ‘Situation could be managed’”. In: 
Swissinfo of 7 August 2022

4 “Declaration of bankruptcy for Swiss energy strat-
egy”. In: Neue Zürcher Zeitung of 8 August 2022

5 Alabor, Camilla and Marti, Simon. “Sommaruga’s 
electricity saving plan. ‘Heating down in public 
buildings’”. In: SonntagsBlick of 14 August 2022.

6 Vonplon, David; Hosp, Gerald. “André Dosé on 
the energy crisis: ‘People in Switzerland are not 
aware of how dangerous the situation is’”. In: Neue 
Zürcher Zeitung of 6 July 2022

7 Alabor, Camilla and Marti, Simon. “Sommaruga’s 
electricity saving plan. ‘Heating down in public 
buildings’”. In: SonntagsBlick of 14 August 2022.

8 https://www.parlament.ch/de/ratsbetrieb/suche-
curia-vista/geschaeft?AffairId=20210047

9 “Soirée Medias. Speech by Federal Councillor Si-
monetta Sommaruga at an event organised by the 
Association of Swiss Media in Locarno. In: Fed-
eral Council media release of 6 August 2022, (not 
available in English)

”Swiss energy supply …” 
continued from page 7
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It is not easy – it is fair to say – to aban-
don ideological approaches, paradigms and 
concepts that have been hard-won over a 
century in order to understand and embrace 
the new realities of this fast-changing and 
dizzying 21st century. The inertia is huge, 
and finally there is the human factor that 
leads one to remain attached to the old and 
out of this inertial attachment to interpret 
the new with the frame of reference of the 
old, especially if one lives, as we do now, in 
a hard and complex transition process be-
tween the past and the future.

New realities in the 21st century
First of all, we should bear in mind that 
the end of the Cold War was more than 
three decades ago; that, as a result, there 
is no longer a Soviet Union; but that there 
are such remarkable realities as the rise of 
China as a great power; the reconstruction 
of Russia, which, by virtue of its geogra-
phy alone, is a major player in Eurasia; the 
rise of India as an economic and techno-
logical power; the remarkable strength-
ening of Iran despite the war with Iraq 
and draconian US sanctions; the grow-

ing autonomy of Latin America and Af-
rica, which, albeit haltingly, are forging 
paths against their chronic backwardness. 
A world, then, that has little or nothing to 
do with the world of the 20th century, so 
near and yet so far away.

Issues such as anti-colonialism, the 
Non-Aligned Movement, North-South re-
lations or the new international economic 
order that were on the agenda in the second 
half of the 20th century are now issues that 
no one remembers or few can remember. 
It is so, it must be so, because realities are 
different and priorities and agendas are dif-
ferent. New priorities and agendas require 
new theoretical and practical frameworks 
that respond to the great challenges of the 
21st century, including wars.

The multipolar order comes quietly
Let us start with the essential issue of the 
new world order. The world of the Cold 
War world was bipolar. You were either on 
the side of the USA or the USSR, wheth-
er you wanted to be or not, and in the face 
of this bipolarity, Yugoslavia, India and In-
donesia fostered the Non-Aligned Move-
ment, which was decisive between 1960 
and 1988. This world disappeared with 
the USSR and gave way to a multiplicity 
of forces suppressed by the superpowers, 
giving rise to a multipolar society. Like 
so much of human history, this multipo-
lar order was quietly established. Between 
1992 and 2014, the US declared itself a 
global hyper-power and attempted to reor-
der the world according to its ideas of un-
ipolarity through a series of wars of ag-
gression–Yugoslavia, Iraq I, Afghanistan, 
Iraq II, Libya, Syria. The plan failed, and 
in the meantime China and Russia re-en-
tered the world stage with the will to fight 
the US unipolar project. Both powers, to 
the panic of the USA, denied unipolarity 
and created a new global dynamic. A dy-
namic that, unlike the bipolar world, has no 
ideological undertones, as was the case in 
the Cold War. This is a world that is about 
pure power dynamics, something that some 
do not want to understand or accept. In this 
real world, the strategic alliance between 
China and Russia is a case in point. The 
People’s Republic of China is a country 
that, believe it or not, is steeped in com-
munist ideology, and its president, Xi Jin-
ping, has ordered the study of Marxism-
Leninism with Chinese characteristics to 
be intensified. The Russian president, the 
demonised Vladimir Putin, is portrayed as 
far-right in this Atlanticist and Orwellian 
Europe, but he is not. He is a Russian patri-
ot who is rather conservative on sexual is-

sues (like the USSR, let us not forget, and 
like revolutionary Cuba) and whose goal is 
to rebuild Russia, ensure its security and 
regain its status as a global power.

Vital sectors remain  
under state control in Russia

In other areas, particularly in the economic 
and strategic spheres, the Russian state re-
tains control over its vital sectors. The com-
panies that control hydrocarbons, the aer-
ospace industry and infrastructure, among 
others, are state-owned. This etatist trend 
intensified with the sanctions over Crimea 
in 2014 and has received a huge boost with 
the brutal sanctions imposed by the war in 
Ukraine. Interestingly, the flood of Atlan-
tic sanctions is reviving Soviet economic 
models to promote Russia’s economic in-
dependence. Incidentally, Putin announced 
on 18 April that the economic “blitzkrieg” 
against Russia had failed and that a new in-
dustrial era was beginning.

Dogma-free world of the Shanghai  
Cooperation Organisation (SCO)

Russia and China did not ally for ideo-
logical reasons, but for geopolitical, ener-
gy, trade and strategic reasons. For sim-
ilar reasons, the Shanghai Cooperation 
Organisation (SCO), almost unknown in 
the West, was founded in June 2001 and 
is the most vibrant expression of this plu-
ralistic 21st century.

The SCO brings together a wide range 
of countries and governments: China, Ka-
zakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Russia, Tajikistan, 
Uzbekistan, India, Pakistan and, from 
September 2022, Iran. China points out 
that “the SCO follows the principle of 
non-alignment and does not direct its ac-
tivities against any other country or or-
ganisation. It does not seek to divide the 
world into different camps or incite ide-
ological prejudice or hatred against third 
parties.” The SCO could be a foretaste 
of the multipolar, dogma-free world that 
is emerging. In the SCO, marxist, social 
democratic, islamic, nationalist and unde-
fined ideas coexist, driven by the desire to 
have a forum for equitable dialogue.

Important forums  
without USA and Europe

To the SCO should be added the BRICS 
forum (Brazil, Russia, India, China and 
South Africa) and the RIC format (Rus-
sia, India, China) to get a better idea of 
what exists and moves in forums without 
a US or European presence, forums that 

continued on page 10

Multipolarity versus  
neo-imperialism and the misguided left

by Augusto Zamora Rodríguez

Augusto Zamora Rodríguez was a pro-
fessor of international law and interna-
tional relations at the Universidad Au-
tónoma de Madrid as well as a lecturer 
at the National Autonomous University 
of Nicaragua and a visiting professor at 
various universities in Europe and Latin 
America. Zamora was Nicaragua’s am-
bassador to Spain. From 1979 to 1990, 
he was legal director of the Nicaragu-
an Ministry of Foreign Affairs. He rep-
resented Nicaragua in the case against 
the USA before the International Court 
of Justice for the Contra War and par-
ticipated in numerous diplomatic mis-
sions. He is the author of “Malditos lib-
ertadores”, “Política y geopolítica para 
rebeldes, irreverentes y escépticos” and 
“Réquiem polifónico por Occidente” 
and writes regularly for various news-
papers, such as Público.
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nevertheless bring together countries rep-
resenting 50 % of the world’s population 
and 30 % of the world’s GDP. From these 
three forums, the non-Western countries 
have worked to create a multipolar order.

Opposing the SCO countries are the 
US and its NATO partners, determined 
to maintain a world system based on 
US maritime and military hegemony. To 
achieve this goal, the US has been work-
ing for years to build a network of military 
alliances that will enable it to impose its 
hegemony to the detriment of China, Rus-
sia and Iran. Almost all US foreign poli-
cy from 2014 to the present, with particu-
lar emphasis since 2018, has been aimed 
at building a military wall around Russia 
and China. Against Russia it has NATO 
and against China the US-Japan-Aus-
tralia axis, with smaller partners such as 
the UK, South Korea and the Philippines 
(though the role of the Philippines is du-
bious). Against Iran, it has promoted the 
Saudi Arabia-Israel axis, which has more 
pricks than real stings, because no one 
knows what would really happen if Israel 
went to war against Islam again.

Atlantic front of  
the USA and encirclement of China

It is the bellicose reaction of the USA to 
the efforts of the Eurasian powers to create 
a new model of international society that 
has led to the situation we are witnessing 

today. Anyone who tries to interpret or un-
derstand the situation in Ukraine without 
this framework will not understand what is 
at stake. The war in Ukraine is a reaction 
to the US and NATO plan to encircle Rus-
sia and suffocate it in its territory, what we 
have called the US Atlantic Front. It is now 
known that the US has invested more than 
$ 500 million in training the Ukrainian 
army as an Atlantic force against Russia.

A more dangerous process is being pur-
sued by the US against China, with the arm-
ing of Japan and the constant supply of 
weapons to Taiwan, as well as maintain-
ing a permanent naval presence off China. 
So much so that China criticised the US for 
conducting more than 100 military manoeu-
vres in the China Sea in 2021, an average 
of nine military manoeuvres per month. US 
military doctrine envisages establishing a 
maritime encirclement against China in the 
event of a conflict (similar to the military 
encirclement established by NATO against 
Russia) in order to damage the Chinese 
economy as much as possible (even more 
radical than NATO’s strategy against the 
Russian economy). All this can be read in 
official US documents. China has respond-
ed by building a navy of 350 ships, the most 
powerful in the world, and plans to expand 
it to more than 400 ships by 2030.

The majority of the left  
is rooted in the 20th century

Faced with the realities of today’s world, 
there are no clear ideas on the left, since it 
is a world that confronts us with absolutely 

new challenges, completely different from 
the framework created with the Bolshevik 
Revolution and the Cold War. There are no 
clear ideas, above all because the major-
ity of the left is rooted in the 20th century 
and, and from that anchoring in the past, 
has problems dealing with the present.

The crisis in Ukraine, in this sense, is 
quite a test. Not a few have understood the 
Russian invasion as that of a 20th century 
model “imperialist” country against a poor 
“natural brother” of Afghanistan. A sim-
plistic and unfortunate view that seeks to 
explain a 21st century geopolitical episode 
in terms of 20th century parameters. We 
have called the war in Ukraine the first ge-
opolitical war of the 21st century because 
we understand it as such. Russia is not try-
ing to grab minerals, energy resources or 
anything like that. Russia is seeking se-
curity, in the oldest understanding of that 
term. Security from NATO advancing on 
its borders; security from the threat of an 
Atlanticist Ukraine; security from being 
forced into a nuclear attack. For thirty 
years, Russia has demanded security guar-
antees, that were always denied. What was 
known has come to pass. If NATO did not 
give security guarantees, Russia would 
take them. A war could have been avoid-
ed, and NATO did not want that.

(If you have any doubts about Ukraine, 
consider the possibility that Ukraine is a 
country held hostage by an alliance be-
tween the corrupt ruling caste and the US 

”Multipolarity versus neo-imperialism …’” 
continued from page 9

You do not read about it in Western media. For example: Roundtable discussion at the Secretariat of the  
Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO) on the constitutional reform in Uzbekistan on 5 August 2022.  

(Picture eng.sectsco.org)

continued on page 12
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continued on page 12

In two important aspects, the German 
power elites are currently reminiscent of 
the Ancien Régime before the French and 
the Tsarist rule before the Russian Rev-
olution: arrogance and denial of reali-
ty. This cannot be in the interests of the 
country’s citizens. Protests are expected 
in autumn.

Germany is not facing a “revolution”. But 
already now various German politicians1, 
offices for the protection of the constitu-
tion of the federal states2 and “scientists” 
from foundations close to the government3 
are warning that the continuing price in-
creases of many products of daily life, 
the enormous price increases for gas and 
electricity and the expected further con-
sequences of the energy shortage would 
very likely lead to a hot autumn with mas-
sive protests. Indeed, surveys (see box) 
speak of a great willingness to protest. 
The German power elites are already pub-
licly counteracting. They claim that the 
coming protests will be abused by “right-
wing populist” and “right-wing extremist” 
forces for subversive goals. That is meant 
to be the inducement to react, most like-
ly not in a manner that is open for talks.

But now that a prominent East German 
member of parliament from the Die Linke 
has called for protests, the classification 
as “right-wing” is losing its argumentative 
force. The current approach seems to be to 
minimise the possibility of significant pro-
tests, also by avoiding to talk about them 
at all (see box). “Security experts” recom-
mending precisely that are quoted – as in 
Der Spiegel of 20 August 2022.

The citizens’ displeasure is justified
What can be done in this situation? 

Should there really be politically sig-
nificant protests in Germany in the com-
ing autumn and winter, the resentment 
underlying such protests would be justi-
fied. For, unlike the German government 
which is doing everything it can to blame 
Russia for the enormous inflation, ener-
gy price and energy volume problems – 
once again in a press release of 4 August 
on the so-called “Gasumlage” (gas levy) 
for all gas customers4 decided for 1 Octo-
ber 2022 – many citizens realise that the 
problems mentioned are largely home-
made or owing to the submission to the 
“ally” USA. 

The expected gas shortage5 as well as 
the already exorbitantly increased and fur-
ther rising gas and electricity prices are, 
among other things, the result of German 
and EU-European energy and energy price 
policies of the past years. Added to this is 

the German and EU-European sanctions 
policy against Russia. Jens Berger from 
the German Nachdenkseiten has written 
an article on this that is worth reading.6 
But also on the website of Thomas Röper 
(Anti-Spiegel), a German living in Russia, 
there are some articles presenting impor-
tant facts and easily comprehensible ar-
guments.7 Official Russian statements on 
the subject, such as those of the Russian 
embassy in Berlin, should not be immedi-
ately dismissed as propaganda.8 Last but 
not least, some responsible persons in EU 
states, not only in Hungary9, but also East 
German politicians like the Prime Min-
ister of Saxony, Michael Kretschmer10, 
are realising that the current sanctions 
policy is a dead end which creates seri-
ous damage on the EU states themselves. 
Even German television magazines such 
as the business magazine Plusminus have 
broadcast programmes questioning the 
claim that Russia is solely to blame for 
the whole electricity and gas misery: Ger-
many, for example, is still supplying some 
EU states with a large amount of electric-
ity produced in German gas-fired power 
plants, despite insufficiently filled gas 
storage facilities.11

Therefore, it would be fully under-
standable, even desirable, for millions of 
Germans to publicly voice their opinion 
next autumn. Not only protest against the 
massive financial burdens, but also ex-
press what many of them want: an end to 
the war in Ukraine as soon as possible; an 

immediate end to all war crimes there; an 
end to German arms deliveries to Ukraine; 
German pressure on the government of 
Ukraine to resume serious negotiations 
with Russia; a peace settlement respect-
ing the security interests of all European 
countries, including those of Russia; an 
end to German sanctions against Russia; 
an opening of North Stream 2 so that suf-
ficient gas can flow to Germany and Eu-
rope as quickly as possible.12

Political realism and political ethics
Protesters should exercise political real-
ism. Can we expect the German power 
elites to respond to the demands of the cit-
izens? Hardly in the short term. Is the pro-
test therefore pointless? No, it is not! If the 
protest is more than an “event”, a “hap-
pening”, a gathering of “angry citizens”; 
if it is preceded by intensive reflection and 
thorough discussions, if the protests them-
selves testify to an upright walk and seri-
ous debate, to an orientation towards the 
common good, then they can also radiate 
to the citizens who have so far remained 
on the side lines.

Of course, it is to be expected that pro-
tests will be abused: by political hotheads, 
but also by the power elites and their ser-
vices. However, this will be all the less ef-
fective the more everyone who takes part 
in such protests with an honest concern 
is aware of his or her responsibility. The 

The coming autumn and winter in Germany
How to deal with the home-made energy debacle

by Karl-Jürgen Müller

Demonstrating against high  
energy prices? – What is fiction? What is truth?

“Almost every second German citizen 
wants to take to the streets when it 
comes to demonstrations because of 
high energy prices. According to a re-
cent survey by the opinion research in-
stitute INSA, 44 percent of all respond-
ents said they would ‘certainly or very 
probably take part in demonstrations 
against the high energy prices’. [...] 
However, of all respondents overall, 
50 per cent also rejected taking part in 
demonstrations. […]

In other countries, protests against 
rising food and energy prices have al-
ready begun. Most recently, there were 
clashes between police and demonstra-
tors close to the yellow vest movement 
in France. […]

In the Netherlands, farmers have 
been protesting the government for 
weeks, and there have been repeated 
violent clashes with the police. The au-
thorities are cracking down. […]

Meanwhile, farmers in Spain, Italy 
and Poland have also joined the mass 
protests. […]

In Italy, farmers recently blocked 
traffic in Milan with a convoy of trac-
tors. People also took to the streets in 
other Italian cities including the capital 
Rome. ‘We are not slaves, we are farm-
ers’, the demonstrators chanted. Many 
Italian farmers are struggling to make 
ends meet.”
www. berliner-zeitung.de of 20 July 2022

“For the time being, Scholz is not wor-
ried that Germany could really face an 
escalation due to the energy crisis and 
the associated rising prices: ‘I do not be-
lieve that there will be unrest [...] in this 
country, and that is because Germany is 
a welfare state,’ said the chancellor. ‘In 
this situation the welfare state must be 
effective by clearly stating that nobody 
will be left alone.’”

www.fr.de of 11 August 2022
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experience of many years has shown that 
there are many forms of successful pro-
tests, that people can successfully defend 
themselves against excessive power pol-
itics. With a sense of responsibility and 
community, creativity also grows.

Germany deserves a change in politics 
– and it is to be wished for the country 
that the citizens of the country take their 
fate more into their own hands. So that the 
country can be better off in the foreseeable 
future. •
1 for example: https://www.faz.net/aktuell/poli-

tik/inland/faeser-warnt-vor-protesten-wegen-ho-
her-energiepreise-18179489.html#void of 17 July 
2022; in an article of 9 August 2022, however, the 
German Minister of the Interior Faeser (SPD) rela-
tivised her statements of July: https://www.nau.ch/

news/europa/innenministerin-faeser-glaube-nicht-
an-wutburger-66239615. The German Minister of 
Foreign Affairs Annalena Baerbock had already 
warned of a German “popular uprising”, but later 
also relativised this.

2 for example: https://www.deutschlandfunk.de/
brandenburgs-verfassungsschutz-warnt-vor-ex-
tremisten-100.html of 6 August 2022.

3 for example: https://www.deutschlandfunk.de/in-
terview-mit-dieter-rucht-protestforscher-zu-droht-
ein-heisser-herbst-dlf-b56e1536-100.html of 10 
August 2022

4 https://www.bundesregierung.de/breg-de/themen/
klimaschutz/gaspreisanpassung-umlage-2068832 
of 4 August 2022

5 cf. https://www.nachdenkseiten.de/?p=86817 of 
11 August 2022

6 https://www.nachdenkseiten.de/?p=86619 of 5 
August 2022

7 for example: https://www.anti-spiegel.ru/2022/
der-medienhype-um-die-selbst-verursachte-
gaskrise/ of 26 July 2022 or https://www.anti-
spiegel.ru/2022/kosten-hintergruende-profiteure-
was-bedeutet-die-gasumlage/ of 9 August 2022

8 https://russische-botschaft.ru/de/2022/08/11/
kommentar-der-botschaft-zu-gaslieferungen-aus-
russland/ of 11 August 2022

9 https://www.berliner-zeitung.de/news/viktor-or-
ban-eu-hat-sich-mit-russland-sanktionen-in-die-
eigene-lunge-geschossen-li.247156 of 15 July 2022

10  https://www.zeit.de/politik/deutschland/2022-07/
michael-kretschmer-ukraine-sanktionen-inflation 
of  27 July 2022

11 https://www.ardmediathek.de/video/plusmi-
nus/teurer-strom-wieso-kraftwerksbe-
treiber-gerade-kein-gas-sparen/das-erste/
Y3JpZDovL2Rhc2Vyc3RlLmRlL3BsdXNtaW51cy-
81ZWI1NGFlZi1mNTYwLTRhOTYtYTFhZC02Zm-
JjZjc3ZmY4MWE of 20 July 2022

12 Current poll figures from the research institute 
Forsa indicate that a large proportion of respond-
ents in Germany are in favour of opening Nord 
Stream 2. However, the various figures available 
vary between 39 and 63 percent in favour of such 
an opening. However, anyone who publicly advo-
cates an opening of Nord Stream 2, such as the 
FDP politician Wolfgang Kubicki or the left-wing 
politician Sarah Wagenknecht, is put in the media 
pillory.

”The coming autumn …” 
continued from page 11

– something we know all too well in Latin 
America – and that the real liberation of 
that country would be to adopt a neutral 
status and to demilitarise. It would lose 
nothing: it would gain. Austria and Fin-
land have been neutral and have done very 
well. Not spending on armaments has the 
great advantage that the money can be 
spent on social investment and develop-
ment. Guns or butter. And one must not 
forget that it is in the interest of the USA 
to prolong the war. Not in the interest of 
Europe: then it is a ruin).

Washington has tasted blood
Similarly, the US is eager to undermine 
China’s security and, with its attitude, is 
pushing the country towards war. For this 
reason, China has approved the largest 
military budget in its history to counter 
the US plan to build a Pacific front that 
will enable them to suffocate and ruin 
China. This is to point out that there is a 
US plan for global hegemony stretching 
from Alaska to the Indian Ocean, from 
the Middle East to the Arctic Ocean, and 

that the EU/NATO is fully committed to 
this plan for global hegemony.

In case anyone doubts what we have 
written here, please refer to the following 
paragraph from the Chinese Communist 
Party’s Global Times entitled “Washing-
ton’s geopolitical appetite has been grow-
ing”, published in its 18 April 2022 issue.

“More dangerously, Washington, 
which has tasted blood in the Ukraine 
crisis, has an urge to take this approach 
global. People see that Washington is 
trying to make the most of the Russia-
Ukraine conflict by linking it to the In-
do-Pacific situation. On one hand, the US 
is proactively making NATO look east-
ward. On the other hand, it is sparing no 
efforts to make waves in the Asia-Pacif-
ic. The US has invited, for the first time, 
Japanese and South Korean foreign min-
isters to NATO foreign ministers’ meet-
ings, tried to rope Japan into AUKUS 
and intensified its political manipulation 
on the Taiwan question. Indulging in ex-
treme geopolitical games, Washington 
is increasingly becoming the origin of 
chaos and wars – this should be watched 
and guarded against by all.”

Left whereto?
Faced with such a plan, how should the 
left position itself? NATO yes? War 
against China? Given that the EU/NATO 
has agreed to actively integrate itself into 
the hegemonic policy of the USA, does 
everyone stand idly by? No one to con-
front governments and hold them account-
able for policies that could lead us directly 
into a terrible global conflict? Should Eu-
rope die for the USA? Is anyone out there 
in the left universe who even understands 
what is going on and what is at stake? Or 
is it easier to join the herd and get back 
at Putin, evil Russia, kill the Russians 
and we, the good little boys, parrot the 
slogans from the Pentagon? That, that’s 
all? To let the world die for an outdated 
and impossible imperial dream leading to 
World War III? No one for a new Europe-
an–not American–security order? Or all 
are servants of Uncle Sam waving stars 
and stripes?

Nothing else? •
Source: https://blogs.publico.es/otrasmira-
das/58947/multipolaridad-vs-neoimperialismo-y-
la-izquierda-extraviada/ of 21 April 2022

(Translation Current Concerns)

”Multipolarity versus neo-imperialism …’” 
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continued on page 14

So far as I can make out, the Armed Forc-
es of Ukraine are losing their war against 
the Russian intervention. So far as I can 
make out, the AFU has been losing it 
more or less from the start of hostilities 
on February 24. So far as I can make out, 
the Ukrainian forces are heading toward 
a decisive defeat with ever mounting mo-
mentum. So far as I can make out, they 
grow increasingly desperate as this out-
come becomes more evident, their con-
duct increasingly condemnable.

I should not have to begin my sentences 
on this topic with “so far as I can make 
out.” But so far as I can make out, I must 
– as must all who make the effort to un-
derstand events on the ground in Ukraine 
as they are.

Ukraine conflict: Irreparable damage 
to media and public discourse

If the Ukraine conflict has plunged the 
world into a geopolitical crisis, as I think 
it fair to say, it is not the only crisis it 
has precipitated. American media were 
in crisis well before Russian troops and 
artillery crossed Ukraine’s eastern fron-
tier, but the war that has since proceed-
ed has caused our newspapers and broad-
casters to inflict damage on themselves 
that I begin to think is irreparable.

It is somewhat the same in the mat-
ter of our public discourse altogether. 

The volume of foul litter now lying on 
America’s village green sends those still 
walking through it into a state of “head-
spinning disorientation” – a phrase I just 
read in a piece by the estimable Alistair 
Crooke.1 There is at least a chance, the 
optimist in me insists, that this damage 
can be undone – the media problem being 
of another order.

To put Crooke’s remark in context, the 
retired British diplomat and founder of 
Conflict Forum in Beirut was comment-
ing on a remarkably forthright opinion 
piece2 carried in the August 1 editions of 
the ordinarily starchy “Daily Telegraph”, 
to the effect that the Western post-democ-
racies (my term) are now governed by 
“an elite that has become unhinged from 
the real world.”

“Disinformation labels”
“Yes,” Crooke replies, “the Western 
sphere has become so prone to a ‘head-
spinning’ disorientation (as was intend-
ed), through the constant rain of disinfor-
mation labels, stuck haphazardly across 
anything critical of the ‘uniform messag-
ing,’ and by outrageous, obvious lying, 
that a majority in the Western world has 
begun to question their own and sur-
rounding levels of sanity.”

I cannot but relate the dire circum-
stance Crooke and the Telegraph con-
tributor depict to the accelerating spiral 
we see in our media and our public space 
since the Ukraine crisis erupted into open 
conflict. My head spins, indeed, at the 
spectacle of media coverage this poor 
and the extent to which it has stupefied 
the reading and viewing public.

Amnesty International’s report…
Let us consider a couple of the many im-
portant events that occurred last week.

On Thursday, 4 August, Amnesty In-
ternational published a report headlined, 
“Ukrainian fighting tactics endanger civil-
ians.”3 Here are its lead paragraphs. I will 
quote at length to avert any suggestion that 
I am in the take-it-out-of-context game:

“s‘Ukrainian forces have put civilians 
in harm’s way by establishing bases and 
operating weapons systems in populat-
ed residential areas, including in schools 

and hospitals, as they repelled the Rus-
sian invasion that began in February’, 
Amnesty International said today.

Such tactics violate international hu-
manitarian law and endanger civilians, as 
they turn civilian objects into military tar-
gets. The ensuing Russian strikes in pop-
ulated areas have killed civilians and de-
stroyed civilian infrastructure.

‘We have documented a pattern of 
Ukrainian forces putting civilians at risk 
and violating the laws of war when they 
operate in populated areas,’ said Agnès 
Callamard, Amnesty International’s Sec-
retary General.

Being in a defensive position does not 
exempt the Ukrainian military from re-
specting international humanitarian law.”

Documented: AI has documents sup-
porting these assertions. As is evident in 
this opening passage, the report was also 
damning of some of the tactics the Rus-
sian military applies in Ukraine. I get 
the impression of a conscious effort to 
achieve balance.

… and the raging reaction  
of Western commentators

To say Amnesty belched in chapel is to 
put the case too mildly. A rage erupted 
among Western commentators and, natu-
rally, Ukrainian officials. This report was 
a disgraceful breach, we read. The head 
of AI’s Kyiv office resigned, asserting, 
“This study became a tool of Russian 
propaganda.” Gary Kasparov, chair of 
the Human Rights Foundation, weighed 
in gracefully: “Amnesty International 
can go to hell for this garbage.” Gary did 
better at chess.

The caker in all this was AI’s response 
to the uproar on 7 August. “Amnesty In-
ternational deeply regrets the distress and 
anger that our press release on the Ukrain-
ian military’s fighting tactics has caused,” 
it said in an email sent to Reuters. 

What do we have here,  
and what don’t we have?

We do not have an apology from AI – 
close but not quite. We do not have any 
kind of retraction, either. And we do not 

“So far as I can make out …”
On the truthfulness of Western media coverage  

of the Ukraine conflict – a critical analysis
by Patrick Lawrence

Patrick Lawrence is a writer, commen-
tator, a longtime newspaper and mag-
azine correspondent abroad for many 
years, chiefly for the “International 
Herald Tribune”. He is a columnist, es-
sayist, author and lecturer and writes 
often on Europe and Asia. Patrick Law-
rence has published five books; his 
most recent book is Time No Longer: 
Americans After the American Cen-
tury. His Twitter account @thefloutist 
has been permanently censored with-
out explanation. His web site is pat-
ricklawrence.us. Support his work via 
his Patreon site. 

(picture ma)

“I simply cannot recognise the profession I had made mine, 
back when it was worthy of the effort, dedication, occasion-
al heartache, and all the rest it required of those in it.”
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have any substantive refutation of the AI 
report. Nobody went anywhere near that. 

We have more or less open asser-
tions that an organisation that operates 
in public space sinned when it acted 
with some semblance of the disinterest 
a sound society requires of such organi-
sations. Most nongovernmental organisa-
tions such as AI – Human Rights Watch 
is another prominent example – long ago 
abandoned this principle in the service 
of fortifying Western orthodoxies. Such 
is the pollution of our public commons. 
At the same time, there appears to be 
considerable dissension in these organ-
isations, the divide running roughly be-
tween field workers and executive-lev-
el managers concerned with ideological 
conformity. I count this a factor in the 
case at issue.

Creeping decay in the public sphere
The shock implicit in the denunciations 
hurled at AI derives from the fact that 
Amnesty International is, internal dis-
sension notwithstanding, as compro-
mised as most other Western NGOs and 
customarily conducts itself according-
ly. To express regret for having made 
people mad and stressed in the course 
of doing, for once, its proper job was 
wholly inappropriate – a measure, in my 
view, of the creeping decay in our pub-
lic sphere.

Bad to worse. Subsequent to AI’s we-
regret-we-upset-you note, the organisa-
tion announced an investigation into the 
report to discover “what went wrong.” In-
excusable.

One other useful point here. The AI 
report confirms what the paying-atten-
tion among us have read of since the start 
of hostilities: The AFU has indeed made 
cynical use of civilian locations and the 
occupants as shields. All we have read 
in our corporate media reports are the 
Ukrainians’ incessant denials.

CBS on illegal arms sales …
I come to the case of CBS and its re-

port Friday, 5 August, that some 70 per-
cent of the weaponry and matériel the 
U.S. and its European allies send to 
Ukraine never reaches the AFU. It is di-
verted, we can safely assume, into a vast 
black market for illicit arms sales.

Safely assume: I have had it since 
shortly after the 2014 coup, from sound 
Kyiv sources and international business 
executives with interests in Ukraine, that 
Ukraine, among the world’s most cor-
rupt nations according to Transparency 
International, is the world’s largest il-
legal arms market by some magnitudes. 
A number of American legislators, nota-

bly Victoria Spartz, an Indiana Repub-
lican and the first Ukrainian-born legis-
lator elected to Congress, have been for 
months calling for the U.S. to monitor the 
distribution of the weaponry it is sending 
across the Polish border to Ukraine.

CBS did some good leg work and 
brought us up to date: It is the mess 
Spartz and others have suspected since 
the flow of guns began. The network 
had some good sources. And, after all, 
we have been able to read here and 
there about this filthy business for many 
months.

… and its “updating”
No, senior Ukrainian officials protested 
rudely and loudly in response to Spartz’s 
proposal. Monitoring the distribution of 
Western arms will add “another layer of 
bureaucratization” and so cause critical 
delays in shipments. As to CBS, it got 
roughly the same treatment as AI. There 
was no substantive denial of the prob-
lem, only outrage that the network had 
reported what it found and thus served 
the cause badly.

Once again, the pitiful part: On Sun-
day, 7 August, CBS deleted the segment, 
explaining that it will review it and re-
publish at a later date. It has since repub-
lished the segment, having softened it in 
response to complaints – this by CBS’s 
admission – from Ukrainian officials. 
This is called “updating” these days.

To be clear once again: CBS did not 
retract the assertions in the piece. It sim-
ply said things have got better lately – 
which is the Ukrainian argument. 

I simply cannot recognise the pro-
fession I had made mine, back when it 
was worthy of the effort, dedication, oc-
casional heartache, and all the rest it re-
quired of those in it.

Portugal 1975 – experiences  
of a young foreign correspondent

Speaking of which.
My first outing as a correspondent 

abroad was in Portugal in 1975, shortly 
after the Revolution of Carnations, when 
a group of principled army officers over-
threw the 50 –year dictatorship of Mar-
celo Caetano. I was filing to a small in-
dependent weekly with offices in a loft 
off Union Square in Manhattan. I was 
young, green, and reliably making a mis-
take a day.

But Lisbon was my classroom. And 
one of the lessons I came home with was 
how correspondents ought to conduct 
themselves in matters of politics when 
covering others.

All correspondents bring their politics 
with them, as I did in Portugal. This is a 
natural thing, a good thing, an affirma-
tion of their engaged, civic selves not at 
all to be regretted. The task is to manage 

your politics in accord with your profes-
sional responsibilities, the unique place 
correspondents occupy in public space. 
There can be no confusing journalism 
and activism. You do your best to keep 
your biases, political proclivities, preju-
dices, and what have you out of the files 
you send your foreign desk. It takes dis-
cipline and ordered priorities.

Serving the National Security State
We are not getting this from the Western 
correspondents reporting in Ukraine for 
mainstream media. You may associate 
the error of mistaking journalism for ac-
tivism with independent publications, and 
fair enough – to a point. It happens. The 
truth here is that almost all mainstream 
journalists reporting from Ukraine are 
guilty of this – and I am this far from 
editing out my “almost.” They are effec-
tively activists in the cause of the Ameri-
can national security state, its campaign 
against Russia, and Washington’s latter-
day effort to defend its primacy.

Mainstream correspondents then …
I made a study over many years of the 
notable foreign correspondents of the 
second half of the last century. Martha 
Gellhorn on the Spanish Civil War. Joe 
Liebling on the Second World War in Eu-
rope. Ernie Pyle, for heaven’s sake. Ber-
nard Fall on the last days of the French in 
Indochina. The best of the Vietnam cor-
respondents reporting for the American 
dailies and wires. The inimitable Wilfred 
Burchett, who distinguished himself as 
the only Western correspondent to to re-
port Vietnam from the North.

They walked to and fro behind and 
along front lines, these people. They got 
dirt under their fingernails. They showed 
us maps with lots of arrows on them. 
They reported the daily progress of the 
war with the names of unfamiliar towns 
in their pieces.

We get none of this from the main-
stream correspondents in Ukraine. Why?

… and now
It would be easy to say they have no 
guts and no commitment to the profes-
sion. This may be the case among some 
or many or all of them. Here is my more 
salient answer: They are not allowed to 
cover this conflict at close range. Their 
foreign editors do not want them to and 
the Ukrainians will not let them. Neither 
wants daily reports of a slow march to 
defeat. Better to keep it broad and blurry 
and spotty. Lots of anecdotes featuring 
helpless victims, and Russian atrocities 
by the bale – none of which the corre-
spondents reporting them actually wit-
nessed. 

continued on page 15

”‘So far as I can make out …’” 
continued from page 13
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Better, most of all, to rely solely on 
what Ukrainian officials and military of-
ficers tell you and let you see and what 
Western intelligence officials pretend to 
confirm. This, to me, is the disgraceful 
abrogation of duty that makes me won-
der if mainstream media can ever step 
back from their out-and-out embrace of 
the role they have assumed as propagan-
dists. Do not pretend to shock. This has 
been going on a long time. Ukraine sim-
ply marks a swoon too far in my estima-
tion.

“Logically impossible junk”:  
The detention center in Donbas  

and the nuclear power plant
A Russian detention center in the Don-
bass is shelled and 50 odd Ukrainian pris-
oners are killed. We are asked to believe 
that Russian forces shelled their own 
holding camp for reasons unexplained. 
When we later learn the Russians were 
releasing, just before the shelling began, 
videos of the prisoners recounting the 
orders of commanding officers to torture 
any captured Russians, raising the ques-
tion of war crimes at high levels, we are 
told this has nothing to do with it.

As we speak, we are asked to believe 
Russians are shelling a nuclear power 
plant their own troops have guarded since 
March. Here I lose the plot entirely. 

One day last week we read that Rus-
sian forces are cynically sheltering in the 
plant on the thought that the Ukrainians 
cannot send rockets into it – too danger-
ous. The next day we read that the Rus-
sians are themselves shelling the power 
plant they were, one day earlier, report-
ed to be sheltering in. There is only one 
plausible explanation for this: The cor-
respondents reporting this logically im-
possible junk are not there and rely on 
Ukrainian accounts; these accounts dif-
fer one day to the next, one official to the 
next.

So the files sent to the foreign desk are 
a dog’s dinner, as the English say. And 
we are left with “So far as I can make 
out …”

I would say I feel sorry for these cor-
respondents, but this is only partly true. 
It is too bad they have come of age as the 
mainstream of the profession collapses 
into propaganda and advocacy and their 
tours abroad have come to such an un-
dignified business. I would weep tears of 

anger had this happened to me. But the 
alternative is to refuse and, if it comes 
to it, quit an enterprise a serious corre-
spondent should have no part in.

Eva Bartlett: Reports from  
the other side – a third alternative

A remarkable piece of work came across 
last week. It suggests a third alternative.

Eva Bartlett, a Canadian correspond-
ent, reminds me of Wilfred Burchett in 
a way: She reports from “the other side” 
and has no use for anybody’s orthodox-
ies. She did this to effect in Syria, and 
before that in the Palestinians territo-
ries. Earlier in the Ukraine conflict, she 
traveled to a site nine miles outside Mar-
iupol where it was widely reported the 
Russians had dug and filled a mass grave 
with – get set for this – 9,000 Ukrainians. 
This is a lot of Ukrainians to bury all at 
once. But all the big dailies, never stop-
ping to think things through, went with 
the story Ukrainian officials gave them. 
Nine thousand it was.

No mass grave, Bartlett found. Her 
piece featured interviews with local of-
ficials and witnesses, video segments, 
photographs. She found an orderly, un-
disturbed cemetery with orderly, undis-
turbed grave markers. She showed us 
pictures of same. She spoke to the grave-
diggers, who were mystified by the re-
ports of a mass grave.

Two weeks ago Bartlett reported from 
Donetsk City on a shower of bombs that 
dropped thousands of tiny, lethal mines 
all over the city4. RT ran the piece. It is 

another close-in, on-the-ground piece. 
Her report carried the headline, “The 
West is silent as Ukraine targets civil-
ians in Donetsk using banned ‘butterfly’ 
mines.”

Bartlett was careful to say the evi-
dence points to Ukraine while staying 
short of a conclusion. The Ukrainians, 
once again, insist the Russians are cul-
pable: This time we are asked to believe 
they have mined a city under the control 
of their Donetsk Republic allies.

I mention Eva Bartlett’s piece because, 
apart from its immediate topic, it is a re-
minder of what foreign correspondents 
are supposed to do. They are supposed to 
walk around, to talk to people they meet 
– altogether, to be there and report what 
they see, not what someone else tells 
them they saw.

It was bittersweet to read that piece 
next to the other reports I mention here. 
All the profession could be, all that it 
isn’t – so far as I can make out. •

1 https://southfront.org/the-masque-of-pandora/
2 https://www.telegraph.co.uk/

news/2022/08/01/catastrophic-ener-
gy-crisis-will-fuel-revolt-against-failed-
elites/?WT.mc_id=e_DM15762&WT.
tsrc=email&etype=Edi_FAM_New_
ES&utmsource=email&utm_medium=Edi_FAM_
New_ES20220802&utm_campaign=DM15762

3 https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2022/08/
ukraine-ukrainian-fighting-tactics-endanger-civil-
ians/

4 https://www.rt.com/russia/560020-donetsk-but-
terfly-mines-geneva-conventions/

Source: Original to ScheerPost of 11 August 2022. 
With kind permission of the author.

”‘So far as I can make out’” 
continued from page 14
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ts. He is considered to be one of the greats 
in intelligence. He trained commanders in 
the US armed forces, worked for the Na-
tional Defence University and the RAND 
Corporation on security and national de-
fence issues. In 1996, he founded the pri-
vate “intelligence corporation” Stratfor in 
Austin, Texas, which deals with securi-
ty issues, geopolitics, and strategic fore-
casting, according to the entry on George 
Friedman on Wikipedia. Friedman, who 
came from a Jewish family that survived 
the Holocaust, had fled Hungary for Vien-
na in 1949, then to the United States. He 
studied at City College of the City Uni-
versity of New York and earned his doc-
torate at Cornell University, then taught 
and conducted research as a professor of 
political science in Carlisle, Pennsylvania. 

Friedman became well-known for his 
unequivocal, clear statements on the world 
situation, which often differ disturbing-

ly distinct from the propagandistically 
veiled. This also applies to the following 
statements on the relationship between the 
USA and Russia, the USA and Germany, 
and Germany and Russia. Since they are 
not irrelevant for an understanding of to-
day’s world situation, some of his esti-
mates are reproduced here. They are taken 
from a lecture in Chicago in 2015.

In it, Friedman reveals what has “for 
centuries scared the hell out of the United 
States [!]”: the primordial fear of a merg-
ing of “German technology and German 
capital” with “Russian natural resources, 
Russian manpower.”

That is why, he says, the US goal is to 
create a “cordon sanitaire” around Russia. 
“Russia knows it. Russia believes that the 
United States intends to break the Russian 
Federation.” And by quoting a Peter Law-
rie “… we don’t want to kill you, we just 
want to hurt you a little bit.” He continued, 
“… the primordial interest of the United 
States over which for a century we have 
fought war […] has been the relationship 
between Germany and Russia, because 
united they are the only force that could 
threaten us.”

The US controlled all the oceans of the 
world like no power before had done that: 
“Because of that we get to invade people 
and they don’t get to invade us; it’s a very 
nice thing.” 

Maintaining control of that space, he 
said, is the basis of US hegemony. The 
British, he said, led the way: to remain the 
unchallenged naval power, they managed 
to “make sure the Europeans were at each 
other’s throats.” 

Balance of power was then euphemis-
tically referred to in the history books. 
“The policy that I would recommend is 

the one that Ronald Reagan adopted to-
ward Iran and Iraq. He funded both sides 
so they would fight each other, and not 
fight us. This was cynical, it was certainly 
not moral, it worked, and this is the point. 
The United States cannot occupy Eurasia.” 

As for Ukraine, Friedmann said in 
this 2015 interview, the Russians “must 
have at least a neutral Ukraine, not a pro-
Western Ukraine.” “… whoever can tell 
me what the Germans are gonna do…”, 
he said, “… unfortunately the Germans 
haven’t made up their mind, and this is the 
problem of Germany always. Enormous-
ly economically powerful, geopolitically 
very fragile”.

If you search for corresponding infor-
mation on the official website of NATO, 
you will find the following entry, support-
ing Friedman’s views. it should give not 
only the allegedly geopolitically fragile 
German citizens to think about. Entitled 
“Lord Ismay”, it says: “Lord Hastings Li-
onel Ismay was NATO’s first Secretary 
General, a position he was initially re-
luctant to accept. By the end of his ten-
ure however, Ismay had become the big-
gest advocate of the organisation he had 
famously said earlier on in his political 
career, was created to ‘keep the Soviet 
Union out, the Americans in, and the Ger-
mans down.’” •

Sources:
https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/George_
Friedman#cite_note-6
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QeLu_yyz3tc 
(long version interview)
https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=gcj8xN2UDKc (short version interview)
https://worldview.stratfor.com/
https://www.nato.int/cps/en/natohq/declassi-
fied_137930.htm

Pro memoria 

“This was cynical,  
it was certainly not moral [but] it worked”

When US geostrategists divulge inside knowledge

Colour revolutions, made in USA
ts. In his Chicago lecture, George Fried-
man, certainly not a friend of Russia 
or its president, candidly admits some-
thing for which one is immediately vili-
fied as a conspiracy theorist in the West-
ern mainstream media: The US staged 
the colour revolutions in Eastern Europe 
in order to weaken Russia.

(Original sound oder: original 
quote?) Friedman: “… the United States 
had staged a series of coloured revolu-

tions throughout the Russian periphery 
one of which was in the Ukraine, the Or-
ange Revolution, and the Russians saw 
in this Orange Revolution the intent of 
the Americans to destroy the Russian 
Federation. Why else would the United 
States be underwriting groups to dem-
onstrate, they said?”

Source: https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=QeLu_yyz3tc (21:37)
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